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S. 2018, Connect Our Parks Act

As reported by the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources on January 9, 2024

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2024 2024-2029 2024-2034
Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 0 0
Revenues 0 0 0
Increase or Decrease (-)

in the Deficit 0 0 0
Spending Subject to .
Appropriation (Outlays) 0 8 not estimated
Increases net direct spending in Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? No
any of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20357 Mandate Effects

Increases on-budget deficits in any Contains intergovernmental mandate? No
of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20357 Contains private-sector mandate? No

S. 2018 would require the Department of the Interior to assess locations in national parks
with inadequate access to broadband Internet or cellular service and develop a plan to install
the necessary infrastructure. The bill would require the department to complete the
assessment within one year of enactment and the plan within three years.

Using information from the department, CBO estimates that implementing S. 2018 would
cost $8 million over the 2024-2029 period. CBO expects that the department would need
four full-time employees at an annual cost per-person of about $200,000 in 2025 and would
incur roughly $7 million in costs for administrative expenses and travel related to the initial
assessment. Based on the cost of similar activities, CBO expects that developing the plan
would cost $1 million. Any related spending would be subject to the availability of
appropriated funds.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Alaina Rhee. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.

Phillip L. Swagel
Director, Congressional Budget Office
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