
EIR Request (received 26 August 2024) - Reference: DFI/2024-0336 

I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 regarding 

flood data. 

Please provide either: 

1. A list of Northern Irish postcodes at risk of flooding (or a vector file of any existing maps).  

2. A list of postcodes that have historically been flooded in the last 5 years (or a vector file 

of any existing maps).  

 

 

Response (issued 23 September 2024) 

Thank you for your e-mail of 26 August 2024, requesting, under the Freedom of Information 

Act 2000, information regarding flood data. 

In considering your request on behalf of the Department I have determined that the 

information requested falls under the aegis of the Environmental Information Regulations 

2004, as opposed to the FOI Act 2000.  Section 39 of the Freedom of Information Act 

specifically excludes from consideration under that Act requests for what is deemed to be 

environmental information.  EIR gives rights of public access environmental information held 

by public authorities.   

A guide explaining the Environmental Information Regulations can be found at: 

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/foi-eir-and-access-to-information/guide-to-the-

environmental-information-regulations/.  

The Department does not hold the data in the format requested.  While the EIR established 

general public rights of access to environmental information held by public authorities, this 

does not mean that the Department must comply with every request received.  Under 

Regulation 6 of EIR, the Department does not have to comply where the information is 

already readily accessible to you in another form or format. 

In accordance with The Water Environment (Floods Directive) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 

2009, the Department has made flood hazard information publically available via the Flood 

Maps NI website (https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/topics/rivers-and-flooding/flood-maps-

ni).  

All intellectual property rights within the website generally are owned by DFI Rivers or its 

licensor’s (including Land & Property Services (LPS)) and are subject to Crown Copyright.  

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/foi-eir-and-access-to-information/guide-to-the-environmental-information-regulations/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/foi-eir-and-access-to-information/guide-to-the-environmental-information-regulations/
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/topics/rivers-and-flooding/flood-maps-ni
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/topics/rivers-and-flooding/flood-maps-ni


You may make use of the information contained within the Flood Maps (NI) provided that it is 

not for any commercial, business, professional or other income generating activity and 

provided that the usage is not detrimental to DFI Rivers, its activities of the environment. 

The information within Flood Maps (NI) can be licenced commercially, as digital products, 

through our business partner LPS.  Further details on products and licensing are available 

on the Flood Maps (NI) FAQ pages.  For licensing queries please contact 

digital.supply@finance-ni.gov.uk.  

 

 

Copyright notice 

The supply of information under the Freedom of Information Act or the Environmental 

Information Regulations does not give the recipient or organisation that receives it the 

automatic right to reuse it in any way that would infringe copyright.  Information supplied 

continues to be protected by copyright.  You are free to use it for your own purposes, 

including for private study and non-commercial research, and for any other purpose 

authorised by an exception in current copyright law.  Documents (except photographs) can 

also be used in the UK without requiring permission for the purposes of news reporting.  Any 

other re-use, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the 

copyright holder. 

Most documents provided by a government department or agency will be protected by 

Crown Copyright.  Most Crown Copyright information can be re-used under the Open 

Government Licence.  For information about the OGL and about re-using Crown Copyright 

information, please see The National Archives website. 

Copyright in other documents may rest with a third party.  For information about obtaining 

permission from a third party please see the Intellectual Property Office’s website.  
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