DAIL EIREANN

MAOINIJ DO BHUNSCOILEANNA.

Rith D4il Eireann an Ruin seo istigh ag an
gCruinniii de Dhdit Eireann a bhi ann an 264 14

seo de Mheitheamh, 2024.

Le cur go dti:

For transmission to:

An Taoiseach

PRIMARY SCHOOL FUNDING.

The within Resolution was passed by D4il
Eireann at its Meeting on this 26th day of June,
2024,

el s Fo e

Cathaoirleach Dhéil Eireann



Go ndéanann D4il Eireann: That Déil Eireann:
a thabhairt d4 haire: notes:

~— Bur 22.8 dalta in aghaidh an mhéid ranga — that our pupil teacher ratio is 22.8 pupils

an coimheas idir daltai agus muinteoirf atd
againn, ach gur 20 dalta in aghaidh an
ranga an meéan san Aontas Eorpach;

go bhfuil caiteachas an Rialtais in aghaidh
an dalta indr mbunscoileanna
tearcmhaoinithe go géar, rud is ionann
agus 13 faoin gcéad den Olltairgeacht
Intire in aghaidh an duine, fad gurb é 27
faoin gcéad in aghaidh an duine me#n na
hEagraiochta um Chomhar agus Fhorbairt
Eacnamaiochta (ECFE), rud a fhigann Eire
san ait dheireanach as 36 tir fhorbartha
maidir le caiteachas ar oideachas, de réir
tuarascéla 6 ECFE;

suirbhé a rinne Cumann Bainistiochta na
mBunscoileanna Caitliceacha le déanai i
mi Aibredin 2024, inar tuairisciodh gur
thainig ard os cionn 35 faoin gcéad ar
chostais fuinnimh scoileanna sa d4 bhliain
at4 imithe thart, fad gur ardaiodh costais
rachais 19 faoin gcéad i gcaitheamh na
tréimhse céanna, agus go raibh seacht
gcinn as gach 10 mbunscoil ag feidhmid
faoi easnamh uair éigin sna 12 mhi a
chuaigh thart;

gur ar éigean i bhfirinne go gclidaionn an
Deontas Caipitiochta na costais fuinnimh
agus leictreachals, agus gur beag maoiniu
a bhionn fagtha, né nach mbionn maoiniu
ar bith fagtha, chun na costais ar fad eile a
bhaineann le scoil a redchtdil a chludach
lena n-diritear costais didscartha
dramhaiola, acmhainni stiiseanéireachta
agus teagaisc, muirir bhainc, costais
phérolla agus riarachdin, muirir Uisce
Eireann, téillf cuntasalochta, costais a
bhaineann le soléthar sldinte agus
sabhéilteachta, tionchar an laghdaithe ar
Scéim Leabhar Saor in Aisce na
mBunscoileanna, imeacht na scéime
Deontais TFC, an ciorri €15 in aghaidh an
dalta sa Deontas Clair Samhraidh agus an
laghdu sa Deontas Seirbhisi Coimhdeacha,
ach nach bhfuil teoranta do na nithe sin;

— an g4 atd ag scolleanna airgead a bhailig

per class size, whereas the European
Union average is 20 pupils per class;

that there is chronic underfunding in
Government expenditure per student in
our primary schools, which is equivalent
to 13 per cent per capita Gross Domestic
Product, while the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) average is 27 per cent per capita,
leaving Ireland last out of 36 developed
countries for spending on education, as
per an OECD report;

a recent survey carried out by the Catholic
Primary Schools Management Association
in April 2024, which reported that schools
have seen their energy costs increased by
over 35 per cent in the last two years,
while insurance costs increased by 19 per
cent over the same period, and seven out
of 10 primary schools have run at a deficit
at some stage over the past 12 months;

that in reality the Capitation Grant barely
covers energy and electricity costs, with
little or no funding left to cover all the
other costs involved in running a school
including, but not limited to, refuse
disposal costs, stationery and teaching
resources, bank charges, Irish Water
charges, accounting fees, payroll and
administrative costs, costs related to
health and safety provision, the impact of
the reduction in the Primary School Free
Books Scheme, the disappearance of the
ICT Grant scheme, the cut of €15 per pupil
in the Summer Programme Grant and the
decrease in the Ancillary Services Grant;

— the need for schools to fundraise just to



direach chun billf a ioc, agus gur deacra
airgead a bhailii i gceantair a bhfuil an
t-anas nfos measa iontu, agus i scoileanna
beaga tuaithe;

an brd méadaithe ar phriomhoidi
scoileanna atd a dtraochadh de réir rita ar
ébhar imni é; agus

g0 mbionn, d'ainneoin an leibhéil sheasta
tearcinfheistiochta sin, scor daltal
Eireannacha 15 bliana d'aois i measc na
gcinn is airde i gClar Measdnaithe
IdirndisiGnta Scoldiri ECFE, rud a léirionn
go soiléir caighdedn an teagaisc agus
cumas ar mac léinn;

a thabhairt d& haire thairis sin:

gur tharla ard\i 56 faoin gcéad idir 2017
agus 2021 i lfon na leanaf le riachtanais
speisialta sa bhunoideachas;

go bhfuil os cionn 16,500 leanbh ag
fanacht lena gcéad choinne leis an
Meitheal Lionrai Leanai faoi Mhichumas
(MLLM), 6 t4 réta folantais foirme naisionta
s cionn 30 faoin gcéad ag na meithil sin;

go bhfuil 19,500 leanbh ag fanacht le
measinachtali riachtanais, rud a chuireann
tuilleadh leis na deacrachtal at4 roimh
dhaltal Riachtanas Oideachas Speisialta
(ROS) sna scoileanna;

an t-easnamh mor tacaiochtai riachtanas
speisialta oideachais (ROS), agus an
leithdhdileadh Mainteoiri Oideachais
Speisialta (MOS) calctha né ciorraithe idir
2017 agus 2021, fad at4 leithdhaileadh
Cuntdiri Riachtanas Speisialta (CRS) caitha
den chuid is mé freisin;

nach ndeonaitear tacaiochtal breise ach
amhdin tar éis athbhreithnithe
eisceachtila né meicniochtal achomharc
an-troma, | gcas ndr dearbhaiodh a
bhformhér;

in ainneoin samhail nua MOS a bheith &
tabhairt isteach in 2024, go bhfuil an
critéar "riachtanais chasta” bainte amach
as measunuithe agus nach n-aithneofar
tacaiochtai a bheith ag teastsil 6 roinnt
mhaith daltai priomhshrutha ROS go dti
rang 2 ar a laghad;

pay bills, and that fundraising is more
difficult in areas of greater deprivation,
and in smaller rural schools;

the increased pressure on school
principals who are suffering burnout at a
worrying rate; and

that despite this chronic level of
underinvestment, 15-year-old Irish pupils
score among the highest on the QECD
Programme for International Student
Assessment, which clearly indicates the
quality of teaching and the ability of our
students;

further notes:

that the number of children with special
needs in primary education increased by
56 per cent between 2017 and 2021;

that over 16,500 children are awaiting
their first appointment with the Children's
Disability Network Team (CDNT), as these
teams have a national staff vacancy rate of
over 30 per cent;

that 19,500 children are awaiting an
assessment of need, further adding to the
difficuities that Special Education Needs
(SEN) pupils are facing in schools;

the severe lack of SEN supports, with
Special Education Teachers (SET)
allocations frozen or cut between 2017
and 2021, while Special Needs Assistant
(SNA) allocations have also been largely
frozen;

that additional supports are only granted
following extremely burdensome
exceptional reviews or appeals
mechanisms, where the majority of these
were not upheld;

that despite a new SET model being
introduced in 2024, the criterion of
"complex needs" has been removed from
assessments and many SEN mainstream
pupils will not be recognised as needing
supports until at least 2nd class;



— nach bhfuil aon sdsra éifeachtdil né

trathuil ag scolleanna chun a geuid
riachtanas ROS a thuairisciy don Roinn
Oideachais né don Chomhairte Nsisiunta
um Oideachas Speisialta, ar féidir, mar
thoradh air sin, leithdh4ilti MOS a bheith 4
mbund ar shonrai neamhiomléna is sonraf
a d'fhéadfal a cheartd go héasca trf .
iarraidh ar phriomhoidi an fhaisnéis sin a
ionchur ina mBunachar Sonrai Daltaf Ar
Line (BSDAL) go bliantuil;

lion na leanaf a bhfuil riachtanais
speisialta acu, agus a dteaghlaigh, a bhfuil
aiteanna scoileanna f6s & lorg go géar acu
le haghaidh mhi Mheén Fémhair 2024;

go bhfull os cionn 45,000 leanbh ar na
foirne FMLM ar fud na tire; agus

gur mé an drochthionchar ar dhaltal SEN a
bhionn ag an ngéarchéim in earct agus
coinnedil miinteoiri ar fud &r gcdrais
oideachais; agus

a iarraidh ar an Rialtas:
— gealltanas a thabhairt go ndéanfaidh sé

cistio bunoideachais a ailinia leis an
medn-chistiv san ECFE;

a airithid gur leor an Deontas Coimhdeach
chun an costas a bhaineann le redchtsil
scoile a chlidach;

a irithiv go éiritear riachtanais reatha
agus proéifilia aonair i samhail leithdhdilte
MOS 2024, go ndéantar athmheastind
prainneach ar "riachtanais chasta” a
athbhunu mar chritéar, agus go geuirfear
sineadh le BSDAL i bhfeidhm l4ithreach
chun sonrai fior-ama at4 cruinn a &irithid i
leith daltai a bhfuil riachtanais speisialta
acu;

a dirithid go ndéanfaidh siceolal
oideachais cdilithe an ghné oideachastil
den Mheasiinu ar Riachtanais a
chomhlanu, le ciinamh 6 scoileanna;

an tAcht um Oideachas do Dhaoine a
bhfuil Riachtanais Speisialta Oideachais
Acu, 2004 a fhorfheidhmid, ionas gur
féidir le scoileanna dul i muinin
reachtaiochta chun a &irithiv go
bhfaigheann a ndaltai na tacaiochtai ROS

that schools have no efficient or timely
mechanism for reporting their SEN needs
to the Department of Education or the
National Council for Special Education,
which can result in SET allocations being
based on incomplete data which could
easily be rectified by asking principals to
input this information on their Pupil
Online Database {(POD) annually;

the number of children with special needs
and their families who are still desperately
seeking school places for September 2024;

that there are over 45,000 children on the
CDNT teams across the country; and

that the crisis in the recrvitment and
retention of teachers across our education
system has a greater adverse effect on SEN
pupils; and

calls on the Government to:

commit to aligning primary educational
funding with the OECD average;

ensure the Ancillary Grant is sufficient to
cover the cost of running a school;

ensure the 2024 SET allocation model
reflects current needs and individual
profiling, urgently reassesses the
reinstatement of "complex needs" as a
criterion, and immediately put in place an
extension to the POD to ensure real time
and accurate data regarding pupils with
special needs;

ensure the educational component of
Assessment of Needs is completed by a
qualified educational psychologist, with
assistance from schools;

enforce the Education for Persons with
Special Educational Needs Act 2004, so
that schools can access legislative
recourse to ensure their pupils receive the
necessary SEN supports to meet their
individual needs;



is gd chun freastal ar a riachtanais aonair;

acmhainnl agus tacaiochtai
leordhdthanacha a leithdhdileadh ar
scoileanna a bhfuil leanai 4 n-imeascadh
acu ar dideanaithe iad agus at4 ag lorg
tearmainn;

plean gniomhaiochta a thabhairt ar
aghaidh chun tacaiocht nios fearr a
thabhairt do phriomhoidi scoite agus chun
an t-am riarachéin do phriomhoidi
teagaisc a mhéadu, chomh maith le lion
na bpriomhoidi clinta a athbhund go
hiomlén go dti na leibhéil a bhi ann roimh
bhlianta na déine;

plean gniomhalochta a thabhairt ar
aghaidh le hacmhainnf agus amlinte chun
aghaidh a thabhairt ar an
ngéarghanntanas at4 ann sa chéras
oideachais maidir le solathair mdinteoir;
agus

breithnit a dhéanamh ar cheady do
scoileanna leas a bhaint as diolgintf 6
Chain Bhreisluacha {CBL) né as
scéimeanna citimh i leith CBL.

allocate sufficient resources and supports
to schools that are integrating refugee and
asylum-seeking children;

bring forward an action plan to better
support school principals and to increase
the administrative time for teaching
principals, as well as fully reinstating the
numbers of assistant principals back to
pre-austerity levels;

bring forward an action plan with
resources and timelines to address the
chronic teacher supply shortage in our
education system; and

consider allowing schools to benefit from
Value Added Tax (VAT) exemptions or VAT
compensation schemes.



