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Dear Director Wray:

The Committee on the Judiciary and the Select Subcommittee on the Weaponization of
the Federal Government are investigating how and to what extent the Executive Branch has
coerced or colluded with companies and other intermediaries to censor lawful speech.! As part of
this oversight, we have received testimony that, under your leadership, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), particularly its Foreign Influence Task Force (FITF), played a key role in
prebunking a true story concerning the Biden family’s influence peddling ahead of the 2020
presidential election.? We have also learned that the FITF continues to coordinate efforts with
social media companies leading up to the 2024 election to monitor and flag social media posts,
by both American citizens and foreign actors, “indicative of potential criminal conduct.”
Accordingly, we write to request information regarding the FBI’s use of software tools to
monitor Americans’ social media posts.

In a transcribed interview with the Committee and Select Subcommittee on October 23,
2024, an FBI Criminal Investigative Division Analyst previously assigned to the FITF disclosed
that the FITF uses “software tools where [the FBI can] search open-source databases about
content indicative of criminal conduct.”® According to the analyst’s testimony, the FBI uses this
tool to monitor social media posts by users, regardless of whether the users are American citizens
or foreign actors, to search for “content indicative of criminal conduct.” The analyst further
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testified that the FBI shares its findings, such as the specific “user name and the content” of the
posts, with social media companies to censor such content accordingly.® Although the analyst
testified that the FBI uses this tool to pursue “criminal conduct,” when questioned about the
nature of the software tool and the scope of the FBI’s use of it, agency counsel repeatedly
prevented the analyst from fully answering the Committee’s questions.” Therefore, we write to
obtain additional information in order to understand whether the FBI has or could use this
software tool to censor or infringe upon lawful speech, particularly Americans’ political speech.

These concerns are reinforced in light of the Committee and Select Subcommittee’s
findings that the FBI, through the FITF, has previously improperly interfered in presidential
elections in coordination with social media companies.® Documents obtained by the Committee
and Select Subcommittee show how the FBI primed Big Tech companies to expect a hack-and-
leak operation concerning the Biden family’s connections to Burisma and that the companies
acted accordingly and censored the story, despite internal concerns about whether the allegations
were in fact foreign-sourced.® The Committee and Select Subcommittee have also found
instances of the FBI wrongfully flagging American accounts to social media companies for
censorship, including a verified U.S. State Department account and accounts belonging to
American journalists.°

Accordingly, please provide a briefing regarding the FITF’s use of the software tool and
any related tools as soon as possible, but no later than November 26, 2024. Pursuant to the Rules
of the House of Representatives, the Committee on the Judiciary is authorized to conduct
oversight of the FBL.! In addition, House Resolution 12 authorized the Committee’s Select
Subcommittee on the Weaponization of the Federal Government to investigate “issues related to
the violation of the civil liberties of citizens of the United States.”*? If you have any questions
about this matter, please contact Committee staff at (202) 225-6906.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.
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cc: The Honorable Jerrold L. Nadler, Ranking Member



