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S. 4654, Fire Management Assistance Grants for Tribal Governments Act 
As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs on  
July 31, 2024 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2024  2024-2029  2024-2034  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  0  0  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  0  *  not estimated  

Increases net direct spending in 
any of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2035? 

No 
Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? No 

Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2035? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 

* = between zero and $500,000.  

 
S. 4654 would allow Indian tribal governments to request fire management assistance 
declarations and receive grants directly from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA). Under current law, only states can directly request FEMA for a declaration that the 
threat of a fire sufficient to constitute a major disaster exists. If the declaration is made, 
FEMA provides funds to the state to help them and local and tribal governments mitigate, 
manage, and control major fires on publicly or privately owned forests or grasslands. 

CBO expects that implementing S. 4654 would expedite the process by which Indian tribal 
governments receive grant funding. Because tribes currently receive funding from state 
declarations and grants as well as from other disaster and emergency declarations and grants, 
CBO expects that implementing S. 4654 would not significantly increase the amount of grant 
funds that Indian tribes receive.  

CBO also expects that FEMA would need to engage in rulemaking to update the application 
process for fire assistance grants.  

On that basis, CBO estimates that implementing S. 4654 would cost less than $500,000 over 
the 2024-2029 period. Any related spending would be subject to the availability of 
appropriated funds. 

https://www.cbo.gov/publication/56166
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/59003
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/42904
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The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Margot Berman. The estimate was reviewed by 
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis. 
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