
 
 

Windstar Cruises Promotes Stijn Creupelandt to Chief Operating Officer; 
Paul Barrett, Vice President of Marine & Technical Operations to Retire 

 
MIAMI, FL, October 2, 2024 –  Windstar Cruises, the leader in small ship cruising, has announced the 
promotion of Stijn Creupelandt to the position of chief operating officer (COO). Creupelandt’s 
promotion and Windstar’s internal restructuring of operations management comes as Paul Barrett, the 
company’s vice president of marine & technical operations, announces his retirement to take effect in 
April 2025 after a distinguished career in the cruise industry, culminating with Windstar Cruises. 
 
A 20+-year veteran of the luxury cruise industry, Stijn Creupelandt joined Windstar Cruises in 2021 as 
vice president of hotel operations and product development.  Previously he was the director of hotel 
services at Seabourn where he first began his career as a waiter on Seabourn Pride (now Windstar’s Star 
Pride) before working his way up into executive leadership positions. Creupelandt is part of the line’s C-
suite team with shipboard experience, joining Windstar’s President Christopher Prelog who also worked 
his way up from a shipboard waiter, among other leaders in the line with varied backgrounds as former 
crew members at sea.   
 
At Windstar, Creupelandt will continue to oversee the leadership, management, and operation of the 
Windstar guest experience, hotel services and product development while also overseeing the 
company’s operational functions across marine and technical operations. Current high visibility 
initiatives include the design and product development of two new ships – Star Seeker and Star 
Explorer; development of new cruise regions for the fleet; refresh of interior design on all three Wind 
Class sailing ships and innovation in Windstar’s culinary offerings.  
 
"Stijn brings a unique blend of analytical thinking, organization and creativity to his work," shared 
Windstar’s President Christopher Prelog. "His extensive experience and deep understanding of the 
cruise industry, coupled with his commitment to delivering exceptional guest experiences, make him the 
ideal candidate to lead Windstar’s operational strategy as the company continues to expand its fleet and 
enhance its offerings." 
 
Paul Barrett has been with Windstar Cruises since 2017. With more than 30 years of marine engineering 
and technical operations experience, Barrett has been responsible for all of Windstar's marine and 
technical operations. His leadership and operational expertise have played a critical role in the 
company’s growth and success. Barrett led sustainability initiatives at the company to increase energy 
efficiency of all ships, reduce fuel consumption and an overall reduction in the line’s carbon footprint 
across the fleet in correlation with current European Union and future International Maritime 

https://www.windstarcruises.com/


Organization’s Carbon Intensity Indicator regulations. He also spearheaded efforts to enhance the line’s 
training and operational skills for marine and engineering officers. 
 
“Paul's professional knowledge, technical insights and contributions to our success cannot be 
overstated," shared Prelog. "He leaves behind a legacy of excellence and innovation at Windstar Cruises. 
We thank him for his years of service and dedication, and we wish him all the best in his retirement.” 
 
Windstar has started looking for a new vice president of hotel operations to join the team in Miami.  
 
For more information about Windstar Cruises, visit www.windstarcruises.com.  
 
An image of Creupelandt is available for media download and usage here. 
 

###   
Contacts:   
Sarah Scoltock, Director of Public Relations, Windstar Cruises / sarah.scoltock@windstarcruises.com    
Sally Spaulding, Account Director, Percepture / sspaulding@percepture.com      
  
About Windstar Cruises:   
With a fleet of six boutique all-suite and sailing yachts, each carrying between 148 to 342 guests, Windstar Cruises, 
voted #1 boutique cruise line, offers an intimate experience like no other. Guests can explore enchanting 
destinations across Europe, the Caribbean, Costa Rica, the Panama Canal, Alaska, New England, Canada, South 
America, Japan, and the South Pacific. Plus, Windstar operates year-round in Europe and will offer two unique ship 
experiences in Tahiti starting in 2027. Windstar will introduce two new ships to its Star Class starting in December 
2025 - the Star Seeker and Star Explorer. At Windstar Cruises, it's not just about travel – it's about creating 
experiences that resonate with the soul. With port-intensive itineraries, iconic destinations, exceptional service, and 
an innovative culinary program, every moment with Windstar is an opportunity for discovery and delight.  
  
Windstar Cruises is proud to be part of the Xanterra Travel Collection®, a distinguished group of global hospitality 
and travel companies with a legacy that spans over a hundred years operating our country’s iconic national parks, 
including Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, Glacier, Death Valley, and many others. Xanterra Travel Collection®, is owned 
by The Anschutz Corporation, the ultimate owner of the Broadmoor, Sea Island, and entertainment giant AEG, 
Anschutz Entertainment Group.   
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