






















Operator Enhancement Questionnaire and Map of AREA 

Mangetti National Park Green Triangular Shape 

 

 

Hunting Policies 
a. List the expertise required for the company’s professional hunters (i.e. abilities and 

experience):   
 
Professional Hunters must be licensed and in good standing with government to hunt in 
Namibia.  In Namibia, hunts fall into 3 categories, Hunting Guide, Master Hunting Guide, 
and Professional Hunter.  Hunters must work their way through the system which takes 
years of working experience and requires the passing of field exams as well as classroom 
exams covering all aspects of game and fauna in Namibia.  Big Game hunters require 
extensive experience and documented participation in Dangerous Game hunts in order to 
be considered to sit for Big Game Professional Hunter courses and exams. 
  

b. Are there age/sex requirements for take of trophies? If so, please describe how this is 
enforced for each species (attach methodology if available):   
 
YES, hunting of a Black Rhino in Namibia is highly controlled and managed by the Ministry 
of Environment and Tourism (MET).  All Black Rhinos in Namibia are owned by the 
Government of Namibia and managed by MET.  Bulls for hunting are selected by the MET 
Biologist Piet Beytell, the head Biologist for Rhino Management for MET for the entire 



country of Namibia. The bulls are selected based on their age, location, population & 
genetic conservation needs of the entire population of Black Rhinos in Namibia. MET has 
Black rhinos both on Private land (through their Black Rhino Ambassador program) and 
Government Reserves/National Parks.   
 
A member of MET is required to be present during all times when hunting Black Rhino 
occurs.  They are an integral part of the safari team, as they are responsible for identifying 
the correct Black Rhino and giving permission to the hunter to harvest the Black Rhino.  
After the hunt, biological samples are harvested from the Black Rhino to provide further 
information to manage and conserve the species.   
 
Piet Beytell was the MET Representative for this Hunt in Mangetti National Park. 
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GPTF: THF/112023 

 

06 November 2023 

 

SUBJECT: THE USE OF RHINO TROPHY HUNTING FEES 

 

The Game Products Trust Fund (GPTF) was established by an act of parliament (Act 7 of 1997) 

(https://www.lac.org.na/laws/annoSTAT/Game%20Products%20Trust%20Fund%20Act

%207%20of%201997.pdf) as a mechanism to ensure that revenue realised from the sale of 

wildlife products is used for wildlife conservation, communal conservation and rural 

development programmes aimed at harmonising the co-existence of human and wildlife, and 

thus securing a future for wildlife outside of and within protected areas in Namibia. The GPTF is 

mandated to capture revenue from the sale of trophy hunting concessions, the removal of 

problem animals, head levies on the live export of animals, live auction of game/wildlife, park 

entrance fees and grants. The funds raised are reinvested into projects that are aimed at 

promoting conservation, wildlife management and rural community development within or 

adjacent to areas that are affected by the presence of wildlife in Namibia.  

 

This letter serves to acknowledge receipt and indicate the use of funds raised from two rhinos 

that were hunted in 2022. The table below indicates the hunts that have been made: 

 

Year and place of hunt Description 

2022 - Erindi 

A known post-reproductive 28 years old Black 
Rhino bull named “Lippie” with ear notch 12 
was trophy hunted by a US citizen Mr. Knight 
on the 11th of August 2022 on Custodian Farm 
Erindi. All the proceeds from this hunt were 
deposited into the GPTF for rhino 
conservation in Namibia.  

2022 - Mangetti National Park 

A known post-reproductive 31 years old Black 
Rhino bull named “Willem” with a natural ear 
notch was trophy hunted by a US citizen Mr. 
Damron on the 30th of October 2023 in 
Mangetti National Park. All the proceeds from 
this hunt were deposited into the GPTF for 
rhino conservation in Namibia. 

 

https://www.lac.org.na/laws/annoSTAT/Game%20Products%20Trust%20Fund%20Act%207%20of%201997.pdf
https://www.lac.org.na/laws/annoSTAT/Game%20Products%20Trust%20Fund%20Act%207%20of%201997.pdf


 

GPTF Board: Mr. Colgar Sikopo (Chairperson) - Mrs. Albertina Nankela (Deputy Chairperson) - Ms. Mclesia Mbaisa 
Mr. Asser Ujaha - Mrs. Doreen Saisai - Mr. Frans Kamenye (Fund Manager) 

These funds will primarily be used for projects that are aimed at the management, protection 

and conservation of wildlife (especially rhinos and elephants). The table below presents a list of 

some of the projects that have been funded and approved for funding with the funds raised from 

these two hunts amongst us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Value 

1. Awareness on Etosha National Park and protection of rare and endangered species N$ 250,000.00 

2. Fund to support K9 Unit Deployed in Etosha National Park and Waterberg Parks N$ 300,000.00 

3. Completion of Omaruru Regional Office N$ 840,000.00 

4. Funding to procure uniform and protective clothing for protected areas and law 
enforcement staff 

N$ 7,000,000.00 

5. Reward for information regarding poached rhinos N$ 240,000.00 

6. Funds to purchase two vehicles to strengthen patrols and intelligence gathering for rhino 
and elephant protection in Etosha National Park 

N$ 1,440,000.00 

7. Funds to establish a horse patrol unit for Etosha National Park – Phase 1 N$ 1,500,000.00 

8. Funds for the procurement of external helicopter services in order to complete the annual 
work plan activities in Namibia 

N$ 1,500,000.00 

9. Co-funding to pay canine unit instructor to train the new procured dogs and funding for 
one dog travel crate (box) to be mounted on the vehicle deployed in Etosha National Park 
and Waterberg Plateau Park 

N$ 500,000.00 

10. Funding to procure diesel for Galton gate generator at Otjovazandu, Etosha National Park N$ 795,280.00 

11. Vehicles for law enforcement in central regions (Waterberg Plateau Park) and Kunene 
Region 

N$ 2,478,182.46 

12. Funding to repair water supply system, sewage and power supply for Otjovazandu and 
Galton gate, Etosha National Park 

N$ 1,695,000.00 

13. Funding to procure electricity for two houses allocated to elephant tusk operation (omega 
1 and forty base, anti-poaching) in Bwabwata National Park and one house allocated to 
NDF member (anti-poaching operation) in Mangetti National Park, for effective anti-
poaching operation in North East Region 

N$ 72,000.00 

14. Funding to procure electricity for Etosha National Park’s law enforcement and anti-
poaching stakeholders at accommodation facilities and photocopy papers for NDF and 
Nampol Offices 

N$ 80,000.00 

15. Funds to procure fuel for the festive season activities such as antipoaching operations and 
tourism related activities 

N$ 1,000,000.00 

16. Vehicle maintenance/repairs and tyres to conduct antipoaching operations and mitigate 
human wildlife conflict in those key selected areas 

N$ 500,000.00 



 

GPTF Board: Mr. Colgar Sikopo (Chairperson) - Mrs. Albertina Nankela (Deputy Chairperson) - Ms. Mclesia Mbaisa 
Mr. Asser Ujaha - Mrs. Doreen Saisai - Mr. Frans Kamenye (Fund Manager) 

 

 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

 

…………………………. 

Frans Kamenye 

GPTF Fund Manager 

 

 

17. The Onanke fence construction, Etosha National Park northern boundary section and 
remuneration for 30 conservancies members from //Khoadi Hoas, Ehirovipuka, Hai/om 
Community, Sheya Shuushona, and King Nehale Conservancies 

N$ 2,000,000.00 

18. Renovation MEFT (block) house at NWR Resorts for Revenue (Conservation fees) Officers 
at Waterberg Plateau Park 

N$ 780,00.00 

19. Repairs, maintenance and security installation of the Waterberg Plateau Park Bomas and 
Game capture unit staff camps 

N$ 2,000,000.00 

20. Purchase of wet rations for the anti-poaching teams in Etosha National Park and Palmwag 
Tourism Concession 

N$ 1,200,000.00 

21. Enhancing wildlife security in Mangetti National Park (MNP) through the purchasing of a 
tractor and fencing materials to maintain roads and the boundary fence to high standard 

N$ 631,994.00 

22. Once off repair of elephant tusk operation anti-poaching vehicles N$ 200,000.00 

23. Vehicle maintenance/repairs and tyres to conduct antipoaching operations and mitigate 
human-wildlife conflict in those key selected areas 

N$ 1,450,000.00 
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Grab, Kirstine M

From: Grab, Kirstine M
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 10:24 AM
To: Jerad Dabney
Subject: CITES Permit Application CS0197341

Dear Jerad Dabney, 
  
We received Michael C. Damron’s application for a Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) 
and U.S. Endangered Species Act (ESA) permit for the import of a personally sport-hunted black rhinoceros (Diceros 
bicornis) trophy taken in Namibia in 2022.  The processing of your application cannot be completed because of the 
following: 

1) Please provide verification of the age of the rhino that was taken with the operator. 
2) Please provide how much of the trophy fees went to the government, conservancy, etc., and any information 

availability on how those funds were used. 
 
Please provide the information and documentation indicated.  Any response must be in written or email form. 
  
Pursuant to 50 CFR 13.11(e), if we do not receive all the information requested above within 45 days from the date of 
this e-mail (by September 13, 2024), your application will be abandoned and administratively closed.  Once the file is 
closed, you would need to submit a new application, supplemental documentation and all required fees. 
  
If you have questions, you may contact me at kirstine_grab@fws.gov or at 5275 Leesburg Pike, MS: IA, Falls Church, VA 
22041-3803.  Please reference your file number CS0197341. 
  
Sincerely, 
Kirstine Grab (she/her) 
Permits Biologist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
International Affairs 
Division of Management Authority 
Branch of Permits 
5275 Leesburg Pike, MS:IA 
Falls Church, VA, 22041 
kirstine_grab@fws.gov 
https://www.fws.gov/international/ | https://cites.org/ 
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Grab, Kirstine M

From: Grab, Kirstine M
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 7:51 AM
To: Jerad Dabney
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Re: CITES Permit Application CS0197341

Good morning, 
 
Thank you for your prompt reply.  If I need anything else, I will let you know. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kirstine Grab (she/her) 
Permits Biologist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
International Affairs 
Division of Management Authority 
Branch of Permits 
5275 Leesburg Pike, MS:IA 
Falls Church, VA, 22041 
kirstine_grab@fws.gov 
https://www.fws.gov/international/ | https://cites.org/ 
 

From: Jerad Dabney <adventurepermits@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 9:05 AM 
To: Grab, Kirstine M <kirstine_grab@fws.gov> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: CITES Permit Application CS0197341 
Importance: High 
 
Hi Kristine, 
   
Regarding the age of the rhino harvested by Michael Damron - All Black Rhinos in Namibia are owned by the 
government and all calves born are ear-notched in a unique manner to be able to track/identify them for their entire 
lives, and therefore their ages are known due to the records kept by MET.  The rhino was selected by Ministry of 
Environment and Tourism as a post reproductive bull, (only hunted/harvest under their supervision with their MET/GOV 
representatives on the hunt), therefore the Ministry of Environment & Tourism Office knew the age of the rhino due to 
the ear notches, and that was recorded as the official age. 
 
The funds from Michael Damrons hunt went to support Anti-Poaching efforts in and around the Mangetti National Park, 
uniforms/equipment for anti-poaching teams, fuel for anti-poaching vehicles, & rewards for information about black 
rhino poaching.   
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Jerad Dabney 
Adventure Permits International 
832-829-0166 
AdventurePermits@gmail.com 
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On Tue, Aug 6, 2024 at 7:27 AM Grab, Kirstine M <kirstine_grab@fws.gov> wrote: 

Good morning, 

  

Thank you for your reply and providing this information. I do have some follow up questions. 

  

Are you able to provide information for how the age of the rhinoceros was determined?  If so, please provide such 
documentation. 

  

Are you able to provide information on how these fees specifically from Mr. Damron’s hunt were used? 

  

I apologize for not being more clear in my initial email. 

  

Sincerely, 

Kirstine Grab (she/her) 

Permits Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

International Affairs 

Division of Management Authority 

Branch of Permits 

5275 Leesburg Pike, MS:IA 

Falls Church, VA, 22041 

kirstine_grab@fws.gov 

https://www.fws.gov/international/ | https://cites.org/ 

  

From: Jerad Dabney <adventurepermits@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 11:27 AM 
To: Grab, Kirstine M <kirstine_grab@fws.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: CITES Permit Application CS0197341 
Importance: High 



3

  

  

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening attachments, or 
responding.   

  

Hi Kirstine, 

  Thank you for the email, regarding Michael Damron's Black Rhino Import Permit Application -  CS0197341. 

  

The age of the rhino is listed on the back of hunting permit, MET's Namibian Rhino Mortality Reporting Form and also 
noted in the letter attached.  31 Years of Age. 

  

$250,000 USD was paid to the Government as a trophy fee for the Black Rhino.  

  

Please see attached letter from the Game Products Trust Fund - Namibian Government Fund that outlines the way the 
funds were spent for conservation, anti-poaching, equipment, fencing etc.  

  

Have a great day! 

  

  

Jerad Dabney 

Adventure Permits International 

832-829-0166 

AdventurePermits@gmail.com 

  

  

On Tue, Jul 30, 2024 at 9:24 AM Grab, Kirstine M <kirstine_grab@fws.gov> wrote: 

Dear Jerad Dabney, 
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We received Michael C. Damron’s application for a Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species 
(CITES) and U.S. Endangered Species Act (ESA) permit for the import of a personally sport-hunted black rhinoceros 
(Diceros bicornis) trophy taken in Namibia in 2022.  The processing of your application cannot be completed because 
of the following: 

1.Please provide verification of the age of the rhino that was taken with the operator. 
2.Please provide how much of the trophy fees went to the government, conservancy, etc., and any information 

availability on how those funds were used. 

  

Please provide the information and documentation indicated.  Any response must be in written or email form. 

  

Pursuant to 50 CFR 13.11(e), if we do not receive all the information requested above within 45 days from the date of 
this e-mail (by September 13, 2024), your application will be abandoned and administratively closed.  Once the file is 
closed, you would need to submit a new application, supplemental documentation and all required fees. 

  

If you have questions, you may contact me at kirstine_grab@fws.gov or at 5275 Leesburg Pike, MS: IA, Falls Church, 
VA 22041-3803.  Please reference your file number CS0197341. 

  

Sincerely, 

Kirstine Grab (she/her) 

Permits Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

International Affairs 

Division of Management Authority 

Branch of Permits 

5275 Leesburg Pike, MS:IA 

Falls Church, VA, 22041 

kirstine_grab@fws.gov 

https://www.fws.gov/international/ | https://cites.org/ 
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GPTF: THF/112023 

 

06 November 2023 

 

SUBJECT: THE USE OF RHINO TROPHY HUNTING FEES 

 

The Game Products Trust Fund (GPTF) was established by an act of parliament (Act 7 of 1997) 

(https://www.lac.org.na/laws/annoSTAT/Game%20Products%20Trust%20Fund%20Act

%207%20of%201997.pdf) as a mechanism to ensure that revenue realised from the sale of 

wildlife products is used for wildlife conservation, communal conservation and rural 

development programmes aimed at harmonising the co-existence of human and wildlife, and 

thus securing a future for wildlife outside of and within protected areas in Namibia. The GPTF is 

mandated to capture revenue from the sale of trophy hunting concessions, the removal of 

problem animals, head levies on the live export of animals, live auction of game/wildlife, park 

entrance fees and grants. The funds raised are reinvested into projects that are aimed at 

promoting conservation, wildlife management and rural community development within or 

adjacent to areas that are affected by the presence of wildlife in Namibia.  

 

This letter serves to acknowledge receipt and indicate the use of funds raised from two rhinos 

that were hunted in 2022. The table below indicates the hunts that have been made: 

 

Year and place of hunt Description 

2022 - Erindi 

A known post-reproductive 28 years old Black 
Rhino bull named “Lippie” with ear notch 12 
was trophy hunted by a US citizen Mr. Knight 
on the 11th of August 2022 on Custodian Farm 
Erindi. All the proceeds from this hunt were 
deposited into the GPTF for rhino 
conservation in Namibia.  

2022 - Mangetti National Park 

A known post-reproductive 31 years old Black 
Rhino bull named “Willem” with a natural ear 
notch was trophy hunted by a US citizen Mr. 
Damron on the 30th of October 2023 in 
Mangetti National Park. All the proceeds from 
this hunt were deposited into the GPTF for 
rhino conservation in Namibia. 

 

https://www.lac.org.na/laws/annoSTAT/Game%20Products%20Trust%20Fund%20Act%207%20of%201997.pdf
https://www.lac.org.na/laws/annoSTAT/Game%20Products%20Trust%20Fund%20Act%207%20of%201997.pdf
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These funds will primarily be used for projects that are aimed at the management, protection 

and conservation of wildlife (especially rhinos and elephants). The table below presents a list of 

some of the projects that have been funded and approved for funding with the funds raised from 

these two hunts amongst us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Value 

1. Awareness on Etosha National Park and protection of rare and endangered species N$ 250,000.00 

2. Fund to support K9 Unit Deployed in Etosha National Park and Waterberg Parks N$ 300,000.00 

3. Completion of Omaruru Regional Office N$ 840,000.00 

4. Funding to procure uniform and protective clothing for protected areas and law 
enforcement staff 

N$ 7,000,000.00 

5. Reward for information regarding poached rhinos N$ 240,000.00 

6. Funds to purchase two vehicles to strengthen patrols and intelligence gathering for rhino 
and elephant protection in Etosha National Park 

N$ 1,440,000.00 

7. Funds to establish a horse patrol unit for Etosha National Park – Phase 1 N$ 1,500,000.00 

8. Funds for the procurement of external helicopter services in order to complete the annual 
work plan activities in Namibia 

N$ 1,500,000.00 

9. Co-funding to pay canine unit instructor to train the new procured dogs and funding for 
one dog travel crate (box) to be mounted on the vehicle deployed in Etosha National Park 
and Waterberg Plateau Park 

N$ 500,000.00 

10. Funding to procure diesel for Galton gate generator at Otjovazandu, Etosha National Park N$ 795,280.00 

11. Vehicles for law enforcement in central regions (Waterberg Plateau Park) and Kunene 
Region 

N$ 2,478,182.46 

12. Funding to repair water supply system, sewage and power supply for Otjovazandu and 
Galton gate, Etosha National Park 

N$ 1,695,000.00 

13. Funding to procure electricity for two houses allocated to elephant tusk operation (omega 
1 and forty base, anti-poaching) in Bwabwata National Park and one house allocated to 
NDF member (anti-poaching operation) in Mangetti National Park, for effective anti-
poaching operation in North East Region 

N$ 72,000.00 

14. Funding to procure electricity for Etosha National Park’s law enforcement and anti-
poaching stakeholders at accommodation facilities and photocopy papers for NDF and 
Nampol Offices 

N$ 80,000.00 

15. Funds to procure fuel for the festive season activities such as antipoaching operations and 
tourism related activities 

N$ 1,000,000.00 

16. Vehicle maintenance/repairs and tyres to conduct antipoaching operations and mitigate 
human wildlife conflict in those key selected areas 

N$ 500,000.00 



 

GPTF Board: Mr. Colgar Sikopo (Chairperson) - Mrs. Albertina Nankela (Deputy Chairperson) - Ms. Mclesia Mbaisa 
Mr. Asser Ujaha - Mrs. Doreen Saisai - Mr. Frans Kamenye (Fund Manager) 

 

 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

 

…………………………. 

Frans Kamenye 

GPTF Fund Manager 

 

 

17. The Onanke fence construction, Etosha National Park northern boundary section and 
remuneration for 30 conservancies members from //Khoadi Hoas, Ehirovipuka, Hai/om 
Community, Sheya Shuushona, and King Nehale Conservancies 

N$ 2,000,000.00 

18. Renovation MEFT (block) house at NWR Resorts for Revenue (Conservation fees) Officers 
at Waterberg Plateau Park 

N$ 780,00.00 

19. Repairs, maintenance and security installation of the Waterberg Plateau Park Bomas and 
Game capture unit staff camps 

N$ 2,000,000.00 

20. Purchase of wet rations for the anti-poaching teams in Etosha National Park and Palmwag 
Tourism Concession 

N$ 1,200,000.00 

21. Enhancing wildlife security in Mangetti National Park (MNP) through the purchasing of a 
tractor and fencing materials to maintain roads and the boundary fence to high standard 

N$ 631,994.00 

22. Once off repair of elephant tusk operation anti-poaching vehicles N$ 200,000.00 

23. Vehicle maintenance/repairs and tyres to conduct antipoaching operations and mitigate 
human-wildlife conflict in those key selected areas 

N$ 1,450,000.00 




