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Addressing the misuse of online 
platforms to combat human trafficking



OSCE priorities Tech/THB

➢ Develop a response at 

the platform level

➢ Harness the positive 

use of technology

➢ Join efforts with  and 

advise the private 

sector

➢ Constantly looking for 

new trends and 

developments



“For far too long, Backpage.com existed as the dominant 

marketplace for illicit commercial sex, a place where sex traffickers 

frequently advertised children and adults alike,” said Attorney 

General Sessions.

http://backpage.com/




Sex buyers
DEMAND

People in 
prostitution
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Possible victim of 
THB

Online platforms



Mapping platforms with 
high risks of THB 

Analyze priority platforms 
for instances of THB

Pro-active investigation of 
cases 



OSCE project on mapping websites



➢ sites advertising escort services, 

➢ massage services, 

➢ broader ‘classifieds’ advertising platforms, 

➢ advertising aggregators, 

➢ hobby boards, 

➢ sugar daddy sites, 

➢ dating and social networking websites, 

➢ and other forums as appropriate to the local market. 

Online platforms analyzed



4,189 websites were identified in 

these 56 countries

Results



Information collected



Results
• In one country, a website offered “virginity auctions” for club 

members only. 

• Navigating the “virgins” link: observed a number of visibly very young girls

• In some countries, buyers can “rent” a person in prostitution 

for 7, 14 or 21 days for sexual services, which indicates lack of 

freedom and movement of that person

• On many sites, the involvement of third parties (pimps) was 

observed

• Same persons involved in prostitution were advertised in 

different locations across the border of neighbouring 

countries, which shows frequent movement



✓ The overarching goal of this report is to 

respond to the threat of technology-

facilitated THB by building increased 

awareness about websites that facilitate 

sexual exploitation

✓ The report was designed to identify — in 

selected OSCE participating States — the 

market-leading online sites and platforms 

for the explicit and non-explicit selling of 

sexual services where victims of THB for 

sexual exploitation could be advertised



ExB Tech-Facilitated THB

1st

phase

• Finalized 2023
• 4 regional workshops, 152 professionals from 40 OSCE 

pS
• 56 OSCE pS online landscape SSW mapped
• Knowledge tools developed

2nd

phase

• Mapping of sexual marketplaces on social media
• Conducting research on safety measures undertaken by 

websites with high risks of THB
• Developing training materials and conducting trainings 

for prosecutors and judges on technology-facilitated 
THB

• Raising the awareness and knowledge of pS’ institutions 
responsible for online safety and oversight of the 
Internet. 



Planned target 1 - At least 5 more OSCE pS adopt/develop legislation to

combat technology-facilitated THB

✓ Three - initiated the amendment of the Criminal Code to include

aspects related to technology-facilitated THB;

✓ Two - initiated the amendment of the Criminal Procedure Code to

include aspects related to technology-facilitated THB;

✓ Four - initiated the drafting of policies and legislation to require online

platforms to address technology-facilitated THB;

✓ Nine - initiated the drafting of policies and legislation to enable the

use of technology tools to address technology-facilitated THB;

✓ Twelve - proposed to include the response to technology-facilitated

THB in the National Action Plan to Combat THB.

ExB Tech-Facilitated THB impact



Planned target 2 - At least 5 OSCE pS adopt the standard

operating procedures on addressing technology-facilitated

THB

✓ Fourteen (14) beneficiaries reported that they updated

the existing or developed new standard operating

procedures on addressing technology-facilitated THB;

✓ Eleven (11) beneficiaries reported that they established

new partnerships with stakeholders involved in

addressing technology-facilitated THB.

ExB Tech-Facilitated THB impact



Planned target 3 - At least 5 OSCE pS adopt the curriculum

for police academies on technology facilitated THB

- Eleven (11) beneficiaries reported that they introduced or

updated the existing training courses on technology-

facilitated THB in the training/educational institutions.

ExB Tech-Facilitated THB impact



Planned target 4 - At least 20 OSCE pS use the 

mapping methodology and indicators at the national 

level

40 countries were trained on the mapping 

methodology during the four sub-regional workshops 

throughout 2023 

ExB Tech-Facilitated THB impact



✓ OSCE-wide Report - “Mapping the online landscape of

risks of trafficking in human beings on sexual services

websites across the OSCE region.”

✓ CEPOL requested the project team develop an e-

learning module

✓ National workshops - Kyrgyzstan

ExB Tech-Facilitated THB spill-over effect



Donors – ExB project Responding to 
technology-facilitated trafficking in human 

beings



Thank you!


