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THE OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS ANNOUNCES THAT THE 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH REVIEW RULES AND THE STANDARD QUESTIONS  

TAKE EFFECT ON AUGUST 23, 2024 
 

IB Docket No. 16-155 
 
 The Office of International Affairs (OIA) of the Federal Communications Commission 
(Commission) announces that certain rules adopted in the Executive Branch Review Order1 and the 
Executive Branch Standard Questions Order2 are effective on August 23, 2024.3  The changes are to 
Parts 1 and 63 of the Commission’s rules (the specific sections are listed below) and affect applications 
related to international sections 214 authorizations and submarine cable landing licenses, and petitions for 
declaratory ruling related to foreign ownership under section 310(b) of the Communications Act.4 
 
 Under the new rules, each applicant or petitioner (together, “Applicant”), among other things, is 
required to make certain certifications regarding national security and law enforcement requirements in its 
application and/or petition and “to designate a point of contact who is located in the United States and is a 
U.S. citizen or lawful U.S. permanent resident, for the execution of lawful requests and as an agent for 
legal service of process.”5  The Commission refers to the Committee for the Assessment of Foreign 
Participation in the United States Telecommunications Services Sector (Committee), the applications for 
international section 214 authorizations and submarine cable landing licenses and applications to assign, 

 
1 Process Reform for Executive Branch Review of Certain FCC Applications and Petitions Involving Foreign 
Ownership, IB Docket No. 16-155, Report and Order, 35 FCC Rcd 10927 (2020) (Executive Branch Review Order); 
Process Reform for Executive Branch Review of Certain FCC Applications and Petitions Involving Foreign 
Ownership, IB Docket No. 16-155, Erratum, 35 FCC Rcd 13164 (OMD/IB 2020) (Erratum) (replacing Appendix B 
(Final Rules) of the Executive Branch Review Order).  The amendments to sections 0.261 and 1.47 of the rules and 
the addition of part 1, subpart CC were effective December 28, 2020.  See Federal Communications Commission, 
Process Reform for Executive Branch Review of Certain FCC Applications and Petitions Involving Foreign 
Ownership, 85 Fed. Reg. 76360, 76360, 76381-87 (Nov. 27, 2020); 47 CFR §§ 0.261, 1.47, 1.40001(a)(1), 
1.40001(b)-(d), 1.40002, 1.40004.     
2 Process Reform for Executive Branch Review of Certain FCC Applications and Petitions Involving Foreign 
Ownership, IB Docket No. 16-155, Second Report and Order, 36 FCC Rcd 14848 (2021) (Executive Branch 
Standard Questions Order); id. at 14873, para. 54 (directing the then-existing International Bureau to issue a Public 
Notice informing the public of the effective date of these requirements).   
3 See Federal Communications Commission, Process Reform for Executive Branch Review of Certain FCC 
Applications and Petitions Involving Foreign Ownership, 89 Fed. Reg. 68117 (Aug, 23, 2024) (2024 Executive 
Branch Review Federal Register Notice).   
4 47 U.S.C. §§ 214, 310(b); 47 U.S.C. §§ 34 to 39.   
5 47 CFR §§ 1.5001(n), 68.18(q).  See Executive Branch Review Order, 35 FCC Rcd at 10935, 10948-49, paras  19, 
58.  Only a subset of the certifications apply to broadcast applicants and licensees.  Compare § 1.5001(n)(1) and §§ 
1.5001(n)(2), 63.18(q).  See Executive Branch Review Order, 35 FCC Rcd at 10955, para. 75. 
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transfer control, or modify such authorizations and licenses where the Applicant has reportable foreign 
ownership, and all petitions for section 310(b) foreign ownership rulings.6  In the Executive Branch 
Standard Questions Order, the Commission adopted a set of Standard Questions that certain Applicants 
with reportable foreign ownership will be required to answer.7  The Standard Questions consist of six 
separate questionnaires (based on subject matter) and a supplement for the provision of personally 
identifiable information (PII).  Under the new rules, an Applicant whose application and/or petition is 
referred to the Committee must provide:  
 

• Responses to the Standard Questions for its type of application/petition directly to the 
Committee prior to or at the same time that it files the application and/or petition with the 
Commission;8 and   

• a copy of its application(s) and/or petition subject to review by the Committee within 
three (3) business days after submission to the Commission.9   

 
Submission of Materials to the Committee.  Copies of the Standard Questions that the 

Applicant must use to provide its responses and instructions on how to file materials directly with the 
Committee are on the FCC Webpage:  https://www.fcc.gov/international-affairs/requirements-
applications-and-petitions-subject-executive-branch-review.   
 
The rule changes noted below are effective on August 23, 2024:   
 
International Section 214 Authorization Rules (OMB Control No. 3060-0686) 
 

• Responses to Standard Questions (47 CFR §§ 1.40003, 63.18(p), 1.40001(a)(3)).    
• Exclusion to the Referral to the Committee (47 CFR § 1.40001(a)(2)).   
• National Security/Law Enforcement Certifications (47 CFR § 63.18(q)).     
• Ownership Disclosure Requirements (47 CFR §§ 63.18(h), 63.24(e)(2), 63.24(f)(2)(i)).   
• Revised Requirement to Demonstrate Qualification for Streamlined Processing (47 CFR § 

63.12(c)(3)).     
 
Submarine Cable Landing License Rules (OMB Control No. 3060-0944) 
 

• Responses to Standard Questions (47 CFR §§ 1.40003, 1.767(a)(8)(i), 63.18(p), 
1.40001(a)(3)).    

• Exclusion to the Referral to the Committee (47 CFR § 1.40001(a)(2)).   
• National Security/Law Enforcement Certifications (47 CFR §§ 1.767(a)(8)(i), 63.18(q)).   
• Ownership Disclosure Requirements (47 CFR § 1.767(a)(8)(i)).   
• Application to Executive Branch Agencies (47 CFR §§ 1.767(j), 1.767(a)(11)(i), 63.18(h)).  

 
6 Executive Branch Review Order, 35 FCC Rcd at 10935-38, paras. 24-28 (setting out which types of applications 
will generally be referred to the Executive Branch, but noting the Commission has the discretion to refer additional 
types of applications if it finds that the specific circumstances of an application require the input of the Executive 
Branch); see also Erratum, 35 FCC Rcd at 13168-69, para. 7; 47 CFR § 1.40001(a)(1).  An applicant for an 
international section 214 authorization or submarine cable landing license has “reportable foreign ownership” when 
any foreign owner of the applicant must be disclosed in the application pursuant to section 63.18(h) of the 
Commission’s rules.  47 CFR § 63.18(h); see Erratum, 35 FCC Rcd at 13169, 13173-74, paras. 7, 11; 47 CFR § 
1.40001(d).   
7 See generally Executive Branch Standard Questions Order. 
8 47 CFR §§ 1.50001(m), 63.18(p).  See Executive Branch Review Order, 35 FCC Rcd at 10935, 10946, paras 18, 
49; Executive Branch Standard Questions Order, 36 FCC Rcd at 14849, 14851, paras. 1, 4. 
9 47 CFR § 1.40003(a)(2).  

https://www.fcc.gov/international-affairs/requirements-applications-and-petitions-subject-executive-branch-review
https://www.fcc.gov/international-affairs/requirements-applications-and-petitions-subject-executive-branch-review
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• Revised Requirement to Demonstrate Qualification for Streamlined Processing (47 CFR § 
1.767(k)(5)).   

• Quarterly Reporting Requirements (47 CFR § 1.767(l)).  
 
Rules Applicable to Broadcast, Common Carrier, and Aeronautical Radio Licensees Under Section 
310(b) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (OMB Control No. 3060-1163) 
 

• Responses to Standard Questions (47 CFR §§ 1.40003, 1.5001(m), 1.40001(a)(3)).    
• Exclusion to the Referral to the Committee (47 CFR § 1.40001(a)(2)).   
• National Security/Law Enforcement Certifications (47 CFR § 1.5001(n)).   

 
For further information, please contact Arthur Lechtman, Telecommunications and Analysis 

Division, Office of International Affairs, at 202-418-1465 or Arthur.Lechtman@fcc.gov. 
 
 

-FCC- 
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