
 

Issues for the week ending November 8 , 2024  

 

Federal Issues 

Legislat ive 

 

2024 Election Results  
Presidential Race :  Former President Donald 
Trump defeated Vice President Kamala Harris 
by a 312-226 electoral vote margin. Mr. 
Trump is also on a trajectory to win the 
national popular vote. Once the western 
states ful ly report their vote totals, a popular 
vote determinat ion wil l be made. At this 
writ ing, Trump’s lead over Harr is is over 4.4 
mil l ion votes meaning the chances of the 
former President prevai l ing on the popular 
vote scale are high.  
 
Mr. Trump scored his victory in winning al l 
seven batt leground states, which include 
Arizona, Michigan, Nevada, North Carol ina, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. 
Therefore, the Democrats’ pinning their 
hopes on what was formerly a “blue wall”  for 
them, meaning Michigan, Pennsylvania, and 
Wisconsin, al l went red in 2024.   
 
Senate Status: Republicans have secured 53 
seats in the new Senate.  
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•  Pennsylvania :  In another razor-thin 
contest, it  appears that Republican 
former hedge fund CEO David 
McCormick has defeated three-term 
Sen. Bob Casey, Jr.  (D) in the biggest 
upset of the Senate elect ion cycle. Mr. 
McCormick’s half-point victory propels 
the Senate Republ icans to 53 seats, 
which is l ikely to be very important as 
they face a 2026 elect ion cycle where 
they must defend 20 seats as opposed 
to the Democrats’ 13.   
 

•  West Virginia :  Also as expected, and 
what became the f irst Democratic -held 
state to f l ip to the GOP on elect ion 
night, Gov. Jim Justice (R) easi ly 
captured West Virginia’s open Senate 
seat with a 68% vote margin. He wil l 
replace ret ir ing Sen. Joe Manchin who 
served most of his career as a 
Democrat before leaving the party to 
become an Independent.   

 

•  Delaware :  U.S. Rep. Lisa Blunt 
Rochester became the f irst woman and 
Afr ican American elected to represent 
Delaware in the U.S. Senate  

 
House Status:  I t  appears that l i t t le change 
wil l occur in the House of Representat ives for 
the next Congress as the GOP is expected to 
hold its small majority and perhaps expand 
the margin by maybe two seats.  
 
A total of only six seats at this wr it ing are 
changing pol it ical party representat ion. The 
Democrats defeated three Republ ican 
incumbents in New York, while the GOP took 
down two Pennsylvania incumbents and 
secured an open Michigan Democrat ic seat.  
 
Governor  
National Recap:  Elect ion night featured 11 
gubernatorial races, and whi le eight of the 
states wil l have new Governors, none f l ipped 
part ies. The Republ icans maintained their 



eight Governors’ chairs whi le the Democrats 
kept the three they were r isking.  
 
The new Governors are: New Cast le County 
Execut ive Matt Meyer (D-DE), Sen. Mike 
Braun (R-IN), Lt.  Gov. Mike Kehoe (R-MO); 
former Senator Kel ly Ayotte (R-NH), Attorney 
General Josh Stein (D-NC), US Rep. Kel ly 
Armstrong (R-ND), Attorney General Bob 
Ferguson (D-WA), and Attorney General 
Patr ick Morrisey (R-WV).  
 
Re-elected Governors are: Greg Gianforte (R-
MT), Spencer Cox (R-UT), and Phi l Scott (R-
VT). 
 
For more elect ion results and analysis, vis it  
Highmark’s Get -Out-the-Vote website.  
 

 

  

 
 

Federal Issues  
Regulatory 
 
CMS Releases 2025 Medicare Outpatient Final Rule  
On November 1, CMS released the 2025 Hospital Outpat ient Prospective Payment 
System (OPPS) and Ambulatory Surgical Center (ASC) Payment System f inal rule 
outl in ing changes to Medicare payment rates, quality report ing requirements, and other 
pol ic ies.7  
 
Key takeaway:  CMS f inalized a proposal to update payment rates for hospital outpatient 
provider-based departments (HOPDs) paid under the OPPS by 2.9%. The rate was 
calculated by reducing the projected hospital market basket increase of 3.4% by 0.5 
percentage points for  the product iv ity adjustment. The CY 2025 conversion factor wi l l  be 
$89.169.  
 
Other notable updates include:  
 

•  Adding new Condit ions of Part icipation (CoPs) for hospital obstetr ical services, 
including new basel ine standards for the organizat ion, staff ing, and del ivery of care 
within obstetr ical units and staff  training.  

•  Adopt ing three new health equity measures.  

https://highmarkgotv.com/2024-election-results
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Cl4I20qf0B2zLRfOwSjeABZwB26CULpwYFXgwLrzdXVep66DLfZ-EIcGZektt34yLmgV2k5CQCTV7E4qBW89hgrfeVG-I3SYs8MmWWJ-Ot3QNuysDkRwVYrQkV3uH1gwdh3MNAzEVvs-97USjnQYq7f46-hQNPzqS17cwy3_5PYR42pKWP9_JycgaAh0SiKmIakBj7fq4mkU1PKmFr_ZO78YlJuTP4NsaMCZSEr-vakZRXZAOkWd2YWHMQ4J2i_rzgMq6uQLbd8ktDbE7-amF3o2n-2-exDbMxbbmZMdOGVJd4-o8iEkBQXAlCqrqV6K/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVWrlHq8MS31TW3KHHd02RKk9mW7MhRLh5m_LXTN4xH9dl5nR32W6N1X8z6lZ3n_W45fRkL4Mzt0tW4Vx_sV3swJjtW6qbnDd3z6KM7W6HKcdh8CXghzN7DhyTMwV0K9W5MCn-C5SBxvPW1lwFl544F168W8NVw5T3_r9LhN8Mxb-lxF_ccW5WthNL4Nvj-HW4tS4Sb1MZJSHV_6qPP5fMBhkW4yyw0g7Sdhm_W6cm89q5cTMtPVjHvmg1w9_dWW3dLc3r4LYXSsW59SZB96mjyHgW6j5f4D7dgn0QW8ddzZR9c7f56W24DrYw1KwxRNVBNp605HJJkHW6sstnz1W2NMLW40ch9q9fGdNQW5slGh38bfVnZW6FM4Dp4yMlW8VdmX5F2blfwyVP6Vpq3y6qmlW3K_sS129-8mQW11pbxx7dc6hMW80t5f-3XJ9lyN581YD3jFwkHW5qcgx62yw6wMW8YMbl9770J63W8K52MT1cQ1FRW40wtCB8jZcP9N6GNFXL-Ps3pW268SFC7ZqwcwW4Tq8125J-Gjyf9gdC5l04


•  Implement ing a law that requires continuous enrol lment for chi ldren enrol led in 
Medicaid and CHIP, requir ing 12 months of continuous eligibi l i ty for chi ldren under 
the age of 19.  

•  Shortening the Medicare fee-for-service prior author izat ion review t imeframe for 
standard review from 10 business days to seven calendar days for hospital 
outpat ient department services.  
 

 Go deeper:  See a CMS fact sheet here.  
 
 

CMS Releases 2025 PFS Final Rule  
CMS also released a f inal rule that updates Medicare payment pol ic ies, reimbursement 
rates, and qual ity report ing for professional services furnished under the CY 2025 
Medicare Physician Fee Schedule (PFS).  
 
Key takeaway:  CMS f inalized a reduct ion of 2.93% to the Medicare conversion factor, 
which inf luences the payment rate for al l services furnished under the PFS. The change 
to the PFS conversion factor incorporates the 0% overall update required by statute, the 
expirat ion of the temporary 2.93% increase in payment for CY 2024 required by statute, 
and an est imated 0.02% adjustment necessary to account for changes in work relat ive 
value units (RVUs) for some services. This amounts to an est imated CY 2025 PFS 
conversion factor of $32.35, a decrease of $0.94 (or 2.83%) f rom the current CY 2024 
conversion factor of $33.29.  
 
Other notable updates include:  

•  Expanding coverage of preventat ive services, including Hepat i t is B vaccines and 
colorectal cancer screening, and implementing payment provisions for preventat ive 
Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) for HIV products and services.  

•  Adding Medicare coverage and payment for new Part B services start ing January 1, 
2025, including a new advanced primary care program whereby providers can be 
paid prospectively on a per benefic iary, per month basis for care management and 
virtual care serv ices.  

•  Changing the Merit -based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) to add new MIPS 
Value Pathways addressing ophthalmology, dermatology, gastroenterology, 
pulmonology, urology, and surgical care. CMS also f inal izes updates to MIPS 
scoring methodologies and measure inventories.  

 
Go deeper:  See a CMS fact sheet here.  

 
 
CMS Releases Q&A on Planning Grants to Promote Continuity of Care for 
Medicaid- and CHIP-Eligible Individuals in Correctional Facilities  
CMS released questions and answers related to the Notice of  Funding Opportunity 
(NOFO) making funding available to assist state Medicaid and Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP) agencies in addressing operat ional barr iers and promot ing 
continuity of care for  el igible individuals in jai ls, prisons and other correct ional sett ings. 
Funds wil l be awarded up to 56 recipients (states and terr itor ies) for a 4 -year per iod of 
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performance. $106.5 mil l ion in funding is available for these grants, and each awardee 
wil l receive $1-5 mil l ion over the ent ire period of performance. The Q&A document 
addresses the purpose of the NOFO, the durat ion of planning grants, ent it ies el igible f or 
the grants, and the scope of act iv it ies states could fund under the grant. Read More 

 
 
 

State Issues  

 

Pennsylvania 

Legislat ive 
 
Pennsylvania Legislative Update  
Both the House of Representat ives and the Senate return to session this week for the last 
three days of session before sine die. Following last week’s elect ion, the House wil l 
remain under control of the Democrats by a margin of 102 -101. The Senate wi l l remain 
Republican control led, 28-22. Members wil l spend the week conduct ing internal elect ions 
for leadership posts and assigning committee memberships. Members are expected to 
vote on several school code and tour ism bi l ls before adjourning on Thursday.  

 
 
Industry Trends 
Policy / Market Trends 
 
Open Enrollment: The Individual Market Is Working for Millions of Americans  
AHIP posted an art ic le highl ight ing how the individual market continues to deliver 
affordabil i ty, qual ity and consumer choice for mil l ions of Americans. The individual health 
insurance marketplace open enrol lment period for 2025 began on November 1 and wil l 
run through December  15. 
 
By the numbers:  

•  As of January 2024, more than 21 mill ion  Americans are enrol led in health 
coverage through the marketplace, with 5 mil l ion being f irst -t ime enrol lees.  

•  Eight in 10 Healthcare.gov customers  wi l l  be able to select  coverage for $10 or 
less  per month after  tax credits, an increase from 2021, when three in 10 enrol lees 
could select such plans.  

•  97% of enrollees  wi l l  have more than seven health plans avai lable to choose 
among.  

•  Health plans have increased their presence in eight state Marketplaces and 24 
counties  compared to 2024.  

 
Enhanced tax credits :  For individuals purchasing their coverage direct ly from the 
individual health insurance marketplaces, the enhanced tax credits s ignif icantly lower 
costs. However, without act ion by Congress, the enhanced tax credits wi l l  expire at  the 
end of 2025. The tax credits have been impactful for individuals with chronic condit ions, 
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in rural communit ies,  and those not covered by employer-provided coverage or another 
government program.  
The bottom line:  This highly competit ive market offers affordable, stable opt ions that 
provide a record number of Americans the health, security and peace of mind that comes 
with qual ity, affordable coverage.  
 
Go deeper:  The broad-based coal it ion Keep Americans Covered also highl ighted the role 
of the enhanced tax credits and open enrol lment in a recent blog.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Interested in reviewing a copy of a bill (s)?   Access the following web sites:  
 
Delaware State Legislation: http:/ /legis.delaware.gov/ .  
New York Legislation:  https:/ /nyassembly.gov/leg/  
Pennsylvania Legislation:  www.legis.state.pa.us . 
West Virginia Legislation:   http:/ /www.legis.state.wv.us/  
For copies of congressional bi l ls, access the Thomas website –  
http://thomas.loc.gov/.    

The content  o f  th is  emai l  is  conf ident ia l  and in tended for  the  rec ip ient  spec i f ied only .  I t  is  
s t r ic t ly  forb idden to  share any par t  o f  th is  message wi th  any th i rd  par ty ,  wi thout  a  wr i t ten 

consent  o f  the sender .  I f  you received th is  message by mis take,  p lea se rep ly  to  th is  message 
and fo l low wi th  i ts  de le t ion,  so that  we can ensure such a mis take does not  occur  in  the 

fu ture.  
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