
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

December 15, 2022

Kevin Feldheim, Ph.D.
Field Museum 
1400 S. Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, Illinois 60605  

Dear Dr. Feldheim:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has issued Permit No. 26973 to the Field 
Museum for research on protected species parts (angelsharks).  This permit is effective upon 
your signature and is valid through December 31, 2027.  To use your permit:

1. Read the permit, including attachments.  If you have questions, email your permit 
analysts � Jennifer Skidmore (jennifer.skidmore@noaa.gov) and Erin Markin, Ph.D. 
(erin.markin@noaa.gov) before signing the permit.  

2. Sign and date the signature page.

3. Keep the original signature page with your permit.  

4. Return a copy of the signature page to our office by:
a. Email to your permit analyst; or
b. Mail (NMFS Permits and Conservation Division (F/PR1), 1315 East-West Hwy, 

Silver Spring, MD 20910).

Import/Export:  All samples imported or exported must be declared and cleared through a U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) port designated for wildlife (50 CFR 14.12) and a Wildlife 
Declaration Form 3-177 must be filed with the USFWS inspector at the time of import or export.  
Contact the appropriate port for details about how to declare and clear your shipment prior to 
shipping your samples.  The list of designated ports and Form 3-177 may be obtained from: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/wildlife-trade-designated-portspdf.

Please keep your contact information current in our online database (https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov).  
You will receive automated email reminders of due dates for annual and final reports and a 
notice prior to expiration of your permit.  

Sincerely,

Jolie Harrison
Chief, Permits and Conservation Division
Office of Protected Resources

Enclosure



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Permit No. 26973 
Expiration Date: December 31, 2027 

Reports Due: March 31, annually

PERMIT TO IMPORT AND EXPORT PROTECTED SPECIES1 PARTS 
FOR SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES

I. Authorization 

This permit is issued to Field Museum, 1400 S. Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Illinois, (hereinafter 
�Permit Holder�), [Responsible Party:  Kevin Feldheim, Ph.D], pursuant to the provisions of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) and the regulations governing 
the taking, importing, and exporting of endangered and threatened species (50 CFR Parts 222-
226).   

II. Abstract

The objective of the research is to investigate the population genetics and basic breeding biology 
of three species of angelsharks. 

III. Terms and Conditions 

The activities authorized herein must occur by the means, in the areas, and for the purposes set 
forth in the permit application, and as limited by the Terms and Conditions specified in this 
permit, including attachments and appendices.  Permit noncompliance constitutes a violation and 
is grounds for permit modification, suspension, or revocation, and for enforcement action. 

A. Duration of Permit 

1. Personnel listed in Condition C.1 of this permit (hereinafter �Researchers�) may 
conduct activities authorized by this permit through December 31, 2027.  This 
permit expires on the date indicated and is non-renewable.  This permit may be 
extended by the Director, NMFS Office of Protected Resources or the Chief, 
Permits and Conservation Division (hereinafter �Permits Division�), pursuant to 
applicable regulations and the requirements of the ESA. 

2. Researchers must immediately stop permitted activities and the Permit Holder 
must contact the Permits Division for written permission to resume if authorized
numbers for import or export are exceeded.  See Condition E.2 for reporting 
requirements.

1 �Protected species� include species listed as threatened or endangered under the ESA, and marine mammals.
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B. Number and Kinds of Protected Species, Locations and Permitted Activities 
 

1. The table in Appendix A outlines the number of animals, by species, from which 
protected species parts may be imported or exported, and the locations and time 
periods in which these activities may occur. 

 
2. This permit does not authorize the take2 of any protected species. 
 
3. Biological samples3 may be obtained from samples would be from live capture 

research activities, primarily in the Northeastern Atlantic (i.e., samples from other 
authorized persons or collections). 

 
4. Biological samples obtained from sources in B.3 above may be exported and re-

imported. 
 

5. Protected species parts imported under the authority of this permit must be taken 
in compliance with the ESA and any applicable foreign law.  Importation of 
protected species parts is subject to the provisions of 50 CFR Part 14. 

 
6. The Permit Holder must comply with the following conditions for biological 

samples acquired or possessed under authority of this permit. 
 

a. The Permit Holder is ultimately responsible for compliance with this 
permit and applicable regulations related to the samples unless the samples 
are permanently transferred per Condition B.6.d. 
 

b. Biological samples must be maintained according to accepted curatorial 
standards and must be labeled with a unique identifier (e.g., alphanumeric 
code) that is connected to on-site records with information identifying the: 
 
i. Species and, where known, age and sex; 

ii. Date of collection, acquisition, or import;  

iii. Type of sample (e.g., blood, fin clips);  

iv. Origin (i.e., where collected or imported from); and 

v. Legal authorization for original sample collection or import. 
 

c. For temporary transfers:  
 
i. The Permit Holder may designate Authorized Recipients (ARs) for 

analysis and curation of samples related to the permit objectives.  
                                                           
2 A take under the ESA means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or attempt 
to do so. 
3 Biological samples include, but are not limited to:  carcasses (whole or parts); and any tissues, fluids, or other 
specimens from live or dead protected species. 
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The Permit Holder must maintain a record of the transfer including 
the following: 

 
1.  Name and affiliation of the AR; 
 
2.  Address of the AR; 
 
3.  Types of samples sent (species, tissue type); 
 
4.  Type of analysis; and  
 
5.  Whether samples will be consumed in analysis, returned to 

the Permit Holder, curated, or destroyed. 
 

ii. The Permit Holder must provide a written copy of the AR 
designation and the permit per Condition D.3 when transferring 
samples to the AR (contact your permit analyst for an example 
letter).   

 
iii. Samples remain in the legal custody of the Permit Holder while in 

the possession of ARs.  The Permit Holder remains responsible for 
the samples, including any reporting requirements. 
 

d. For permanent transfers:  If the Permit Holder wishes to permanently 
transfer angelshark samples (i.e., relinquish custody), all subsequent 
recipients must maintain a copy of this permit to document the legal 
collection of the samples.   
 

e. This permit does not authorize the creation or use of protected species cell 
lines. 
 

f. Samples cannot be bought or sold.  This does not apply to reimbursement 
associated with actual costs (e.g., shipment or transport costs). 

 
g. After meeting the permitted objectives, the Permit Holder may continue to 

possess and use (excluding export) biological samples acquired under this 
permit, including after permit expiration, without additional written 
authorization.  The samples must be maintained as specified in the permit 
and a copy of the permit must be kept with the samples forever. 

 
C. Qualifications, Responsibilities, and Designation of Personnel 
 

1. At the discretion of the Permit Holder, the following Researchers may participate 
in the conduct of the permitted activities in accordance with their qualifications 
and the limitations specified herein:  
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a. Principal Investigator � Kevin Feldheim, Ph.D.; 
  

b. Co-Investigator(s) � none listed; and  
  

c. Research Assistants �personnel identified by the Permit Holder or 
Principal Investigator and qualified to act pursuant to Conditions C.2, C.3, 
and C.4 of this permit. 

 
2. Individuals conducting permitted activities must possess qualifications 

commensurate with their roles and responsibilities.  The roles and responsibilities 
of personnel operating under this permit are as follows: 

 
a. The Permit Holder is ultimately responsible for activities of individuals 

operating under the authority of this permit.  Where the Permit Holder is 
an institution/facility, the Responsible Party is the person at the 
institution/facility who is responsible for the supervision of the Principal 
Investigator. 
 

b. The Principal Investigator (PI) is the individual primarily responsible for 
the taking, import, export and related activities conducted under the 
permit.  The PI must be on site during activities conducted under this 
permit unless a Co-Investigator named in Condition C.1 is present to act in 
place of the PI. 

 
c. Co-Investigators (CIs) are individuals who are qualified to conduct 

activities authorized by the permit, for the objectives described in the 
application, without the on-site supervision of the PI.  CIs assume the role 
and responsibility of the PI in the PI�s absence. 

 
d. Research Assistants (RAs) are individuals who work under the direct and 

on-site supervision of the PI or a CI.  RAs cannot conduct permitted 
activities in the absence of the PI or a CI. 

 
3. Persons who require state or Federal licenses to conduct activities authorized 

under the permit must be duly licensed when undertaking such activities. 
 

4. The Permit Holder cannot require or receive direct or indirect compensation from 
a person approved to act as PI, CI, or RA under this permit in return for 
requesting such approval from the Permits Division. 

 
5. The Permit Holder or PI may add CIs by submitting a request to the Chief, 

Permits Division that includes a description of the individual�s qualifications to 
conduct and oversee the activities authorized under this permit.  If a CI will only 
be responsible for a subset of permitted activities, the request must also specify 
the activities for which they would provide oversight.   
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6. Where the Permit Holder is an institution, the Responsible Party may request a 
change of PI by submitting a request to the Chief, Permits Division that includes a 
description of the individual�s qualifications to conduct and oversee the activities 
authorized under this permit.   
 

7. Submit requests to add CIs or change the PI by one of the following: 
 
a. The APPS online system at https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov; 
 

  b. An email attachment to the permit analysts for this permit; or 
 
  c. A hard copy mailed to the Chief, Permits Division, Office of  
   Protected Resources, NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 13705,  
   Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone (301)427-8401. 
 
D. Possession of Permit  
 

1. This permit cannot be transferred or assigned to any other person.  
 
2. The Permit Holder and persons operating under the authority of this permit must 

possess a copy of this permit when: 
 

a. Engaged in a permitted activity;  
 

b. A protected species part is in transit incidental to a permitted activity; and  
 

c. A protected species part imported or exported under the permit is in the 
possession of such persons.  

 
3. A duplicate copy of this permit must accompany or be attached to the container, 

package, enclosure, or other means of containment in which a protected species 
part is placed for purposes of storage or transit. 

 
E.  Reports 

 
1. The Permit Holder must submit annual, final, and incident reports containing the 

information and in the format specified by the Permits Division. 
 

a. Reports must be submitted to the Permits Division by one of the 
following: 

 
i. The APPS online system at https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov; 

ii. An email attachment to the permit analysts for this permit; or 

iii. A hard copy mailed to the Chief, Permits Division. 
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b. You must contact your permit analysts for a reporting form if you do not 
submit reports through the online system. 

 
2. Incident reports:  must be submitted within two weeks of exceeding authorized 

import or export, as specified in Condition A.2. 
 

a. The incident report must include a complete description of the events and 
identification of steps that will be taken to reduce the potential for 
exceeding authorized import or export. 

 
b. In addition to the written report, the Permit Holder must contact the 

Permits Division by phone (301-427-8401) as soon as possible, but no 
later than within two business days of the incident.   

 
c. The Permits Division may grant authorization to resume permitted 

activities based on review of the incident report and in consideration of the 
Terms and Conditions of this permit. 

 
3. Annual reports describing activities conducted during the previous permit year 

(from January 1 to December 31 of the following year) must:  
 
a. Be submitted by March 31 each year the permit is valid; and 

 
b. Include a tabular and narrative accounting of activities (Appendix D).   

 
4. A joint annual/final report including a discussion of whether the objectives were 

achieved must be submitted by (March 31, 2028), or, if the research concludes 
prior to permit expiration, within 90 days of completion of the research.   
 

5. Research results must be published or otherwise made available to the scientific 
community in a reasonable period of time.  Copies of technical reports, 
conference abstracts, papers, or publications resulting from permitted research 
must be submitted the Permits Division upon request. 

 
F. Coordination:  To the maximum extent practical, the Permit Holder must coordinate 

permitted activities with activities of other Permit Holders conducting the same or similar 
studies on the same species. 

 
G. Observers and Inspections 
 

1. NMFS may review activities conducted under this permit.  At the request of 
NMFS, the Permit Holder must cooperate with any such review by: 

 
a. Allowing any employee of NOAA or other person designated by the 

Director, NMFS Office of Protected Resources to observe permitted 
activities; and 
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b. Providing all documents or other information relating to the permitted 
activities. 

 
H. Modification, Suspension, and Revocation 
 

1. Permits are subject to suspension, revocation, modification, and denial in 
accordance with the provisions of Subpart D [Permit Sanctions and Denials] of 15 
CFR Part 904. 

 
2. The Director, NMFS Office of Protected Resources may modify, suspend, or 

revoke this permit in whole or in part: 
 

a. In order to make the permit consistent with any change made after the date 
of permit issuance with respect to applicable regulation prescribed under 
Section 4 of the ESA; 

b. In a case in which a violation of the terms and conditions of the permit is 
found;  

 
 c. In response to a written request4 from the Permit Holder;   
 
 d. If NMFS determines that the application or other information pertaining to 

the permitted activities (including, but not limited to, reports pursuant to 
Section E of this permit and information provided to NOAA personnel 
pursuant to Section G of this permit) includes false information; and 

 
 e. If NMFS determines that the authorized activities will operate to the 

disadvantage of threatened or endangered species or are otherwise no 
longer consistent with the purposes and policy in Section 2 of the ESA. 

 
3. Issuance of this permit does not guarantee or imply that NMFS will issue or 

approve subsequent permits or modifications for the same or similar activities, 
including those of a continuing nature, requested by the Permit Holder. 

 
I. Penalties and Permit Sanctions  
 

1. A person who violates a provision of this permit, the ESA, or the regulations at 50 
CFR Parts 222-226 is subject to civil and criminal penalties, permit sanctions, and 
forfeiture as authorized under the ESA and 15 CFR Part 904. 
 
 

                                                           
4 The Permit Holder may request changes to the permit related to: the objectives or purposes; the species or number 
of animals, and the location, time, or manner of taking/collecting, importing and exporting protected species.  Such 
requests must be submitted in writing to the Chief, Permits Division in the format specified in the application 
instructions. 
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2. The NMFS Office of Protected Resources shall be the sole arbiter of whether a
given activity is within the scope and bounds of the authorization granted in this
permit.

a. The Permit Holder must contact the Permits Division for verification
before conducting the activity if they are unsure whether an activity is
within the scope of the permit.

b. Failure to verify, where the NMFS Office of Protected Resources
subsequently determines that an activity was outside the scope of the
permit, may be used as evidence of a violation of the permit, the ESA, and
applicable regulations in any enforcement actions.

J. Acceptance of Permit

1. In signing this permit, the Permit Holder:

a. Agrees to abide by all terms and conditions set forth in the permit, all
restrictions and relevant regulations under 50 CFR Part 222-226, and all
restrictions and requirements under the ESA;

b. Acknowledges that the authority to conduct certain activities specified in
the permit is conditional and subject to authorization by the NMFS Office
Director; and

c. Acknowledges that this permit does not relieve the Permit Holder of the
responsibility to obtain any other permits, or comply with any other
Federal, State, local, or international laws or regulations.

Kimberly Damon-Randall  Date Issued 
Director, Office of Protected Resources 
National Marine Fisheries Service 

Kevin Feldheim, Ph.D. Date Effective 
Lab Manager, Field Museum 
Responsible Party 
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Appendix A:  Table Specifying the Kinds of Protected Species, Locations, and Authorized Activities  
 
Table A1.  Annual import and export of samples from the angleshark species listed below.  No takes of live animals are authorized.  
Sources of samples are identified in Condition B.3.  Angelshark parts may be imported and exported at any time of year.  Parts may be 
analyzed and curated at the Field Museum, Chicago, Illinois. 

Line 
No. Species Origin 

Life 
Stage Sex 

No. Animals 
per Year 

No. Samples per 
Animal 

Authorized 
Action 

1 Angelshark, common Wild All Male and Female 800 Unlimited Export; Import 

2 Angelshark, sawback Wild All Male and Female 40 Unlimited Export; Import 

3 Angelshark, smoothback Wild All Male and Female 40 Unlimited Export; Import 
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Appendix B:  Protected Species Parts Permit Annual Report Form 
 
Reports may be submitted: 
 

 a. Through the online system at https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov; 
 

 b. By email attachment to the permit analysts for this permit; or 
 

 c. By hard copy mailed to the Chief, Permits Division, Office of Protected 
Resources, NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Suite 13705, Silver Spring, MD  
20910; phone (301)427-8401.  

 
If you do not intend to submit your report online, please contact your permit analyst for an 
electronic report form to fill out and return. 

 
Date:  ______________________ Reporting Period:  ______________________________ 
 
Permit Number: ______________  Permit Holder�s Name: __________________________ 
 
Contact Name: _______________ Contact Email: _________________________________   
 
Contact Phone #: _____________ (Contact = person submitting report) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Part I:  APPS and Sample Tables.   
 
Instructions for filling out the tables: 

1.  APPS Table.  Enter information on the actual number of animals of each species from 
which parts were imported, exported, or received during this reporting period according 
to the tables in your permit. 

   
2. Sample Table.  Provide more specific information in a separate table to document the 

legal collection and receipt of samples imported, exported, or received during this 
reporting period.  Copies of such documentation must be submitted the Permits Division, 
upon request.   
 
You must fill out and submit one of the following: 
 

 The provided excel table; or 
 Your own tracking table, provided it includes all the required information as 

described in the excel table. 
 

Part II:  Narrative.   
 
Provide responses to the questions in APPS to the best of your ability and as applicable to your 
activities (overview on https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/reports-protected-species-
permits).  If a question is not applicable, explain why. 
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