
 

Issues for the week ending November 1 , 2024  

 

 

Federal Issues 

Legislat ive 

 

Democratic Committee Leaders Express 
Concerns Over Medicare Advantage  
Senate Finance Committee Chair Ron Wyden 
(D-OR), House Ways and Means Committee 
Ranking Member Richard E. Neal (D-MA) and 
House Energy and Commerce Committee 
Ranking Member Frank Pallone Jr. (D-NJ), 
sent a letter to CMS Administrator Brooks -
LaSure last week highl ight ing concerns over 
the growing use of prior authorizat ion, ghost 
networks, and aggressive marketing among 
Medicare Advantage (MA) plans.  
 
Why this matters :   The letter comes after 
years of negative headl ines and provider 
complaints about var ious aspects of the 
program, which have led to increased 
scrut iny by some on Capitol Hil l .  
 
Key quote :  “We call on CMS to use every 
regulatory, oversight , and enforcement tool at 
the agency’s disposal to rein in rampant 
misuse of prior authorizat ion, simplify the 
exper ience of choosing a Medicare plan and 
put an end to rampant marketing abuses.”  
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http://images.bipac.net/Files/email/highmark/index.html#1
http://images.bipac.net/Files/email/highmark/index.html#2


 
Next steps :   The leaders requested CMS 
provide a br ief ing to committee staff  on these 
issues by December 15, 2024.   CMS is also 
expected to release a proposed rule in 
December to “codify long -establ ished 
Medicare Advantage and Part D payment 
pol ic ies that are outside the scope of the 
annual Advance Notice/Rate Announcement.”  
 

•  PID Releases Transparency in 
Coverage Report  

 

Industry Trends  

Policy /  Market Trends 

•  Drug and Hospital  Costs Account for 
Nearly Two-Thirds of  Americans’  
Health Care Dollar  

•  Decision in TMA I I I  Li t igation 
Challenging Implementat ion of the No 
Surprises Act   

•  New Resource:  HSCC Executive 
Checkl ist for Cyber Incident 
Response 

•  CMS Says ACOs in 2023 Saved 
Medicare $2.1B 

 

  

 
 

 
Federal Issues  
Regulatory 
 
AI in Health Care: Summary of Federal Regulatory Actions 
The White House issued a new fact sheet  highl ight ing regulatory act ion the 
Administrat ion has taken since the release of the October 2023 Executive Order  to 
address issues in art if ic ial intell igence, including in the health care sector.  
 
Health care items include:  

•  HHS establ ishing an AI Safety Program to track harmful incidents involving AI ’s use 
in health care sett ings and to evaluate mit igat ions for those harms.  
 

•  Objectives, goals, and high- level pr inciples for the use of AI or AI -enabled tools in 
drug development processes and AI -enabled devices.  
 

•  A rule (HTI-1) that establ ishes transparency requirements for AI and other 
predict ive algor ithms that are part of cert i f ied health information technology.  
 

•  A f inal ized rule that requires covered health care ent it ies to take steps to identify 
and mit igate discrimination when they use AI and other forms of decision support 
tools for care.  

 
Go deeper:  Read the fact sheet .  

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ccGD2CGDOtjDs8u6G1fh43aUX8C9acteBYQ2u5qtuQzDbKzOI4U_7mNvC-RVMiRGje9wG3eQsLV06qA1JL4SOIwcu-9XCuxt0djOyuLYnGRietDnwZ51O0oTPZxtDvw-JPZldlmSihwST5Y_hErNJanqVTIInsn0A5d6zjymOMV_-u9DTCnEvjbKIRhMQIaoutXgVEpkXLu3cMkaadpTCvxzkdI7ramWFm1FqBHaDVxSwEPx0g1sRXOK3A6gHyqjGEh1jRNWL2iFBX-98KWHngbdrXmikMWcG0R2u8T-1ECKe1FhW14n2ZWxep6mmZJE/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVWfGLq47FRxqF6FdkpTwxKDVJvnzy5mPXLdN3hBC6F5nR32W7Y9pgv6lZ3mJW4NGChl2VYhJRVhfSl91StMs6W61GV_37jjn8PW1bq70134yMfZW2Ly9lK2RWLM9W3Jfpxr1qL9kXW2qLlmG8qYKG8W5kMlQR5V4VQ8W3_ngH11h2wCQTYtx18vnPyQW5m7X8X6fbzclW6s9F3d5d3fXCW4DRDJW29jZ13W6Y_BFN6s7bhZW6kpZkQ7PyWDVW485TqK58tmRDW8SyhZs2DzB5DW6S4g537mm7xNN7SjW7khWmprW6zn6p54dVjxYW6wYDn018qJyQVTvHG67VBs_1W9c1C3m2F-cbzV-Ymsp6gtCMgN8ds2hLd555RW5lBFqv2RGDYvW1-Bw6N5nFwBtW95yw087PgVPGW6qbHhN4RT9phW6Z7-Yg2zQRY2VrHzGL1SxMK6N4hQH6jB_NpLW85yB2P3w7nTCW6JHLW65FXt3yVZQkZS73bp1PM-F_DXVr_C3W6tx2_32cc3qYW4H1jw148D49BVcYRDl86BWjJW2-WPXk6QSKVdW8pP5wl8H3HwpVTVSQF82pCsGf298X8x04
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1rpGgSIveXi6BdNIwRMCiGKoX9EuOyM8eSHPHyOCEAHj-6-Xhkf_m9dckky8c3Tv-wa2e4qHUdSTMNjCe3lVgdQ5ajrSzImxVTxUo-wRneaTbFjnsAOhAIoduZ8OseiEJe_hsx2eePcnATQeUAx6BU62sVA4WYjSVxXGe_PSHvvfIHi6u6dkPQ6Ek68XGnDd1P9E0a8DLVKknm2CsCWbGiIzvh1UTYqDdAa2zZ_DrXKCL4Ti3Lc-DlY7mO5bA0nbn0bsH5sCVRyYYCO4r9xfQZ53svyXP2xQ9D1br3k764PHxbQliGqIp5YvqjvJK9SC1/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVWfGLq47FRxqF6FdkpTwxKDVJvnzy5mPXLdN3hBC6l5nR32W7lCGcx6lZ3nWW4CZbV562z3kQW1lFH474BjVw5W8JB4133hH_nhW3v7Qmz2yJ53dV76Z6-6z43phVLC8_65KQWhXW6mV3-P5Dv4dhW9g5JHx1CW6YwW7Dx6-v30wqY2W5Qf3BL7gyPW3W5R2H4f71zn0nN6fZ641qw0vsW7tywfd2v0Gj3V5-wtP19DY9dW4x06zY9csMSlW74F7j64gxPtFW2DFRhg41NNKjV4mnls3-J55HW3RbzWs5D90zGVvzw_D8f9S7XW8V3tSK3bkxgpW8vWRbk2C1J7kW4YHCSp8fBvbpVcZQQW2K-qQpW3D4rsS1rlxlbN5Zcjszl-hRrW3rFJ7B6stb-xMF58bbqWgZFN7_fhHjPFGk4W3YnksL8bbsRHW1M9L4t8FQwfqW7CpTc-24-VLsW7CwVh01J_4kCW4N1-TS7cvfhzW2HC9K71qYKVtW7YFm3t5QQnksN1xRn6blJwlTW1hSSWD6yxn51W5syhSd3kXvqLW8DjHNv8F-6DTf6X8yYj04
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1sZKXrjTuqDRArp9cezOCbWcDwlhPAkw0RMM9AfL7AqatGc-TCgnvENTelbqL8dFmzDIKFZCIjpPl4pcxuptwcJtBogvdjjgIP0jMOqLT2fdjiAs-3E4-6uM500vuaRDQDdj114O4bxeedLOMF62D_hJ8zo_fHdTbgY2_RNMI_HFGTUFlotK-x4gmtvmpHTyAmnpy2g0Qr5Ziw_lQIVASi-5DBhmrNuEVaGbQLU-R7Wo4A91qrTxy_UTIici7aUl72_Aqib0bcI9Qe9UEWXqsaYkdqN0WBeK3hay6Zw1ivNfstuOGmdOyGmiWIyYkMC9E/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVWfGLq47FRxqF6FdkpTwxKDVJvnzy5mPXLdN3hBC6F5nR32W7Y9pgv6lZ3pqW67nfFt69_j2jW8xYyzr8SRXlsW46wDTX5jvwdMW5jZKQh5_srL-W5FHP5t9bPnRFW3h2QBm6GtkmFN5YNB2S3NzsQW6xKjLk2s0_yjVyHRdH8g-9_fW237-hG3P4s3jW84PX3g98Pj33W6XmHWR1Jkmc2W7kN4fg9cwxrtN4GBCF9CWf_wN8XTw_WhQx9lW3-kNzY21mp_YW6JDCc97XS_tFW4nFgtp7MZF3XW1PLPgW4l8X9lN4ySSQSd_3klW3Yv5dr7Y9V4YW2vcYy22lwyqgW3pvx4z2KgRfgW336Cm65hB_t_W3g6MBg31Lz8ZW6K0q9v4lCXYfW8vm4Cl6_dll8W2z9RXn8Yr5s9W1HrC_b54R_6zW489T-F78lvLXW8ytnw261DhX0N7XzkQn2zddlVkrxCn18_WCKW5m6tk_7lsDHXW3nhTJ57f_B2vW6Zmy3H15_TY2W68vNL05_lY-nW2-HnYY7m7W06W8xbhTS8VS0KvW9dQtlv35ckdXN98pdpN1d1vWVyXy6F7NbmYjf65bnqd04


 
 
CMS-CFPB Joint Statement on Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries Billing 
Practices 
CMS and the Consumer Financial Protect ion Bureau (CFPB) issued a joint statement  
regarding prohibited bi l l ing pract ices towards Qualif ied Medicare Benefic iar ies (QMBs). 
The agencies state they have “receive[d]  reports and complaints of Medicare providers or 
suppl iers inappropr iately bi l l ing QMBs for Medicare cost shar ing and sending u npaid bi l ls 
to debt collect ion.”  
 
Background:  QMBs are certain low- income Medicare benefic iar ies, having incomes up to 
100% FPL. State Medicaid agencies pay Medicare Part A and B premiums and cost -
sharing obl igat ions for QMBs. The CMS-CFPB letter reminds Medicare providers and 
suppl iers of the prohib it ion on bi l l ing QMBs for Medicare cost -sharing.  
 
New CMS resources:  

•  A new Health Plan Management System (HPMS) memo that explains plan 
responsibi l i t ies and potent ial compliance act ions related to accurate 
communication of QMB status.  
 

•  A fact sheet for Medicare Advantage and fee-for-service Medicare providers to 
remind them that they may not bi l l  QMBs. The fact sheet also highl ights ways 
providers can ensure compliance with the QMB bil l ing prohibit ions.  
 

Go deeper: Read the joint CMS-CFPB statement here.  

 
 
CMS Announces Monitoring of Medicare Plan Finder Part D Pricing Data   
On Oct. 31, CMS announced via HPMS memo it  wi l l  monitor Part D sponsors’ Medicare 
Plan Finder (MPF) drug pric ing submissions for signif icant price increases start ing in the 
f irst quarter of 2025. CMS wil l compare biweekly drug pric ing data submitted by pla ns 
during the Annual Enrol lment Per iod (AEP) and subsequent submissions in the f irst  three 
quarters of the following contract year.  
 
Why this matters: This effort is in response to concerns CMS outl ined in the Final 2025 
Rate Announcement regarding plans submitt ing “art if ic ial ly low” prices for post ing on MPF 
during AEP to attract  benef iciaries to join the plan and beneficiar ies subsequently facing 
higher cost sharing.  

 
 
CMS Releases Latest Medicaid and CHIP Enrollment Figures  
CMS released the latest enrollment f igures for Medicaid and the Chi ldren’s Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP). As of July 2024, there were 72.4 mil l ion individuals enrol led 
in Medicaid and 7.1 mil l ion enrol led in CHIP, a decrease of 0.5% across the two 
programs from the pr ior month. Since Medicaid and CHIP redeterminat ions resumed in 
Apri l 2023, enrol lment across the two programs has decreased by 15.4%.  

 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1z45tEZr3Zcaxa6Cp5N2uNs7kQN5mG7rbIgJdw7ekhzTeD72uq9bIkDUJG6_yzUuF2Ih8Vc1hEEntDMTlU5C2VT_V0BD2VlrFQXZeTGZU1qLy1fAKE1awT0gWaAJvb8nR09ehjN0Qk3nSWGWM66TNTB2ANrrYGXsb_E89bpMJf_6erhZtAXmkhp3wiYPaxBlLydnrrCSgNVeQ_phiTN66dylRWsj-n1EoXJf4OflKtqQtdQd-gnpppAtwRpUlI9_RTBarY0UN9spi_kSGNbqzbNGYZfDF0avbYV2cxB-lkoNe644pTlu2zrxjjqiIiPDL/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVWb8Nh6jc0xpW94pNtj4Fk199W5LNP255mS0JBN2QYvBx3qgyTW8wLKSR6lZ3lDW18QRPn60BXHkW764NtF38VvP_W9kz64W4yTK1TN8VlVvCj4Lh3N6Lnj4Sfb9XJW5Sh4325MBhM_W1b9pJD3p27rwW847qc73l4p6WVx0L_J8Bbf5CW5y-Rvj6djTPYN8KYy5lkLF4lW3_WbYc9h9M5LN3Fj6fS2NFn1W2dPYj73YmyycVk61Nm1Xs0GLW2k0mP99cttHQN8g1Mbg8RvSRW5knBX33FTrJTMXz1jjXbGgJN5V422x_Z6mwW3qp3Dd1bTLMCW8qdPVC83hNy8N5JJMMKTw_hGW5FmQRW4HLdMqW8snjYD6m-SHNW4-MWFM4Jzt7pW7Y8Xzg47lCbwW2ZYZKr8D6kZ5f75WKT404
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1yzKkU3mU0L4Ow9ENvyy4_v1muWYarHwj7ZjtOqEvjgXK7CFWdrs1pD8zULFV2bEvRttEkEhD9FodhUU3w5L-uLmVV3DMRfAG5PhdDIDfenaYA1bkxznCeEvBLD64xXdb-eET_Obp2bCCbXoMLO_eFXsTGyxyjURqjNbhiZ773Ip6ppI917p9CRmbcr2FSew_PM12U6wa8nr8bvJj9NpCkR_Xubuos8LHxdTug-n1iEqR14RHPSlSibYAM1Q6vOiIg9pG-0hSigP6AshWC2nPGaII361Y7SOdaMsKRjb8xgr00cJs-OZEVA1eXd39TnnD/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVWb8Nh6jc0xpW94pNtj4Fk199W5LNP255mS0JBN2QYvBR3qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3nxW5Gt5HL144hcpW7Sgnmm1gZDkWN191-W6CzVmMW5w9TMD2kG2gxW8hR0Bp66dS7sW4c1nwT2VP4XmW8J38pD1xX9lKW7BRfVB1ybSrVN4q3_952PPF1W8Yq60h7VLcYpVmzyyh3CV_1qW4sN-qm2MDJq1VjV2Cs8_WGY9W5_M1N57QX9FlW1yT3rM7t8P98W9kjv1n2ppWtjW54gJNr8DSVWkW3rDQ2G5nl7jHW19h4X05fvbKdW9hS6M-2KZqG-W7KL2Wh465HfYW6rKWx_3kVL4lW6DJt3j6g4JrDW3CrBSv7xl7-vW20dLHb2_X8M-W617qn024-Kp5W5_H2F41r247nW3CjplH8FVQTKW5ZHdmS8mt-tVW54VFJ65_-7GMf7WNM4j04
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1wqOqirj3vGdF31m4PwA4NGUhlWCHyMKo_TMli_lX7iGVxPF7B7FPnJOEn25qekMt7e4iIxkbFbEKWmgvB9HivzwkcBA4OCXVsOpWHdnTroYrMKR3BqrKUedEFWfUKSgBaVjJOrAJDkriXMCnfv9rDYPEya7xPgT__czTFug3JOvYsC_KRYtOlagqLqGhX3nJVUGFlD-JwJXHHGPpEKkB3LdNWzfxJsnaKTHx4I0J8i5hyNpsFvVMAcS_IF7a4Y9BHWBq7LknvkARRb8Lo9dP2FxxGbxR74YYu3o5NT7_Emcb9D_W6b62EMuqvIosfsKL/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVWb8Nh6jc0xpW94pNtj4Fk199W5LNP255mS0JBN2QYvyM5nR32W50kH_H6lZ3lMW5-STBh2mSj1rW5n9Wm71NsNccW72PQwX7DFQ2dVsyJ042GY_lyW3C3WQ681S-rnN55MDMzS6fXLW89qY1B2ytvqWW1H65tP360tbBW4FXCys4sC2hHW3h1K062_hr6NW1j9qCV8wgDq7N5hTRLb-hkJjVQGX6P3kkG8KW7mnHfv71JMy0W6bv1Pb7QwwNbF43KXFZQD1NN537j1MWgR_fW7yRwt32ktYBDW5Yckjj99kkm4W2t6Rjm5DS6K3W8By9h72Ln9XSW61HYyM948-3RW4L64QM2pV9rtW2pKHQH7tNScQW2pQqb03XQCf2W8gxRSS2CbP7tW4mWgmC4-b2gGW6v-t_24H01FsW6XYlnZ3Fwn4WW5K87yq2nGDdqW1Zb3m86zVk2VW6MTW9X2gR0-Gf7Pb3Ys04
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1rixdCwXYnkV7TUNA1EfeUgwCBEiVHqJp01gZoHonkRiNmnXheJBfzoa-LKR5UCBpgjgYpFECJEWN1LNDcYqlMdMQh_9TcNjaJ6C9e8z9VTCQPcZrTajbFKWp9TFPcCV3aBFcJ1NlhctOsWRXP4Cgx6WB_08af6WOgcBZzlAUrieW6J0c9HbSPr-bIrhCjxw3zGBHCYtbHBw3jrYzslwyeGsISujOSSXW_WQ2JiCeDKndnxq0BVmDA0eZiI1rSjzL-8l65HB8eHTAXbWQALav1Nlb8sS5SaJu9DfyZzcZ5ryU-IiiQkBWga7QYJirySJl/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVWb8Nh6jc0xpW94pNtj4Fk199W5LNP255mS0JBN2QYvBx3qgyTW8wLKSR6lZ3mVVN7k-v5PPxQdVx7Bvx4VwKTXW2VLykS49yQZgN3D1f5CBP3L2VLJ5vm38L5LZW4dG1735mpswdW6dF25L7DBV1YN2xxQQjF9PNGW3vk_gh3HNWKyW9jtBq87fx3DhW5Y9TXt159Xl7W7kK2tk6NhCG0N5K6MCn1-JBnW6WjLm21G-kYHN3tgKBjTddRbW1LHG_N3MMkbCW6mGnH18g_cKfW6HKNdn6xXHXBN7g0VzThnwQDW4BQSKy7JDHNHW2-S5sk8FkTchW6V4wrH4ghrWYW832dzG5ClHLHW4nj3x54CxxDhW1TCjfX1_1LPQW8T4nVL8N_Dj9VwX9qq5gD01RW1FRZht7ZwppDf6Q0mdx04


 
CMS Announces Launch of Window-Shopping for Consumers to Preview 2025 
Health Coverage Options 
In a press release publ ished October 25,  2024, CMS announced the launch of window -
shopping for consumers to preview health coverage opt ions avai lable through the Open 
Enrollment (OE) Period for HealthCare.gov Marketplaces. CMS encourages those who are 
interested in addit ional informat ion on updates and improvements to Healthcare.gov 
Marketplace OE to consult  CMS’s “What ’s New” fact sheet  and infographic on the impact 
of the enhanced tax credits, as wel l as the fol lowing resources:  
 

•  The Plan Year 2025 Qualif ied Health Plan and Premiums in HealthCare.gov Staes –  
Report,  Appendix Tables, and Methodology . This report includes stat ist ics 
i l lustrat ing decreased premiums, cost -sharing, and issuer part icipat ion before and 
after introduction of the enhanced tax credits.  
 

•  The Plan Year 2025 Health Insurance Marketplace Public Use Fi les  
 

•  Information on Quali ty Ratings for Plan Year 2025  
 

•  The Plan Year 2025 Projected Health Insurance Exchange Coverage Map . Issuer 
part ic ipation and enrol lee options in the federal Marketplace increased from 2024 
to 2025.  
 

•  The Plan Year 2025 State-based Marketplace Open Enrol lment Fact Sheet  

 

 

USPSTF Comment Opportunity on Draft Recommendation on Screening for 
Intimate Partner Violence and Caregiver Abuse of Older or Vulnerable Adults  
The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) released a draft  recommendat ion 
statement and draft evidence review on screening for int imate partner violence (IPV) and 
caregiver abuse of older and vulnerable adults. The USPSTF recommendat ion has a “B” 
grade and recommends cl inic ians screen for IPV in pregnant and postpartum persons and 
women of reproduct ive age.  The USPSTF found the current evidence is insuff ic ient to 
assess the balance of benef its and harms of screening for caregiver abuse and neglect in 
older or vulnerable adults. When f inal ized, this recommendation wi l l update and replace 
the 2018 recommendation on screening for IPV and screening for abuse in older or 
vulnerable adults. In 2018, the USPSTF recommended cl inic ians screen for IPV in women 
of reproduct ive age and provide or refer women who screen posit ive to ongoing support 
services. The current draft  recommendation statement is otherwise consistent with the 
2018 recommendat ion.  
 
Fol lowing the June 2024 circuit  court rul ing in the Braidwood Management, Inc. v. 
Becerra  case, health plans subject to the ACA prevent ive services mandate wi l l continue 
to be required to cover al l appl icable preventive services recommendations from the 
Health Resources and Services Administrat ion (HRSA), the Advisory Committee on 
Immunizat ion Practices (ACIP) and USPSTF issued before and after 2010 without cost -
sharing.  

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1--5qlbWluLH7Gf8d8o1t9qaGFCs4VurfQZK4b-nFFgqQN3mKCAPmB59NKr6eZpFtCWdaxyx5q2DctDhVWBkyX_xPt5kN7tAjflPMQkaXso9YPt4tlRe4Nk11Uus_hHoTkV4ipduAz_Du-4Z9glVN6v_QRf3ZVJPFWGW7CoCnx8_HZmkBlCGL_X76ypK39jV5993Q5bCmCRUUlAeZR-y9cZGeiloVSRsIPIUFX-oUQN05UpfVmIJ_iGAd2qYJFO71H4x8zlwnDbAbmFFp8BkhFD5gJJvQpgUYJ3APsdJGvIbOZON2b_0tswI4YI_S4W2R/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Fnewsroom%2Fpress-releases%2Faffordability-and-choice-anchor-biden-harris-administrations-launch-window-shopping-12th
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1VBp0XeUYRPM0-13yGJJapB-C7Y-DA0Y0UvUyDu6iDqas3-1t_nEDfX9GTukT1AwTydCNdNAdrfxApdLR-1wRLHLNi0swwTeKZ8fAMG1ipW9kGGvCJ0JHftJ1Fqx8EvNBUdvzKFzLf-Xr-uOIxlP5LZPkcIdvA9LLZi1c_RmK3zEpSvUcpkkq3BLDIzjxYuAsj1LOy0oUG6I-WeFjBk1Le8iR-nnQCJieBK4HpAXQrKlU_TavlDc5CXmop8c0qHl2GSt4vmgXC3H5dcmeYLUBSQesmJ4RkNOFffHRXBNA2pSTRNki_Iqp4wLF88qeyW9u/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Fnewsroom%2Ffact-sheets%2Fmarketplace-2025-open-enrollment-fact-sheet
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The USPSTF is accepting publ ic comments unti l Nov. 25.  

 

State Issues  

Pennsylvania 

Regulatory 
 
PID Releases Transparency in Coverage Report  
The Pennsylvania Insurance Department (PID) released i ts second Transparency in 
Coverage report.  The report specif ical ly addresses health insurer c laim and appeal 
informat ion as reported via the Transparency in Coverage Template, as required by federal 
law, which requires insurers to report specif ic data regarding claims, claim denials, and 
appeal outcomes for ACA-compliant health plans offered on the individual Exchange.  
 
According to the 2024 report ’s execut ive summary, “Based on the latest information 
reported by insurers for 2023, individual market QHPs in Pennsylvania had an aggregated 
denial rate of 13.8%. PA’s individual market claim denial rate in 2023 is lower than the 
national individual market c laim denial rate in 2022 (the latest data available at the t ime 
this report was drafted). Addit ional ly, while total c laims received and total claims denied 
have increased over the last four years in PA, the aggregated denial rate has been 
relat ively stable, between 12.6 and 14.5 percent of al l claims received.”  
 
Insurance Commissioner Michael Humphreys’ statement about the report can be found  
here.  

 
 
Industry Trends 
Policy / Market Trends 
 
Drug and Hospital Costs Account for Nearly Two -Thirds of Americans’ Health 
Care Dollar 
Nearly one quarter of every dollar Americans pay for health care premiums now goes to 
prescript ion drug costs, whi le hospital costs account for over 40 cents of that dol lar,  a 
new AHIP analysis of commercial health care premiums shows.  
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Go deeper: Learn more about where Americans’ health care premiums go .  

 
Decision in TMA III  Litigation Challenging Implementation of the No Surprises 
Act  
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fif th Circuit  issued a decision in Texas Medical 
Associat ion v. HHS and LifeNet v. HHS  (“TMA II I”),  l i t igat ion challenging various 
regulat ions implementing the No Surpr ises Act .    
 
Those challenged regulat ions include the methodology used to determine the qual ifying 
payment amount (QPA) as wel l as the deadl ine for plans to make an init ial payment or 
issue a not ice of denial of payment under the Act. AHIP submitted an amicus br ief  
support ing the government’s defense of the exist ing rules.  
 
The decision, whi le mixed, includes several posit ive developments. These include:  

•  Upholding exist ing rules that al low plans to include in the QPA al l negot iated rates 
for same or similar specialt ies and geographic area, and to exclude from the QPA 
single case agreements and value-based payment adjustments.  
 

•  The court also upheld exist ing QPA disclosure requirements, reject ing an effort by 
providers to expand those disclosures to include information that the court 
observed is otherwise appropriately overseen and monitored by the agencies  
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In both instances, the Fif th Circuit ’s decision reverses an ear lier distr ict court decision 
vacating these provisions.  
 
However, the Fif th Circuit  did uphold the lower court ’s decision vacat ing certain 
regulat ions related to the 30-day deadl ine for plans to either make init ia l payments or 
issue a not ice of denial of payment under the Act. The court,  rely ing on the plain 
language of the Act, found that such payments and notices must occur within 30 days of 
the “transmittal of a bi l l”  to the plan. The court vacated regulat ions that f ixed the deadline 
to 30 days from a plan’s receipt of a clean claim.  

 
 
New Resource: HSCC Executive Checklist for Cyber Incident Response  
On October 30, the Healthcare and Publ ic Health Sector Coordinating Counci l (HSCC) 
Joint Cybersecur ity Working Group publ ished a cyber incident checkl ist  to assist senior 
health care execut ives in effect ive incident response and operational continuity following 
a cybersecur ity incident.  
 
The goal:  The checklist,  t i t led “From Panic to Plan: Execut ive Strategies for Handl ing 
Cyber Incidents,” aims to raise awareness about cr it ical considerat ions for informed and 
swift  execut ive decision-making dur ing and after a cyber incident.  
 
Why it matters:  The new resource comes as the health care system continues to face 
increased cyberattacks. Congress may also consider legislat ion to establ ish and enforce 
a set of minimum cybersecur ity standards for health care providers, health plans, 
clearinghouses, and business associates.  
 
About the HSCC Joint Cybersecurity Working Group:  A crit ical infrastructure industry 
counci l of more than 470 health care organizations and government agencies that 
col laborate to develop cybersecur ity leading pract ices to identify and mit igate cyber 
threats.  
 
Go deeper:  Download the checkl ist  

 
 
CMS Says ACOs in 2023 Saved Medicare $2.1B  
Accountable care organizat ions saved Medicare $2.1 bi l l ion in 2023, the largest annual 
savings in the history of the Medicare Shared Savings Program, according to CMS data. 
ACOs also received $3.1 bil l ion in performance payments and showed signif icant 
improvements in quality measures, part icular ly in diabetes and blood pressure control,  
cancer screenings and depression treatment.  
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Interested in reviewing a copy of a bill (s)?   Access the following web sites:  
 
Delaware State Legislation: http:/ /legis.delaware.gov/ .  
New York Legislation:  https:/ /nyassembly.gov/leg/  
Pennsylvania Legislation:  www.legis.state.pa.us . 
West Virginia Legislation:   http:/ /www.legis.state.wv.us/  
For copies of congressional bi l ls, access the Thomas website –  
http://thomas.loc.gov/.    

The content  o f  th is  emai l  is  conf ident ia l  and in tended for  the  rec ip ient  spec i f ied only .  I t  is  
s t r ic t ly  forb idden to  share any par t  o f  th is  message wi th  any th i rd  par ty ,  wi thout  a  wr i t ten 

consent  o f  the sender .  I f  you received th is  message by mis take,  p lea se rep ly  to  th is  message 
and fo l low wi th  i ts  de le t ion,  so that  we can ensure such a mis take does not  occur  in  the 

fu ture.  
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