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Report Highlights: 

Following the June 2024 election of Claudia Sheinbaum as the next President of Mexico, the sitting 

President Andres Manuel López Obrador expressed intent to move forward with constitutional reforms 

in the September 2024 legislative session. The constitutional reforms include a prohibition on 

genetically engineered (GE) corn for human consumption and planting. 

 

Disclaimer: This summary is based on an initial review of the measure presented and therefore should not be 

viewed as a definitive reading of the regulation in question, or of its implications for U.S. agricultural export trade 

interests. In the event of a discrepancy or discrepancies between this summary and the complete proposal as 

published in Spanish, the latter shall prevail. 
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Background 

 

During the upcoming September 1, 2024 legislative session, President Andres Manuel López Obrador 

and Ignacio Mier Velazco, coordinator of the Morena Party in the Chamber of Deputies, have expressed 

intent to move forward with the approval of constitutional reforms which includes a prohibition on 

genetically engineered (GE) corn for human consumption and planting. This measure published in the 

Parliamentary Gazette appears to expand the 2023 Presidential Corn Decree (See GAIN MX2023-0010) 

which prohibits GE corn use in tortillas and flour dough (Spanish: Masa). The proposed measure 

appears to prohibit GE corn use for human consumption and enshrine into the Constitution a prohibition 

on the planting of GE corn.  

 

The measure proposes to reform Article 4 of the Constitution, “to recognize that as a basic food and 

element of national identity, corn for human consumption must be free of genetic modifications, such as 

transgenic ones.” Additionally, the amendment reforms Article 27 of the constitution, “to guarantee that 

the State promotes agricultural and forestry activities for the optimal use of land, free of genetically 

modified corn crops and seeds.”  

 

The regulatory basis for the amendment cites Article 4 of the Constitution, the Convention on Biological 

Diversity, Mexico’s Law on Biosafety of Genetically Modified Organisms, the Nagoya Protocol, the 

Federal Law for the Promotion and Protection of Native Corn, the United States – Mexico – Canada 

Agreement (USMCA) article 24.8.2, and the 2023 Presidential Corn Decree. 

 

This report includes the original Spanish text of the proposed constitutional reform as published in 

Mexico’s Parliamentary Gazette on February 5, 2024.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gaceta.diputados.gob.mx/Gaceta/65/2024/feb/20240205.html#Invitacion2
https://gaceta.diputados.gob.mx/PDF/65/2024/feb/20240205-1.pdf
https://gaceta.diputados.gob.mx/PDF/65/2024/feb/20240205-1.pdf
https://fas.usda.gov/data/mexico-mexico-issues-2023-corn-decree-substitute-gradually-biotech-corn-used-human-consumption
https://www.scjn.gob.mx/sites/default/files/cpeum/documento/2017-03/CPEUM-004.pdf
https://www.supremacorte.gob.mx/sites/default/files/cpeum/documento/2017-03/CPEUM-027.pdf
https://www.scjn.gob.mx/sites/default/files/cpeum/documento/2017-03/CPEUM-004.pdf
https://fas.usda.gov/data/mexico-state-level-law-promotion-and-protection-local-corn-varieties
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/IssueAreas/Environment/USMCA_Environment_Chapter_24.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/IssueAreas/Environment/USMCA_Environment_Chapter_24.pdf
https://fas.usda.gov/data/mexico-mexico-issues-2023-corn-decree-substitute-gradually-biotech-corn-used-human-consumption
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BEGIN EXCERPTS ON GENETICALLY ENGINEERED CORN 
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END EXCERPTS ON GENETICALLY ENGINEERED CORN 
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Attachments: 

Gaceta Parlamentaria, año XXVII, 5 de feb, Maiz Transgenico.pdf 

Gaceta Parlamentaria lunes 5 de febrero de 2024.pdf 

https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=2473&q=ed7c69da-c398-44c4-acf8-1e1632a2499d
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=2475&q=9bda8f3d-0d3d-4dc5-801a-6c986e9473af

