
In re: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BEFORE THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 

Pless, LLC d/b/a Blue Ridge Kennel, 
and Blue Ridge Kennels, Inc. 
d/b/a Blue Ridge Kennel, 

Respondents. 

AWA Docket Nos. 23-J-0027 
23-J-0028

CONSENT DECISION AND 
ORDER 

This proceeding was instituted under the Animal Welfare Act, as amended (7 U.S.C. 

§ 2 I 31 et seq.) ("AW A" or "Act"), by a complaint filed by the Administrator, Animal and Plant

Health Inspection Service ("APHIS"), United States Department of Agriculture ("USDA"), 

alleging that the Respondents violated the Act and the Regulations issued pursuant to the Act (9 

C.F.R. § 1.1 et seq.) ("Regulations"). This Consent Decision and Order is entered pursuant to 

the consent decision provisions of the Rules of Practice applicable to this proceeding (7 C.F.R. § 

1.138). 

Respondents Pless, LLC d/b/a Blue Ridge Kennel, and Blue Ridge Kennels, Inc. d/b/a 

Blue Ridge Kennel, admit to the Findings of Fact, as set forth herein, specifically admit that the 

Secretary of the USDA has jurisdiction in this matter, admit to paragraphs 12, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 

18 of the Amended Complaint, and neither admit nor deny the remaining allegations in the 

. Amende.ci Complaint. Respondents waive oral hearing and all further procedure, waive all rights 

to seek judicial review and otherwise challenge or contest the validity of this Consent Decision 

and Order, including waiving challenges to the Administrative Law Judge's authority to enter 

this Consent Decision and Order under the Administrative Procedure Act and the Constitution of 

the United States, and waive any action against the USDA under the Equal Access to Justice Act 

of 1980 (5 U.S.C. § 504 et seq.) for fees and other expenses incurred by the Respondents in 
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5th March




