July 2, 2022

Virgin Orbit Successfully Launches
‘Straight Up’ Mission
Virgin Orbit has completed its fourth successful mission.
MOJAVE, Calif.--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- Virgin Orbit (Nasdaq: VORB) has confirmed the
success of its fourth consecutive satellite launch mission. This launch, named Straight Up,
carried seven satellites to Low Earth Orbit for the United States Space Force (USSF), who
procured this launch for the Rocket Systems Launch Program, with payloads provided by the
Department of Defense Space Test Program (STP). In support of its mission partners, Virgin
Orbit has now delivered a total of thirty-three satellites to orbit with 100% mission success.
Virgin Orbit’s fully mobile LauncherOne system conducted its first ever evening flight from a
bare concrete pad and a runway at the Mojave Air and Space Port in California. The launch
began at 10:50 p.m. local time, Friday, July 1, and concluded with the successful deployment
of all seven payloads at approximately 12:55 a.m. Pacific on the morning of July 2,
completing the company’s first nighttime demonstration of the company’s responsive space
launch capabilities.
The launch reached an orbit approximately 500km above the Earth’s surface at 45 degrees
inclination. This was Virgin Orbit’s second time reaching that inclination – an orbit that no
other system has ever reached from the West Coast.
The seven satellites deployed by the result of the Straight Up launch are from multiple
government agencies and will facilitate experiments intended to demonstrate innovative
spacecraft technologies, new approaches for satellite applications, and Earth atmospheric
science.
The contract to launch this mission, also dubbed STP-S28, was awarded to Virgin Orbit
National Systems in April 2020 by the United States Space Force as a three-launch mission.
STP-S28A is the first of those launches.
The Straight Up launch marked the company’s fourth successful commercial flight. The U.S.
Space Force Rocket Systems Launch Program is a first-time customer for Virgin Orbit. The
U.S. Department of Defense Space Test Program is a three-time repeat customer of Virgin
Orbit.
“The LauncherOne rocket and Virgin Orbit team have made me immensely proud with
today’s Straight Up mission,” said Virgin Orbit founder Richard Branson. “There is so much
potential benefit for everyone from space if we just manage it well together. We are delighted
for the opportunity to work with the US government to help make space a safe and fruitful
environment for all.”
"We are honored to be supporting and delivering for the U.S. Space Force and the U.S.

Department of Defense at such a critical juncture for national security space, our nation, and
our world. An incredibly talented Virgin Orbit team and our LauncherOne system continue to
demonstrate a track record of success for our spacecraft customers and that was confirmed
again today,” said Virgin Orbit CEO Dan Hart.
“I’m proud to be part of this incredible team, both on our side and the government team, in
driving this mission to success,” said Mark Baird, President of Virgin Orbit National System,
the subsidiary that interfaces with the National Security customers. “It was incredible to see
the Straight Up mission wheels up, and satellites successfully deployed to support the
mission of our customers. We are intensely focused on ensuring we are a key mission
partner as we continue to accelerate the operationalization of the LauncherOne system.”
The launch’s name, Straight Up, is inspired by American singer Paula Abdul’s breakthrough
song from her debut studio album, Forever Your Girl. Released through Virgin Records on
June 21,1988, it was the most successful debut album ever at the time of its release. The
iconic dance-pop tune has remained Abdul’s biggest international hit to date.
Following the success of this launch, the Virgin Orbit team is preparing for its first
international launch later this year in collaboration with the United Kingdom Space Agency,
the Royal Air force, and Space Port Cornwall. This will be the first orbital launch ever from
UK soil.
ABOUT VIRGIN ORBIT
Virgin Orbit (Nasdaq: VORB) operates one of the most flexible and responsive space launch
systems ever built. Founded by Sir Richard Branson in 2017, the company began
commercial service in 2021, and has already delivered commercial, civil, national security,
and international satellites into orbit. Virgin Orbit’s LauncherOne rockets are designed and
manufactured in Long Beach, California, and are air-launched from a modified 747-400
carrier aircraft that allows Virgin Orbit to operate from locations all over the world in order to
best serve each customer’s needs. Learn more at www.virginorbit.com and visit us on
LinkedIn, on Twitter @virginorbit, and on Instagram @virgin.orbit.
CAUTIONARY STATEMENT REGARDING FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS
This press release contains certain forward-looking statements within the meaning of the
federal securities laws. These forward-looking statements generally are identified by the
words “believe,” “project,” “expect,” “anticipate,” “estimate,” “intend,” “strategy,” “future,”
“opportunity,” “plan,” “may,” “should,” “will,” “would,” “will be,” “will continue,” “will likely
result,” and similar expressions. Forward-looking statements are predictions, projections and
other statements about future events that are based on current expectations and
assumptions and, as a result, are subject to risks and uncertainties. Many factors could
cause actual future events to differ materially from the forward-looking statements in this
press release, including but not limited to the Company’s ability to access sources of capital;
its ability to grow market share in the developing space economy; market acceptance of its
current and planned products and services and ability to achieve sufficient production
volumes, as well as the factors, risks and uncertainties included in the Company’s Quarterly
Report on Form 10-Q for the period ended March 31, 2022, as well as in the Company’s
subsequent filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”), accessible on
the SEC’s website at www.sec.gov and the Investor Information section of the Company’s

website at www.virginorbit.com. Forward-looking statements speak only as of the date they
are made. Readers are cautioned not to put undue reliance on forward-looking statements,
and Virgin Orbit assumes no obligation and does not intend to update or revise these
forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future events, or
otherwise. Virgin Orbit gives no assurance that it will achieve its expectations.
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