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MINUTES

Meeting of 4 November 2024, 15:00-18:45,
and 5 November 2024, 15:00-18:30

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened on Monday 4 November 2024 at 15:04, with Niclas Herbst (Chair)
presiding.

4 November 2024, 15.00 — 17.00

1. Adoption of agenda

The draft agenda was adopted in the form shown in these minutes.
2. Chair’s announcements
The Chair drew the attention of Members to the information in the CONT News.

3. 2023 discharge: General budget of the EU - Commission
CONT/10/00520
2024/2019(DEC) COM(2024)0272[01] — C10-0067/2024

Rapporteur:
Niclas Herbst (PPE)

Responsible:
CONT

e Hearing on MFF Heading 1 and Heading 5 with Margrethe Vestager, Executive

Vice-President of the Commission, responsible for A Europe Fit for the Digital
Age and Iliana Ivanova, Commissioner responsible for Innovation, Research,
Culture, Education and Youth, in the presence of ECA reporting Members Mihails
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Kozlovs (MFF Heading 1) and Marek Opiota (MFF Heading 5)

The following spoke: Niclas Herbst, Mihails Kozlovs (ECA Member), Marek Opiota (ECA
Member), Margrethe Vestager (Executive Vice-President of the Commission, responsible for
A Europe Fit for the Digital Age), Iliana Ivanova (Commissioner responsible for Innovation,
Research, Culture, Education and Youth), Carla Tavares, Taméas Deutsch, Bert-Jan Ruissen,
Eero Heindluoma.

The meeting adjourned at 16.48 and resumed at 17.04.

4 November 2024, 17.00 — 18.45

4. 2023 discharge: General budget of the EU - European Parliament
CONT/10/00539
2024/2020(DEC) COM(2024)0272[02] — C10-0068/2024

Rapporteur:

Monika Hohlmeier (PPE)
Responsible:

CONT

e Exchange of views with the following Directors-General:

- Directorate-General for Communication (DG COMM)

- Directorate-General for Personnel (DG PERS)

- Directorate-General for Infrastructure and Logistics (DG INLO)

- Directorate-General for Innovation and Technological Support (DG ITEC)

The following spoke: Niclas Herbst, Monika Hohlmeier, Christian Mangold (European
Parliament, DG COMM), Ellen Robson (European Parliament, DG PERS), Leena Maria
Linnus (European Parliament, DG INLO), Lorenzo Mannelli (European Parliament, DG
ITEC), Carla Tavares, Tamas Deutsch, Dick Erixon.

The meeting adjourned at 18.52.

The meeting resumed on 5 November at 15:04 with Niclas Herbst (Chair) presiding.

5 November 2024, 15.00 — 16.00
**% In camera ***
5. Coordinators’ meeting

*** End of in camera ***
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The meeting adjourned at 15.57 and resumed at 16.04.

5 November 2024, 16.00 — 17.30

6. 2023 discharge: General budget of the EU - Commission
CONT/10/00520
2024/2019(DEC) COM(2024)0272[01] — C10-0067/2024

Rapporteur:
Niclas Herbst (PPE)
Responsible:
CONT
e Exchange of views with Ilze Juhansone, Secretary-General of the European
Commission, in the presence of ECA reporting Member Jan Gregor

The following spoke: Niclas Herbst, Jan Gregor (ECA Member), Ilze Juhansone (Secretary-
General of the European Commission), José¢ Cepeda, Dick Erixon, Julien Sanchez, Daniel
Freund, Monika Hohlmeier.

The meeting adjourned at 17.15 and resumed at 17.31.

5 November 2024, 17.30 — 18.30

7. Protection of the European Union’s financial interests — combating fraud —
annual report 2023
CONT/10/01294
2024/2083(INI)

Rapporteur:
Gilles Boyer (Renew)
Responsible:
CONT
e Presentation by Johannes Hahn, Commissioner responsible for Budget and
Administration

The following spoke: Niclas Herbst, Johannes Hahn (Commissioner responsible for Budget

and Administration), Gilles Boyer, Caterina Chinnici, Eero Heindluoma, Virginie Joron,
Bert-Jan Ruissen.

8. Any other business

9. Date of next meeting

11-12 November 2024 (Brussels)
21 November 2024 (Brussels)

The meeting closed at 18.13.
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COMMITTEE MEETING

MONDAY, 4 NOVEMBER 2024
15:00 - 18:45

TUESDAY, 5 NOVEMBER 2024
15:00 - 16:00 (Coordinators’ meeting) and

16:00 - 18:30

BRUSSELS, SPAAK (1A002)

Monday, 4 November 2024, 15:00 - 19:00
1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

2. CHAIR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair draws attention to the following points:

Interpretation was requested in the following languages:

DE EN FRIT NL EL ES PT SV CS HU PL and RO.

The meeting will be webstreamed and can be followed live via the CONT webpage.
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Monday, 4 November 2023, 15:00 - 17:00
3. 2023 DISCHARGE: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN COMMISSION:

Hearing on MFF Heading 1 & MFF Heading 5 with Commissioners Margrethe Vestager,
Executive Vice-President of the Commission, responsible for A Europe Fit for the Digital
Age, and lliana Ivanova, Commissioner responsible for Innovation, Research, Culture,
Education and Youth, in the presence of ECA reporting Members Mihails Kozlovs (MFF
Heading 1) and Marek Opiota (MFF Heading 5)

CONT/10/00520 2024/2019(DEC)

Rapporteur: Niclas Herbst (EPP)

Shadow Rapporteurs: José Cepeda (S&D), Tamas Deutsch (PfE),
Joachim Stanistaw Brudzinski (ECR), Olivier Chastel (Renew), Daniel
Freund (Greens), Pasquale Tridico (The Left)

Administrators: Kaare Barslev, Benoit Lefort, Hans Stander, Anna Zsoldos

The CONT Committee will hold a hearing with Commissioner Vestager,
Executive Vice-President of the Commission, and Commissioner Ivanova
in the context of the discharge procedure for the Commission for the
financial year 2023. For this hearing, Mihails Kozlovs, Dean of Chamber IV
of the European Court of Auditors (ECA), will present the ECA’s findings
regarding MFF Heading 1 - ‘Single Market, Innovation and Digital’, and

' ' : i. Marek Opiota, Member of ECA’s Chamber llI, will present the audit
findings concerning MFF Heading 5 - ‘Security and defence’.

Under Heading 1, payments in 2023 amounted to EUR 25.3 billion, equivalent to 13.2 % of total budget
expenditure for the year. The largest share (60.5 %) of this expenditure went to Research (EUR 15.3 billion),
followed by Transport, Energy and Digital (EUR 4.1 billion, 16.1 %), InvestEU (EUR 2.3 billion, 9.1 %) and Space
(EUR 2.2 billion, 8.7 %).

The ECA found an estimated error rate of 3.3 % in its sample of expenditure under Heading 1, compared to
2.7 % for the financial year 2022. Most errors relate to research and innovation expenditure, with personnel
costs most affected by error. The ECA found several errors related to the incorrect application of hourly and
daily rates for research projects, and recommended that the Commission clarify these.

The ECA also found issues in relation to procurement for the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), which
contributed 28 % to the error rate of Heading 1. The ECA reviewed the ex ante control system for CEF grants
in the transport and energy sectors of the European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive
Agency (CINEA) and found that while the strategies for both CEF1 (2014-2020) and CEF2 (2021-2027) are
based on sound analysis of risks and past irregularities, the guidelines for ex ante checks on procurement
were not detailed enough and recommended that the Commission further develop them.

Under MFF Heading 5 - ‘Security and defence’, payments in 2023 amounted to EUR 1.4 billion, equivalent to
0.7 % of total budget expenditure for the year. The largest share (38.4 %) of this expenditure went to the
European Defence Fund and programmes related to defence industries (EUR 0.5 billion), followed by military
mobility (EUR 0.3 billion, 19 %), decentralised agencies (EUR 0.2 billion, 17.1 %) and the Internal Security Fund
(EUR 0.2 billion, 13.1 %). The ECA did not audit sufficient transactions to estimate the level of error for
Heading 5, but given the number of transactions under Heading 4 and 5 affected by errors (7 out of 23
transactions), the ECA considers that expenditure under Heading 5 (as well as Heading 4) is high risk.

In preparation for the hearing, the Members of the CONT Committee submitted to the Commission 45
written questions concerning MFF Heading 1 and 10 questions concerning MFF Heading 5, answers to which
were received and shared with CONT Members on 25 October 2024.

All relevant documents, including the Commission’s replies to the written questions, can be found on the
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CONT website.

It is proposed that the hearing of Commissioners Vestager and Ivanova proceed as follows:

e Presentations by the reporting Members of the European Court of Auditors, Mihails Kozlovs (MFF
Heading 1) and Marek Opiota (MFF Heading 5), who will present the findings of the respective chapters
of the ECA Annual Report 2023;

e Commissioners Vestager and Ivanova will provide replies to this introduction;

e CONT Rapporteur and shadow rapporteurs will put questions to the Commission and the ECA, followed
by answers (ping-pong system);

e Other Members will put questions to the Commissioners and/or the ECA;

e  Closing remarks by the European Commission and the CONT Rapporteur.

CONT Timetable
Event Body Date
Deadline for Opinion-giving FEMM, DEVE, CULT, AFET, PECH, AGRI, 28 February 2025
Committees ENVI, EMPL, ITRE, JURI, LIBE, TRAN, REGI
Consideration in Committee CONT 17-18 February 2025
Deadline for Amendments CONT 21 February 2025, 12:00
Vote in Committee CONT 7-8 April 2025
Vote Plenary May 2025

Monday, 4 November 2024, 17:00 - 18:45

4, 2023 DISCHARGE: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
CONT/10/00539 2024/2020(DEC)

Exchange of views with the following Directors-General:
Director-General for Communication (DG COMM)

Director-General for Personnel (DG PERS)

Director-General for Infrastructure and Logistics (DG INLO)

Director-General for Innovation and Technological Support (DG ITEC)

Rapporteur: Monika Hohlmeier (EPP)

Shadow Rapporteurs: Giuseppe Lupo (S&D), Tamas Deutsch (PfE), Dick
Erixon (ECR), Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy (Renew), Damian Boeselager
(Greens), Jonas Sjostedt (The Left)

Administrator: Fernando Gallego Osuna

In the context of the European Parliament’s discharge for the financial year
2023, a written questionnaire was sent to Parliament’s administration, after
having received proposals from the CONT Coordinators, focusing on strategic
and priority discharge issues related to 2023 and issues of direct budgetary
relevance, in line with the working arrangements. Written replies are
expected by Monday, 28 November. In parallel, it was decided to organise
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this exchange of views with the Directors-General of several key Directorates-General, to discuss their subject
areas. These exchange of views are expected to focus on major topics or concerns having a clear budgetary

relevance and regarding the concrete year in question (or related to that year), or, possibly, on a selection of
key priority topics, avoiding repetition of old cases/questions over several years. A second exchange of views

with the Directors-General of the Directorates-General for the Presidency and for Finance is planned for 21

November.

Members will find the relevant documents for the European Parliament discharge, such as the Report on
Budgetary and Financial Management, the annual accounts, the report on contracts awarded, the Annual
Activity Reports of the Directorates-General and the replies and follow-up to last year's discharge resolution,
on the CONT Discharge 2023 website.

CONT Timetable
Event Body Date
Consideration in Committee CONT 27-28 January 2025
Deadline for Amendments CONT 4 February 2025, 14:00
Vote in Committee CONT 17-18 March 2025
Vote Plenary May 2025

*¥%

Tuesday, 5 November 2024, 15:00 - 16:00

¥*% In camera ***

5. COORDINATORS’ MEETING

***End of in camera ***

*¥%

Tuesday, 5 November 2024, 16:00 - 17:30

6. 2023 DISCHARGE: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN COMMISSION
CONT/10/00520 2024/2019(DEC)

Exchange of views with llze Juhansone, Secretary-General of the European Commission,
in the presence of ECA reporting Member Jan Gregor

Rapporteur: Niclas Herbst (EPP)

’i Shadow Rapporteurs: José Cepeda (S&D), Tamas Deutsch (PfE),
A Joachim Stanistaw Brudzinski (ECR), Olivier Chastel (Renew), Daniel
Freund (Greens), Pasquale Tridico (The Left)

Administrators: Kaare Barslev, Benoit Lefort, Hans Stander, Anna Zsoldos

Under the authority of the President of the European Commission, the
Secretariat-General serves the College of Commissioners and oversees the
implementation of the Commission's political priorities.

To this end, the Secretariat-General steers and coordinates the work of
the Commission services across all policy areas to ensure the consistency,
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quality and timely delivery of policy, legislation and operations. It does this from the early stages of policy
development, through the internal decision-making process, to interinstitutional negotiations to agree the
policy, and finally to putting the policy into practice.

The Secretariat-General is at the heart of the Commission’s corporate governance
structure, chairing and organising meetings of the Corporate Management Board. It
supports the Executive Vice-Presidents and Vice-Presidents in their coordination
tasks, including through the management of groups of Commissioners and project
teams. The Secretariat-General also coordinates and steers the relations between the
Commission and the other EU institutions, national parliaments, and international
and non-governmental organisations.

The discharge hearing will be based on information provided in public documents,
such as:

e the Court of Auditors' 2023 Annual Report;
e the Commission's Integrated Financial and Reporting package; and
e the 2023 Annual Activity Report of the Secretariat-General of the Commission.

In preparation for the hearing, the CONT Committee submitted to the Commission 26 written questions
concerning the work of the Secretary-General, answers to which were received and shared with CONT
Members on 25 October 2024.

All relevant documents, including the Commission’s replies to the written questions, can be found on the
CONT website.
It is proposed that the hearing with Commission Secretary-General lize Juhansone proceed as follows:

e Introduction by the reporting Member of the European Court of Auditors, Jan Gregor, who will present
the relevant findings of the Annual Report 2023;

e The Commission Secretary-General will reply to this introduction;

o The CONT Rapporteur and shadow rapporteurs will put questions to the Secretary-General and the ECA,
which will be followed by answers (ping-pong system);

e  Other Members will put questions to the Secretary-General and/or the ECA;

e Closing remarks by the ECA Member and the CONT Rapporteur.

CONT Timetable

Event Body Date

Deadline for Opinion-giving FEMM, DEVE, CULT, AFET, PECH, AGRI, 28 February 2025
Committees ENVI, EMPL, ITRE, JURI, LIBE, TRAN, REGI

Consideration in Committee CONT 17-18 February 2025
Deadline for Amendments CONT 21 February 2025, 12:00
Vote in Committee CONT 7-8 April 2025

Vote Plenary May 2025

Tuesday, 5 November 2024, 17:30 - 18:30

7. PROTECTION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION’S FINANCIAL INTERESTS — COMBATING
FRAUD — ANNUAL REPORT 2023

CONT/10/01294
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Presentation by Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for Budget and Administration

Rapporteur: Gilles Boyer (Renew)

Shadow Rapporteurs: Caterina Chinnici (EPP), Eero Heindaluoma (S&D),
Virginie Joron (PfE), Rudi Kennes (The Left), Alexander Jungbluth (ESN)

Administrators: Diego Rasetti, Lucas Maton
On 25 July 2024, the European Commission adopted its 35" Annual Report

on the Protection of the European Union's financial interests and the Fight
against fraud, dedicated to the year 2023.

This report, commonly referred to as the “PIF Report”, is published in line
with Article 325(5) of the TFEU, in cooperation with Member States, to
report to the European Parliament and the Council on the measures taken pursuant to this article. This report
constitutes a material contribution to the annual discharge procedure, and it also forms one of the terms of
reference for the adoption by the European Parliament of its resolution on the protection of the European
Union’s financial interests, based on the Committee on Budgetary Control’s annual draft report, for which
MEP Gilles Boyer (Renew) is the Rapporteur this year.

Given that Member States manage a significant part of EU funds themselves and are also in charge of
collecting traditional own resources, they work with the European Commission on this reporting. The PIF
Report is for that reason based mainly on information provided by the Member States, including data on
detected irregularities and fraud. Analysis of this information allows for an assessment of which areas are
most at risk, thereby making it possible to better target action at both EU and national level.

The PIF Report will be presented by the Commissioner for Budget and Administration, Johannes Hahn. It
provides data and analysis on the cases of fraud and irregularities reported by the competent EU and
national authorities and includes some information on cooperation amongst components of the Anti-Fraud
Architecture. Following Parliament’s calls for a more holistic approach to reporting on the fight against fraud
and on the protection of the Union'’s financial interests, this edition also refers to other existing reports on
related matters and from linked entities, such as OLAF’s annual report and EPPO’s annual report.

The 2023 PIF Report mentions a total of 13 563 fraudulent and non-fraudulent irregularities reported in 2023,
amounting to EUR 1.90 billion. As regards the fraudulent irregularities, their number has remained relatively
stable over the last 5 years and amounted to 1 030 in 2023 (-9.5 % compared to 2022), while their financial
impact increased to EUR 585.8 million in 2023 (+103 % compared to 2022). As regards the non-fraudulent
irregularities, their number and financial impact peaked in 2023 following a growing trend over the last 5
years, with 12 533 irregularities (+3.5% compared to 2022), but involving a lower financial amount: EUR 1.31
billion (-14% compared to 2022).

The working documents accompanying the PIF Report provide additional and detailed information on the
several topics addressed in the report itself; all available information, also from other reports and documents,

will be used as the basis for the Rapporteur’s analysis for the preparation of the INI report on the protection
of the financial interests of the Union.

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

10. NEXT MEETINGS

e 11-12 November 2024 (Brussels)
e 21 November 2024 (Brussels)
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PAPERLESS PROGRAMME (INTERNAL USERS ONLY)
Access CONT Committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT Committee information on
eCommittee.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT Committee.
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NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT — BUDGETARY AFFAIRS
RECENT PUBLICATIONS
Publications Catalogque 2019 - 2024

CONT

Study “EU anti-fraud architecture - the role of EU-level players, how they cooperate and the
challenges they face”

Briefing “Cohesion Policy Calendar (2021-2027 and 2014-2020 Programming Periods)”
July 2024 update

Briefing “Analysis of the 100 largest recipients of RRF funds per Member State”

Briefing “EU assistance to Ukraine and scrutiny of the EU financing provided”

Study “Lessons learned from the implementation of crisis response tools at EU level” (Part 1)
Study “The future of digitalisation of budgetary control”

At a Glance “Nomination for a Member of the European Court of Auditors: Italy”

Workshop Proceedings “Preventing EU funds from reaching sanctioned individuals or
entities”

Study “Due Diligence in EU Institutions' Own-Account Procurement: Rules and Practices”
Workshop Proceedings “Sponsorships of EU Presidencies: Stocktaking and Perspectives”
Briefing “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors: Sweden and Portugal”
Briefing “EU assistance to Ukraine and scrutiny of the EU financing provided”

Briefing “Preventing EU funds from ending up with individuals or companies tied to the EU-
Russia sanctions list”

In-Depth Analysis “The EU Emissions Trading System: Method and Effects of Free
Allowance Allocation”

Briefing “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors: Belgium and Finland”
At a Glance “Transparency and accountability of EU funding for NGOs active in EU policy
areas within EU territory”

Briefing “Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors: Denmark, Spain and
Ireland”

Study “Transparency and accountability of EU funding for NGOs active in EU policy areas
within EU territory”

BUDG
Study “The history of the EU budget” (Update) Other language versions

Briefing “The European Parliament and the CFSP Budget - The case of the Rapid
Deployment Capacity”

Study “Performance framework for the EU budget - Concepts and practices” (Part 1)
Study “The impacts of recent inflation developments on the EU finances” (Part 1)
Briefing “ITER financing by the EU budget - state-of-play”

Briefing “An estimate of the European Union’s long-term borrowing cost bill”
Briefing “Gender budgeting in the Member States”

At a Glance “Options for a stronger and more agile EU budget”

Study “Options for a stronger and more agile EU budget”

Briefing “Ukraine: Financing of reconstruction and the role of the EU budget”
Briefing “Budgetary aspects of EU defence policy”
In-Depth Analysis “Recovery and Resilience Dialogue with the European Commission”
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/753974/IPOL_STU(2023)753974_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2024/636475/IPOL_STU(2024)636475_EN.pdf
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/756629/IPOL_STU(2023)756629_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/756469/IPOL_BRI(2023)756469_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/754286/IPOL_BRI(2023)754286_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/754386/IPOL_BRI(2023)754386_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/755100/IPOL_ATA(2023)755100_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/755099/IPOL_STU(2023)755099_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/751219/IPOL_BRI(2023)751219_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/752384/IPOL_BRI(2023)752384_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2023/747851/IPOL_IDA(2023)747851_EN.pdf

Briefing “EU Financial assistance to Africa and Latin America 2021-2027”

Briefing “Human and Financial Resources in Decentralised EU Agencies”
In-Depth Analysis “The rising cost of European Union borrowing and what to do about it

Briefing “Statistical own resources: Examples of the gender pay gap and food waste”
At a Glance “The tools for protecting the EU budget from breaches of the rule of law: the

Conditionality Regulation in context”
Briefing “Financial impact of the war in Ukraine: current and future challenges for the EU

budget”

BUDG

Briefings “6 briefing papers on various aspects of the post-2027 MFF”

Study “The impacts of recent inflation developments on the EU finances” (Part 2)
Study “Performance framework for the EU budget” (Part 2)

Study “Mapping the current structure and discovering the potential of ‘other revenue’ ”
Study “Adapting the EU budget to make it fit for purpose for future enlargements”
Study “Contingent liabilities for the EU budget: an updated appraisal”

CONT

Study “The Financial Transparency System - How to improve its functioning and reliability”
Study “Lessons learned from the implementation of crisis response tools at EU level” (Part 2)

Study “Performance based Instruments: possible improvements in their design”

Study “Methods in the European Court of Auditors and the Commission: the estimated level

of error vs estimated risk at payment/risk at closure”

BUDG
Workshop “Some key themes for the post-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework” (7
November 2024)

CONT

Workshop “EU anti-fraud architecture - the role of EU-level players, how they cooperate and

the challenges they face” (date tbc)

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs - poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department Webpage: https://poldepnet.in.ep.europa.eu/home/budgetary-
affairs/presentation-of-poldep-d.html
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Disclaimer
The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Budgetary Control Committee of the European

Parliament and are provided for general information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are
the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European
Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations.
The Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites.
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CONT COORDINATORS' MEETING

Tuesday, 5 November 2024

15.00 - 16.00
Room: SPAAK 1A2
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S&D:  Carla TaVAIES.....cc.eeiiiiiiiiieeee ettt 21
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ECR:  Dick Erixon, replacing Joachim Stanislaw BrudzinsKi............ccccovceeriniiniincniencnn. 21
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The Left: JONAS STOSTEAL.....viieiiieeiie ettt e aree e 21
ESN:  ADSENL. ittt et st ettt nreen 21
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1.1.  European Defence Industry Programme and a framework of measures to ensure
the timely availability and supply of defence products (‘EDIP”) - 2024/0061(COD) [BSR]

21
1.2.  Establishing the Reform and Growth Facility for the Republic of Moldova.......... 21
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1.3.1.  Opinion to the BUDG-ECON implementation report on the Recovery and
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1.3.2.  Opinion to REGI own-INI report on possibilities for simplification of cohesion
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2. Appointing standing rapporteurs for scrutiny related files..........cccoooeveereniencnnennen. 22
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Coordinators present:

EPP: Tomas Zdechovsky

S&D: Carla Tavares

PfE: Tamas Deutsch

ECR: Dick Erixon, replacing Joachim Stanislaw Brudzinski
Renew: Olivier Chastel

Verts/ALE: Daniel Freund

The Left: Jonas Sjostedt

ESN: Absent

Items for decision
1. New referrals and opinions to INI reports

1.1. European Defence Industry Programme and a framework of measures to ensure the
timely availability and supply of defence products (‘EDIP’) - 2024/0061(COD) [BSR]

This proposal etablishes a budget and lays down a set of measures aimed at supporting defence
industry readiness of the Union and its Member States through the strengthening of the
competitiveness, responsiveness and ability of the European Defence Technological and
Industrial Base (EDTIB) to ensure the timely availability and supply of defence products and
at contributing to the recovery, reconstruction and modernisation of the Ukraine Defence
Technological and Industrial Base (Ukrainian DTIB).

Decision:
Coordinators decided to provide an opinion. The S&D group got the rapporteurship for 1 point.

1.2. Establishing the Reform and Growth Facility for the Republic of Moldova

The Commission has published a proposal for the establishment of the Reform and Growth
Facility for the Republic of Moldova COM(2024)0469.

The Moldova Growth Plan is based on three pillars, aimed at:

1. Increasing financial assistance over the next three years

2. Enhancing access to the European Union's single market.

3. Supporting Moldova's socio-economic and fundamental reforms.

Decision:
Coordinators decided to provide an opinion. The Left group got it for 1.5 points.

1.3. Distribution of opinions to INI reports from other Committees

1.3.1.  Opinion to the BUDG-ECON implementation report on the Recovery and
Resilience Facility

Coordinators decided on 7 October to request that CONT will do an opinion to this INI report.
This has been accepted by BUDG-ECON committees.
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1.3.2.  Opinion to REGI own-INI report on possibilities for simplification of cohesion
funds

Coordinators decided on 15 October to request that CONT will do an opinion to this INI
report. This has been accepted by the REGI committee.

Decision:

The Chair proposed that the opinion on the BUDG-ECON implementation report on the
Recovery and Resilience Facility should be seen in connection with the appointment of standing
rapporteurs (point 2) because the title of the report is identical to the title for one of the standing
rapporteurships. After distribution of the standing rapporteurships a majority of coordinators
approved to give this opinion to the S&D for no cost.

As a follow up, a point on working methods concerning standing rapporteurs will be put on the
agenda for Coordinators on 4/5 December 2024.

The opinion to the REGI INI report on possibilities for simplification of cohesion funds was
given to the EPP for 0.5 points.

2. Appointing standing rapporteurs for scrutiny related files

Decision:

A majority of coordinators supported a negotiated distribution of files for standing rapporteurs
in the following way:

- The monitoring of the application of the Rule of Law conditionality Regulation (EPP)

- The anti-fraud architecture: OLAF and Europol/Eurojust (ECR)

- The anti-fraud architecture: EPPO (Renew)

- The implementation of the RRF (S&D)

- The monitoring of the financial assistance to Ukraine and relations with the budget committee
of the Verkhovna Rada (Greens)

- Financial assistance to The Werstern Balkan (The Left)

3. Appointment of a Member of the Gender mainstreaming network

On 26 July, the Chair of the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality wrote to the
Chairs of the other EP committees asking them to appoint Members responsible for gender
mainstreaming.

In accordance with the EP Resolution of 13 March 2003 on gender mainstreaming in the
European Parliament, each parliamentary committee appoints one of its Members (and a
substitute Member) as responsible for Gender Mainstreaming, as part of the Network of
Members in charge of Gender Mainstreaming (GMN) led by the FEMM committee. The
network also meets at staff level.

PV\1309966EN.docx 21/25 PE765.310v0101

EN



EN

Decision:

Coordinators had a long discussion with many elements. As part of that discussion a majority
of Coordinators approved that:
- Ms Terry Reintke (Greens) is appointed as Member of the gender mainstreaming network.

Coordinators representing 15 Members further supported that:

- Ms Virgine Joron (PfE) is appointed as substitute Member of the gender mainstreaming
network.

Coordinators (S&D, Renew, Greens, The Left) representing 13 Members were opposed to this
candidate and supported Daniel Freund (Greens) as substitute Member of the gender
mainstreaming network.

It was requested that the decision on the substitute Member needs to be confirmed by the full
Committee. Since more candidates will most likely be proposed for such a vote, which can lead
to a complicated process, unsuited for being handled in the full Committee, Coordinators will
instead come back to the point on their meeting on 4/5 December.

4. Appointment of Member of the Petitions network

On 5 September 2024, the Chair of the Committee on Petitions wrote to the Chairs of the other
EP committees asking them to appoint at least one full Member and one substitute Member
responsible for petitions.

The Petitions’ network was created in 2016 with the aim of raising awareness and strengthening
cooperation between the committees of the European Parliament on issues raised by petitioners
in petitions submitted to the Committee on Petitions and forwarded to other committees for
opinion or for information.

Decision:

Coordinators had a long discussion with many elements. As part of that discussion a majority
of Coordinators approved that:
- Mr Daniel Freund (Greens) is appointed as Member of the Petitions’ network.

Coordinators representing 15 Members further supported that:
- Mr Julien Sanchez (PfE) is appointed as substitute Member of the Petitions’ network.

Coordinators (S&D, Renew, Greens, The Left) representing 13 Members were opposed to this
candidate and supported Olivier Chastel (Renew) as substitute Member of the Petition’s
network.

It was requested that the decision on the substitute Member needs to be confirmed by the full
committee. Since more candidates will most likely be proposed for such a vote, which can lead
to a complicated process unsuited for being handled in the full Committee, Coordinators will
instead come back to the point on their meeting on 4/5 December.
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5. Possible appointment of a CONT Member responsible for monitoring EU-UK
developments

Decision:
Coordinators decided that CONT did not need to have a standing rapporteur for EU-UK
relations.

6. Forward selection of ECA Special reports

Coordinators decided to select ECA Special Reports and Reviews for presentation in the CONT
Committee (possible as joint meetings or with invitations to other Committees) based on a
screening of the indicative timetable from ECA.

Based on the latest timetable the Secretariat proposed that the following reports and Reviews
are presented in CONT (screened including 1 quarter 2025).

e ECA’s SR 22/2024 — Double funding from the EU budget (published on 21 October)

e SR on EU Civil Service (expected date of publication 7 November)

e Review of the Annual Management and Performance Report (AMPR) (expected date of
publication 14 November)

SR on Cohesions Action for Refugees in Europe (CARE) (expected 1 quarter 2025)

SR on military mobility (expected 1 quarter 2025)

SR on RRF reforms 1 (expected 1 quarter 2025)

Review on RRF SR on European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) (expected 1
quarter 2025)

SR on Digital transformation (expected 1 quarter 2025)

e SR on VAT fraud on imports (expected 1 quarter 2025)

e SR on MS RRF control systems (expected 1 quarter 2025)

Decision:
Coordinators endorsed the suggestions made by Secretariat.

7. Gender Equality Week

At the Bureau meeting of July 2023, the President proposed to turn the Gender Equality Week
initiative into a standing annual event of the European Parliament. The 2024 edition of the
Gender Equality Week will take place from 9 to 13 December 2024. On this occasion, all
committees are invited to join the Week by organising events in their area of competences.

In this context, it would be interesting to inform CONT Members about the state of play of the
European Commission's work to mainstream gender equality in the EU budget, and in particular
the EU Gender Tracking Methodology, which is the methodological approach for measuring
public expenditures supporting gender equality across EU spending programmes.

Decision:
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Coordinators endorsed the organisation of an exchange of views on gender mainstreaming in
the EU budget, with the European Commission's DG Budget, during the CONT meeting of 9
December.

8. Discharge Calendar 2023

Decision:
Coordinators approved the updated discharge calendar for 2023.

Items for information

9. Provision and planning of expertise by the Policy Department D

The committees on Budgetary Control and on Budget are supported by a dedicated research
unit (Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs). The unit provides in-House briefings and
external studies, organises workshops on new topics with external experts. By principle, it
works for the committee on the request of the Coordinators (and not upon request of individual
MEP's). The unit gave an overview on how to make use of this service. It also raised some
changes stemming from the 2024 parliamentary reform, in which now priority is given to
"accompanying" expertise which can help fostering the EP in its legislative, budgetary and
scrutiny functions.

The secretariat will launch the procedure for identification of new proposals for expertise in

autumn.

10. CCC decision on the applicable modalities of cooperation for unfinished files under new
rule 57

At their meeting of 23 January 2024, CONT Coordinators decided to provide an opinion to
IMCO under ex-Rule 56 for the “Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of
the Council establishing harmonised requirements in the internal market on transparency of
interest representation carried out on behalf of third countries and amending Directive (EU)
2019/1937 (COM(2023)0637); 2023/0463 COD”. Rapporteurship for this opinion was granted
to EPP

On 10 October 2024, the CCC Chair issued a recommendation on the applicable modalities of
cooperation among committees concerning files falling under the unfinished business
procedure, in accordance with the new Rules of Procedure. According to this recommendation,
CONT is not listed as an opinion-giving committee for this file under new rule 57.

11. Outcome of written procedures

e 4 October - rejection of LIBE committee's request to draw up opinion to the
Protection of the European Union’s financial interests - combating fraud - annual
report 2023

e 7 October - CONT opinion to BUDG-ECON INI report on the RRF

e 9 October letter about press reports concerning Commission's plans for change of the
EU budget.

e 15 October 2024 - approval of CONT request to draw up an opinion to REGI own
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initiative report on Possibilities for simplification of cohesion fund

12. State of play of appointments on CONT files

e Work in progress document

e Overview of the points

13. Any other business

14. Date of next Coordinators' meeting

e 4 December, 2024
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