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Decision Support System

 

RedBull Flugtag- Marine Event Permit - Project Approved

 Status

In Preparation (08/23/2024)

Environmental Review (09/12/2024)

Senior Environmental Review (09/12/2024)

Proponent Review (09/12/2024)

Project Approved (09/12/2024)

 Project Information

General
Name: RedBull Flugtag- Marine Event Permit
DSS ID: DSS-USCG-2024-20501
Security: Unclassified
Description: Red Bull Flugtag Tampa 2024. New Marine Event. 11/9/2024. Marine Event Permit
for high-speed boat race in Seddon Channel, Tampa, FL. 
Funded through IRA?: No
Funded through the IIJA?: No
Critical Infrastructure?: No
Adopting Another Agency Catex, or CATEX Determination?: No
Project Types: 

· Administrative & Regulatory Activities - Special local regulations issued in conjunction with a
regatta or marine parade; provided that, if a permit is required, the environmental analysis
conducted for the permit included an analysis of the impact of the regulations. All USCG MFRs
that are prepared require an environmental reviewer, senior environmental reviewer, and a
proponent signature. (CATEX L61)
· Administrative & Regulatory Activities - Approvals of regatta and marine parade event
permits for the following events: Events that are located in, proximate to, or above an area
designated as environmentally sensitive by an environmental agency of the Federal, state, or
local government and for which the USCG determines, based on consultation with the
Governmental agency, that the event will not significantly affect the environmentally sensitive
area. (CATEX *L63b)

Existing EA/EIS?: No
Requires EA/EIS?: No
Project Priority: Normal
Federal Assistance: No
Type of Permit: Marine Event Permit
Estimated Project Cost:  (not entered)
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Component
Component: USCG - U.S. Coast Guard
Region/Area/Unit: USCG Civil Engineering Unit – Miami Fl

 

Dates
FY Funding: 2024
Proposed Project Start: 11/09/2024
Proposed Project End: 11/09/2024
Review Start: 08/23/2024

 Project Location 

U.S. Territorial Water: Seddon Channel 27°56' 25"N 82°27'23"W

 Team 

Document Preparer, Zachary VanLier, zachary.i.vanlier@uscg.mil

Environmental Reviewer, Mara Brown (Level I), mara.j.brown@uscg.mil

Collaborator-Environmental Review, Ryan McNaughton, Ryan.A.McNaughton@uscg.mil

Senior Environmental Reviewer, Mara Brown (Level I), mara.j.brown@uscg.mil

Proponent, Michael Kahle, michael.p.kahle@uscg.mil

 

 Categorical Exclusions

  L61 - Special local regulations issued in conjunction with a regatta or marine parade; provided that,
if a permit is required, the environmental analysis conducted for the permit included an analysis of the
impact of the regulations. (REC not required.) 
  L63(b)* - Approvals of regatta and marine parade event permits for the following events: 
Events that are located in, proximate to, or above an area designated as environmentally sensitive by
an environmental agency of the Federal, state, or local government and for which the USCG
determines, based on consultation with the Governmental agency, that the event will not significantly
affect the environmentally sensitive area.  

 

 Required Conditions

Any change to the Proposed Action that may cause a physical interaction with the human

environment will require re-evaluation for compliance with NEPA and other EP&HP requirements

before the action can proceed.

This review addresses NEPA and other EP&HP requirements as described in DHS Directive 023-01.

This review may identify the need for additional federal, state, and/or local permits, approvals, etc.

required for the Proposed Action. However, this review may not satisfy those requirements and the

Proponent is responsible for ensuring that all other appropriate federal, state, and/or local permits,
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approvals, etc. have been obtained.

 

 Decision Documents

Record of Environmental Consideration (REC), 12.24kB

 

 Attachments

NMFS BO 2002, 3.86MB

USFWS Guidance to Proceed, 4.49MB

 

 Comments

There are no comments.

 

 EPHP Review

Environmental Resources

Is the Proposed Action a piece of a larger action or connected to another action? -- No

Please explain how you came to this determination. : This is a new Marine Event to the area and the

event will be a permitted event.

Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on public health or safety? Areas to

consider include, but are not limited to: environmental justice considerations; air quality; noise

impacts; hazardous wastes and/or contamination; wastewater; potable water; and changes in modes

or safety of transportation. -- No

Explain how the proposed action would not have a potentially significant effect on public health or

safety. : This event is a one day event and will not have a potentially significant effect on public

health or safety. 

Would the proposed action place a disproportionately high and adverse human health or

environmental effect on minority populations and low-income populations? -- No

Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on species or habitats protected by the

Endangered Species Act, Marine Mammal Protection Act, Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Bald and

Golden Eagle Protection Act, or Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act?  --

No

Provide a conclusion under which statute the determination was made (e.g., no effect, NLAA, LAA,

for ESA, etc.), how the determination was made, why it is considered significant, and copies of any

consultation (informal and/or formal). : This will be a USCG permit issued event. The sponsors will

abide by all recommendations from USFWS and NMFS programmatic and follow their watch plan

Attachments:  FWS, NMFS, or Wildlife Agency Consultation:  (No files uploaded yet.) 
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What is your Endangered Species Act (ESA) finding and determination? -- No effect

Explain how the determination was made (e.g., are species present in the area but your proposed

action will have no effect? why?). Although not required, recommend attaching any consultation or

correspondence conducted.: Sponsors will follow their watch plan and will have observers during the

event

Attachments:  ESA consultation:  (No files uploaded yet.) 

What is your Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) finding and determination? -- No effect or

negligible effect

Explain how the determination was made (e.g., are species present in the area but your proposed

action will have no effect or negligible effects? why?). Although not required, recommend attaching

any consultation or correspondence conducted.: Watch plan will be utilized and observers will be

present during the event.

 

Attachments:  MMPA consultation:  (No files uploaded yet.) 

Would the proposed action adversely affect a species protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle

Protection Act or Migratory Bird Treaty Act or habitat for such species?  -- No

Explain how the determination was made (e.g., are species present in the area but your proposed

action will have no adverse effect or no significant effect? why?). Although not required,

recommend attaching any consultation or correspondence conducted.: No adverse effects

Attachments:  BGEPA MBTA consultation:  (No files uploaded yet.) 

What is your Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (essential fish habitat)

finding and determination? -- No effect

Attachments:  EFH consultation:  (No files uploaded yet.) 

Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on an environmentally sensitive area?

Examples include, but are not limited to: areas having special designation or recognition such as

prime or unique agricultural lands, coastal zones, designated wilderness study areas, wild and scenic

rivers, 100-year floodplains, wetlands, sole source aquifers, Marine Sanctuaries, National Wildlife

Refuges, National Parks, National Monuments, etc.  -- No

Special Flood Hazard Area (i.e. floodplains) -- N/A

Explain why this resource is not applicable to your proposed action (e.g. is your proposed action

located entirely within a building and no resources are present?): No resources present.

Jurisdictional wetlands and Other Waters of the U.S. -- N/A

Explain why this resource is not applicable to your proposed action (e.g. is your proposed action

located entirely within a building and no resources are present?): No resources present.

Coastal Barrier Unit -- N/A

Explain why this resource is not applicable to your proposed action (e.g. is your proposed action

located entirely within a building and no resources are present?): No resources present.
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Coastal Zone Management Area -- N/A

Explain why this resource is not applicable to your proposed action (e.g. is your proposed action

located entirely within a building and no resources are present?): No resources present.

Section 10 navigable waterway -- Section 10 waterway present

Explain why the proposed action would not significantly impact these resources. : Sponsor will send

application and buoy layout drawing for placement of buoys that will be present during the event. 

Sole Source Aquifers and Wellheads -- N/A

Explain why this resource is not applicable to your proposed action (e.g. is your proposed action

located entirely within a building and no resources are present?): No resources present.

Prime Farmland -- N/A

Explain why this resource is not applicable to your proposed action (e.g. is your proposed action

located entirely within a building and no resources are present?): No resources present.

Designated land (i.e., Wilderness Area, Wild and Scenic River, Marine Sanctuary, National Park,

National Monument, National Natural Landmark, Wildlife Refuge, and Wilderness Area -- N/A

Explain why this resource is not applicable to your proposed action (e.g. is your proposed action

located entirely within a building and no resources are present?): No resources present.

Will the Proposed Action result in the potential violation of a Federal, State, or local law or

requirement imposed to protect the environment? -- No

Please summarize determination. : This event will not violate Federal, State, or local law

requirements. 

Will the Proposed Action have an effect on the quality of the human environment that is likely to be

highly controversial in terms of scientific validity, likely to be highly uncertain, or likely to involve

unique or unknown environmental risks?  -- No

Required: Please explain. : Event will not bring  harmful effect to the human environment in terms of

scientific validity, likely to be highly uncertain, or likely to involve unique or unknown

environmental risks

Will the Proposed Action employ new or unproven technology that is likely to involve unique or

unknown environmental risks, where the effect on the human environment is likely to be highly

uncertain, or where the effect on the human environment is likely to be highly controversial in terms

of scientific validity?  -- No

Required: Please explain.: No new or unproven technologies will be utilized during this event. 

Will the Proposed Action establish a precedent for future actions that have significant effects? -- No

Please explain how you came to this determination. : The event will not establish a precedent for

future actions

Is the Proposed Action significantly greater in scope or size than normally experienced for its

particular category of action? -- No

Required: Please summarize determination.: The event is not greater in scope or size.
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Will the Proposed Action have the potential to result in the significant degradation of existing poor

environmental conditions? Will the Proposed Action initiate a potentially significant

environmentally degrading influence, activity, or effect in areas not already significantly modified

from their natural condition? -- No

Please explain how you came to this determination. : The event will not result in significant

degradation of existing poor environmental conditions

Is the Proposed Action related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively

significant impacts?  -- No

Please explain how you came to this determination. :  Non-related to other actions.

Are there any other requirements for the protection of the environment that need to be considered for

this proposed action?  -- No

Historic Preservation & Cultural Resources

Is the Proposed Action a piece of a larger action or connected to another action? -- No

Please explain how you came to this determination. : This is a new Marine Event to the area and the

event will be a permitted event.

Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on public health or safety? Areas to

consider include, but are not limited to: environmental justice considerations; air quality; noise

impacts; hazardous wastes and/or contamination; wastewater; potable water; and changes in modes

or safety of transportation. -- No

Explain how the proposed action would not have a potentially significant effect on public health or

safety. : This event is a one day event and will not have a potentially significant effect on public

health or safety. 

Would the proposed action place a disproportionately high and adverse human health or

environmental effect on minority populations and low-income populations? -- No

Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on species or habitats protected by the

Endangered Species Act, Marine Mammal Protection Act, Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Bald and

Golden Eagle Protection Act, or Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act?  --

No

Provide a conclusion under which statute the determination was made (e.g., no effect, NLAA, LAA,

for ESA, etc.), how the determination was made, why it is considered significant, and copies of any

consultation (informal and/or formal). : This will be a USCG permit issued event. The sponsors will

abide by all recommendations from USFWS and NMFS programmatic and follow their watch plan

Attachments:  FWS, NMFS, or Wildlife Agency Consultation:  (No files uploaded yet.) 

What is your Endangered Species Act (ESA) finding and determination? -- No effect

Explain how the determination was made (e.g., are species present in the area but your proposed

action will have no effect? why?). Although not required, recommend attaching any consultation or

correspondence conducted.: Sponsors will follow their watch plan and will have observers during the

event
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Attachments:  ESA consultation:  (No files uploaded yet.) 

What is your Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) finding and determination? -- No effect or

negligible effect

Explain how the determination was made (e.g., are species present in the area but your proposed

action will have no effect or negligible effects? why?). Although not required, recommend attaching

any consultation or correspondence conducted.: Watch plan will be utilized and observers will be

present during the event.

 

Attachments:  MMPA consultation:  (No files uploaded yet.) 

Would the proposed action adversely affect a species protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle

Protection Act or Migratory Bird Treaty Act or habitat for such species?  -- No

Explain how the determination was made (e.g., are species present in the area but your proposed

action will have no adverse effect or no significant effect? why?). Although not required,

recommend attaching any consultation or correspondence conducted.: No adverse effects

Attachments:  BGEPA MBTA consultation:  (No files uploaded yet.) 

What is your Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (essential fish habitat)

finding and determination? -- No effect

Attachments:  EFH consultation:  (No files uploaded yet.) 

Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on an environmentally sensitive area?

Examples include, but are not limited to: areas having special designation or recognition such as

prime or unique agricultural lands, coastal zones, designated wilderness study areas, wild and scenic

rivers, 100-year floodplains, wetlands, sole source aquifers, Marine Sanctuaries, National Wildlife

Refuges, National Parks, National Monuments, etc.  -- No

Special Flood Hazard Area (i.e. floodplains) -- N/A

Explain why this resource is not applicable to your proposed action (e.g. is your proposed action

located entirely within a building and no resources are present?): No resources present.

Jurisdictional wetlands and Other Waters of the U.S. -- N/A

Explain why this resource is not applicable to your proposed action (e.g. is your proposed action

located entirely within a building and no resources are present?): No resources present.

Coastal Barrier Unit -- N/A

Explain why this resource is not applicable to your proposed action (e.g. is your proposed action

located entirely within a building and no resources are present?): No resources present.

Coastal Zone Management Area -- N/A

Explain why this resource is not applicable to your proposed action (e.g. is your proposed action

located entirely within a building and no resources are present?): No resources present.

Section 10 navigable waterway -- Section 10 waterway present

Explain why the proposed action would not significantly impact these resources. : Sponsor will send

application and buoy layout drawing for placement of buoys that will be present during the event. 

RedBull Flugtag- Marine Event Permit (Unclassified)


 

Page 7 of 80 Printed On 10/18/2024 1:36:20 PM



•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Sole Source Aquifers and Wellheads -- N/A

Explain why this resource is not applicable to your proposed action (e.g. is your proposed action

located entirely within a building and no resources are present?): No resources present.

Prime Farmland -- N/A

Explain why this resource is not applicable to your proposed action (e.g. is your proposed action

located entirely within a building and no resources are present?): No resources present.

Designated land (i.e., Wilderness Area, Wild and Scenic River, Marine Sanctuary, National Park,

National Monument, National Natural Landmark, Wildlife Refuge, and Wilderness Area -- N/A

Explain why this resource is not applicable to your proposed action (e.g. is your proposed action

located entirely within a building and no resources are present?): No resources present.

Will the Proposed Action result in the potential violation of a Federal, State, or local law or

requirement imposed to protect the environment? -- No

Please summarize determination. : This event will not violate Federal, State, or local law

requirements. 

Will the Proposed Action have an effect on the quality of the human environment that is likely to be

highly controversial in terms of scientific validity, likely to be highly uncertain, or likely to involve

unique or unknown environmental risks?  -- No

Required: Please explain. : Event will not bring  harmful effect to the human environment in terms of

scientific validity, likely to be highly uncertain, or likely to involve unique or unknown

environmental risks

Will the Proposed Action employ new or unproven technology that is likely to involve unique or

unknown environmental risks, where the effect on the human environment is likely to be highly

uncertain, or where the effect on the human environment is likely to be highly controversial in terms

of scientific validity?  -- No

Required: Please explain.: No new or unproven technologies will be utilized during this event. 

Will the Proposed Action establish a precedent for future actions that have significant effects? -- No

Please explain how you came to this determination. : The event will not establish a precedent for

future actions

Is the Proposed Action significantly greater in scope or size than normally experienced for its

particular category of action? -- No

Required: Please summarize determination.: The event is not greater in scope or size.

Will the Proposed Action have the potential to result in the significant degradation of existing poor

environmental conditions? Will the Proposed Action initiate a potentially significant

environmentally degrading influence, activity, or effect in areas not already significantly modified

from their natural condition? -- No

Please explain how you came to this determination. : The event will not result in significant

degradation of existing poor environmental conditions
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Is the Proposed Action related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively

significant impacts?  -- No

Please explain how you came to this determination. :  Non-related to other actions.

Are there any other requirements for the protection of the environment that need to be considered for

this proposed action?  -- No

Will the proposed action have a potentially significant effect on a district, highway, structure, or

object that is listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places, a historic or

cultural resource, traditional or sacred site, or result in the destruction of a significant scientific,

cultural, or historic resource? -- No

Attachments:  HR - Consultation:  (No files uploaded yet.) 

What is the National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 effect determination? -- No effect

Please explain how you came to this determination. : No historic sites/structures will be present

during this event.

 

Attachments:  Section 106 consultation:  (No files uploaded yet.) 

Does the proposed action limit access to, and ceremonial use of, Indian sacred sites on federal lands,

by Indian religious practitioners, and/or adversely affect the physical integrity of such sites. -- No
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DHS Record of Environmental Consideration (REC)
for Categorically Excluded Actions under NEPA

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this Record of Environmental Consideration (REC) is to provide a record that the potential for
impacts to the quality of the human environment has been considered in the decision to implement the
Proposed Action described below, in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA)
and DHS Directive 023-01 and Instruction Manual 023-01-001-01 on implementation of NEPA.  DHS integrates
the NEPA process with review and compliance requirements under other Federal laws, regulations, Executive
Orders, and other requirements for the stewardship and protection of the human environment, as reflected in
Section II (8) of this REC.  Signature of the DHS Proponent on this REC demonstrates that they have
considered the potential for impacts to the human environment in their decision to implement the Proposed
Action as required by NEPA, and are committing to any conditions listed in Section IV of this REC that may be
required for implementation of the project. When completed, the form is to be signed by the Preparer, the
Environmental Approver, and the Action Proponent. The completed REC becomes a part of the administrative
record for the Proposed Action.

SECTION I - Description of Proposed Action

1.  Name of Component Authorizing the Proposed Action:

U.S. Coast Guard USCG Civil Engineering Unit – Miami Fl

2.  Title of Proposed Action:

RedBull Flugtag- Marine Event Permit

3.  Identifying Number of Proposed Action:

DSS-USCG-2024-20501

4.  Estimated Start Date and Useful Life of Proposed Action:

Start Date: 11/09/2024 - End Date: 11/9/202

5.  Location of Proposed Action:

U.S. Territorial Water: Seddon Channel 27°56' 25"N 82°27'23"W

6.  Description of Proposed Action:

Red Bull Flugtag Tampa 2024. New Marine Event. 11/9/2024. Marine Event Permit for high-speed boat race
in Seddon Channel, Tampa, FL.

SECTION II - Analysis of Extraordinary Circumstances

7. ý Proposed Action is not a piece of a larger action

    o Proposed Action is a piece of a larger action

Remarks:

8. For A through K, check the appropriate box and provide an explanation when appropriate. Include a
summary of any coordination or consultation that occurred with a resource or regulatory agency, if relevant.

o
Yes

ý
No

A. Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on public health or safety?

Remarks:

RedBull Flugtag- Marine Event Permit (Unclassified)
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o
Yes

ý
No

B. Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on species or habitats protected
by the Endangered Species Act, Marine Mammal Protection Act, Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Bald
and Golden Eagle Protection Act, or Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act?

Remarks:

o
Yes

ý
No

C. Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on a district, highway, structure,
or object that is listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)?
Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on a historic or cultural resource,
traditionalor sacred site, or result in the destruction of a significant scientific, cultural, or historic
resource?

Remarks:

o
Yes

ý
No

D. Will the Proposed Action have a potentially significant effect on an environmentally sensitive
area?

Remarks:

o
Yes

ý
No

E. Will the Proposed Action result in the potential violation of a Federal, State, or local law or
requirement imposed to protect the environment?

Remarks:

o
Yes

ý
No

F. Will the Proposed Action have an effect on the quality of the human environment that is likely
to be highly controversial in terms of scientific validity, likely to be highly uncertain, or likely to
involve unique or unknown environmental risks?

Remarks:

o
Yes

ý
No

G. Will the Proposed Action employ new or unproven technology that is likely to involve unique
or unknown environmental risks, where the effect on the human environment is likely to be
highly uncertain, or where the effect on the human environment is likely to be highly
controversial in terms of scientific validity?

Remarks:

o
Yes

ý
No

H. Will the Proposed Action establish a precedent for future actions that have significant
effects?

Remarks:

o
Yes

ý
No

I. Is the Proposed Action significantly greater in scope or size than normally experienced for its
particular category of action?

Remarks:

o
Yes

ý
No

J. Does the Proposed Action have the potential to result in significant degradation of existing
poor environmental conditions? Will the Proposed Action initiate a potentially significant
environmentally degrading influence, activity, or effect in areas not significantly modified from
their natural condition?

Remarks:

o
Yes

ý
No

K. Is the Proposed Action related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively
significant impacts?

Remarks:

SECTION III - Categorical Exclusion (CATEX) Determination
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9. This action is not expected to result in any significant adverse environmental impacts as described in the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). The proposed action has been thoroughly reviewed by the
U.S. Coast Guard and it has been determined, by the undersigned, that this action is categorically excluded
under current DHS CATEX L61,L63(b)* from further environmental documentation, in accordance with
Section 3 of DHS Directive 023-01, Environmental Planning Program since implementation of this action:

     I.  Clearly fits within one or more of the categories of excludable actions listed in Appendix A of DHS
Instruction 023-01-001-01;
    II. Is not a piece of a larger action which has been segmented into smaller parts in order to avoid a more
extensive evaluation of the potential for significant environmental impacts;
    III. Does not involve any extraordinary circumstances, as defined in DHS Instruction 023-01-001-01,
Section V(B)(2), that would create the potential for a normally excluded action to have a significant
environmental effect.

SECTION IV - Conditions

10. The following conditions are required to implement the Proposed Action:

ýAny change to the Proposed Action that may cause a physical interaction with the human environment will

require re-evaluation for compliance with NEPA and other EP&HP requirements before the action can proceed.

ýThis review addresses NEPA and other EP&HP requirements as described in DHS Directive 023-01. This

review may identify the need for additional federal, state, and/or local permits, approvals, etc. required for the

Proposed Action. However, this review may not satisfy those requirements and the Proponent is responsible

for ensuring that all other appropriate federal, state, and/or local permits, approvals, etc. have been obtained.

SECTION V - Signatures

11a. Preparer of this REC

Name:

Zachary VanLier

Digitally signed by Zachary VanLier at
08/23/2024 10:21 AM

Zachary VanLier

Date:

08/23/2024

11b. Environmental Approver of this REC

Name:

Mara Brown (Level I)

Digitally signed by Mara Brown (Level I) at
09/12/2024 11:23 AM

Mara Brown (Level I)

Date:

09/12/2024

11c. Action Proponent
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Name:

Michael Kahle

Digitally signed by Michael Kahle at 09/12/2024
11:25 AM

Michael Kahle

Date:

09/12/2024
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Preview of Attachments  
The following pages will display this project's attachments that are of these file types:

.jpg /.jpeg

.png

.gif

.txt

.pdf

 
The attachments of compatible file types from this project are:

NMFS BO 2002 (NMFSBO2002.pdf)

USFWS Guidance to Proceed (USFWS-USCG-Guidance to Proceed 2016.pdf)

 

Note:
All project attachments can be downloaded at the 'File Upload/Manage Attachments' page.
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U
nited

S
tates

D
epartm

ent
ofthe

In
te

rio
r

¶
FISH

A
N

D
W

ILD
LIFE

SER
VIC

E
South

Florida
EcologicalServices

O
ffice

1339
20”Street

Vero
Beach,Florida

32960

Septem
ber

29,
2016

R.
A

.
Sado~~it,.

I
eutenant.

I.
.5.

C
oast

G
uard

I.
.5.

C
oast

G
uard

Sector
M

iam
i

I(H)
M

acA
rthur

Cause~~a~
\lia

m
i

Beach.
Florida

33139

S
ubject:

G
uidance

to
Proceed

w
ith

M
arine

Events
A

uthorized
by

the
U

.S.
C

oastG
uard:

S
ervice

C
onsultation

C
ode:

04E
F2000-20

16-1-0405

The
U

.S.
Fish

and
W

ildlife
S

ervice
(S

ervice)
received

a
request

from
the

U
.S.

C
oastG

uard
(U

S
C

G
)

on
June

23,
2016,to

reinitiate
consultation

on
the

S
ervice’s

2010
G

uidance
to

P
roceed

w
i/h

E
ven/s

A
uthorized

by/he
C

oast
G

uard
in

order
to

incorporate
additionalspecies

and
Lim

ited
Access

A
reas’

into
the

consultation.
Based

on
inform

ation
provided

by
the

U
S

C
G

.
associated

em
ail

m
essages,telephone

conversations,site
visits,

and
other

sources
o
finform

ation.
the

S
ervice

and
U

S
G

S
determ

ined
thatthe

listed
species

and
designated

critical
habitats

in
Table

I
occur

w
ithin

the
action

area
o
fthe

m
arine

events
covered

by
this

guidance
and

have
the

potentialto
be

affected
by

the
events.

The
m

arine
events

covered
in

this
guidance

include:
firew

orks,
boatregattas

(including
m

otorized
boat

races),boatparades.
blessing

o
fa

fleet.
fishing

tournam
ents,

sailboatraces,and
non-m

otorized
boatactivities

(including,
butnot

lim
ited

to.
canoes,

kayaks,
skulls,

etc.).
The

U
S

C
G

has
determ

ined
thatm

arine
events

that
m

eetthis
guidance

m
ay

affect,
but

are
not

likely
to

adversely
affectthe

species
and

critical
habitats

in
Table

1.
This

letter
is

provided
in

accordance
w

ith
section

7
o
fthe

Endangered
Species

A
ct

o
f

1973,as
am

ended
(A

ct)
(87

Stat.
884;

16
U

.S
.C

1531
etseq.).

This
guidance

is
intended

for
use

for
events

w
ithin

counties
that

fall
w

ithin
the

jurisdiction
o
fthe

South
Florida

E
cologicalS

ervices
O

ffice
(S

FE
S

O
)

in
V

ero
Beach:

B
row

ard,
C

harlotte,
C

ollier.
D

eS
oto,

G
lades,

H
ardee,

H
endry,

H
ighlands,

Indian
R

iver,
Lee,

M
artin,

M
iam

i-D
ade,

M
onroe,

O
keechobee,

O
sceola,

P
alm

Beach,
P

olk,
Sarasota

and
St.

Lucie.
Events

in
othercounties

outside
o
fthis

consultation
area

w
ill

need
to

consultw
ith

the
S

ervice’s
N

orth
Florida

E
cological

S
ervices

O
ffice

or
the

Panam
a

C
ity

E
cological

Services
O

ffice
(office

S
ervice

Areas
can

be
found

at:
htt,s:

~
.R~s.

‘o;
‘~erobcach

2011
Pictures

sen
icearea.

o
).

Lim
ited

Access
Areas

are
Safety

and
Security

Zones,Regulated
N

avigation
Areas,and

SpecialLocal
R

egulations
authorized

by
U.S.Code

and
corresponding

federalregulation.
Lim

ited
Access

Areas
are

im
plem

ented
in

orderto
ensure

the
safety

and
security

ofpeople
and

vessels
on

navigable
waters.

These
areas

are
established

to
allow

the
U

SC
G

and
designated

representatives
to

controlvesselm
ovem

ent.
create

slow-speed
zones,and

take
otherenforcem

entactions
to

protect
hum

an
lives,

property.and
the

m
arine

environm
ent.
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G
uidance

to
P

roceed
w

ith
M

arine
E

vents
A

uthorized
by

the
U.S.

C
oast

G
uard

Page
2

Table
1.

Threatened
and

endangered
species

and
their

criticalhabitats
thatoccur

w
ithin

the
consultation

area
forthe

G
uidance

to
P

roceed
w

ith
M

arine
Events

A
uthorized

by
the

U.S.
C

oast
G

uard.

C
om

m
on

N
am

e
S

cientific
N

am
e

Status
C

riticalH
abitat

Am
erican

crocodile
C

rocodylus
acutits

Endangered
Designated

Beach
jacquem

ontia
Jacquernontia

reclinata
Endangered

N
/A

G
reen

sea
turtle*

M
ycteria

am
ericana

Threatened
N

/A
H

aw
ksbillsea

turtle*
E

retm
ochelys

im
brica/a

Endangered
N

/A
Kem

p’s
ridley

sea
turtlet

Lepidochelys
kernpii

Endangered
N

/A
Leatherback

sea
turtle

D
erm

ochelys
coriacea

Endangered
N

/A
Loggerhead

sea
turtle*

C
aret/a

caret/a
Threatened

Designated
Piping

plover
C

haradrius
m

elodus
Threatened

N
/A

(N
one

in
Florida)

Red
knot

C
haradrius

m
elodus

Threatened
N

/A
Roseate

tern
S

terna
dougal!iidougallii

Threatened
N

/A
Southeastern

beach
m

ouse
P

erom
yscus

polionotits
Threatened

N
/A

niveiventris
W

estIndian
m

anatee
Trichecus

m
ana/us

Endangered
Designated

W
ood

stork
M

yc/eria
am

ericana
Threatened

N
/A

“N
esting

sea
turtles

only.
Free-sw

im
m

ing
sea

turtles
are

underthe
jurisdiction

ofthe
N

ationalM
arine

Fisheries
Service.

The
IJS

C
G

review
s

applications
for

m
arine

events
to

determ
ine

w
hether

they
qualify

for
issuance

o
fa

U
S

C
G

perm
it.

Forthe
purposes

o
fthis

docum
ent,

an
E

ventS
ponsor

is
the

person
or

entity
w

ho
applies

to
the

U
S

C
G

for
a

m
arine

eventperm
it.

A
s

parto
fthe

application
package,

an
E

vent
Sponsor

is
required

to
subm

itan
E

vent
Plan.

A
n

E
vent

P
lan

is
a

docum
entthat

provides
details

regarding
the

eventactivities
and

outlines
allo

fthe
protection

m
easures

and
best

m
anagem

entpractices
thatthe

E
ventS

ponsor
is

com
m

itted
to

im
plem

enting
during

the
event.

For
the

purpose
o
fthis

guidance,
there

are
generally

tw
o

types
o
fm

arine
events:

generalm
arine

events
and

high
speed/high

risk.
E

ither
type

o
feventm

ay
also

affectbeach
dw

elling/coastline
species

(i.e.,
nesting

sea
turtles,

crocodiles,
shorebirds,

or
beach

m
ice);

these
events

require
additionalprotection

m
easures

and
are

considered
to

have
beach/coastaleffects.

The
U

S
C

G
w

ill
inform

the
E

vent
Sponsor,

w
hich

type
o
fevent(general,

high
speed

high
risk,

and
or

beach/coastal)
is

being
proposed

depending
on

the
inform

ation
provided

by
the

E~
ent

Sponsor.

A
generalm

arine
eventis

defined
as

an
eventw

ith
non-m

otorized
vessels,

m
otorized

vessels
traveling

less
than

planing
speed

(or
ifdisplacem

entvessels,
less

than
15

m
iles

per
hour),

fishing
tournam

ents,
boatparades,blessing

o
fa

fleet,
firew

orks,
etc.

Such
events

are
not

expected
to

cause
adverse

effects
to

species
protected

under
the

A
ct

ifthe
protection

m
easures

for
general

m
arine

events
(E

nclosure
1A

)
are

incorporated
into

the
E

vent
Plan.

A
generalm

arine
eventdoes

notinclude
events

w
ith

a
large

num
ber

o
fparticipants

or
spectator

vessels.
Ifthe

eventis
located

in
sensitive

areas
for

protected
or

listed
species

(e.g.,
critical

habitat,
w

arm
w

ater
aggregation

areas,or
im

portant
m

anatee
areas),

it
m

ay
be

considered
a

high
risk

m
arine

event.

A
high

speed
or

high
risk

m
arine

eventis
defined

as
an

event
w

ith
m

otorized
vessels

traveling
atplaning

speed
(such

as
pow

er
boat,jetski,

or
w

ater
skiraces

and
or

dem
onstrations)

or
an

eventlocated
in

a
sensitive

area
(e.g.,

criticalhabitator
im

portant
m

anatee
areas).

H
igh

speed
is
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G
uidance

to
P

roceed
w

ith
M

arine
Events

A
uthorized

by
the

U
S

.
C

oast
G

uard
Page

3

defined
as

traveling
at

15
m

iles
per

hour
orhigher

for
displacem

entm
otorized

vessels
(e.g.,

som
e

m
otor

sailand
m

ilitary
craft).

The
S

ervice
recom

m
ends

the
use

o
flandlocked

lakes
and

borrow
pits

as
preferred

locations
for

high
speed

or
high

risk
events.

To
reduce

the
likelihood

o
fadverse

effects
to

species
protected

under
the

A
ct

and
their

habitat,
such

events
m

ustincorporate
the

protection
m

easures
for

high
speed/high

risk
m

arine
events

(E
nclosure

IB
)

as
w

ellas
the

general
protection

m
easures

(E
nclosure

1A
)

into
the

E
ventPlan.

A
n

eventis
defined

as
having

beach/coastaleffects
ifany

associated
activities

o
fthe

m
arine

eventinvolve
the

use
of~

or
has

an
im

pactupon,the
beach

or
coastal

area
w

here
protected

species
occur

(e.g.,nesting
sea

turtles,
shorebirds,

beach
m

ice,
or

crocodiles).
A

ctivities
could

include,
but

are
not

lim
ited

to,the
building

or
placem

ento
fstructures

(e.g.,
staging,gazebos,

tents,
etc.),

use
o
fm

otorized
vehicles

on
the

beach,
or

large
spectator

groups
on

the
beach.

To
reduce

effects
to

protected
and

listed
species

and
their

habitats,
events

w
hich

have
beach/coastal

effects
m

ustim
plem

ent
the

protection
m

easures
for

beach/coastaleffects
(E

nclosure
1C

),
in

addition
to

allother
appropriate

protection
m

easures
(i.e.,

generalor
high

speed/high
risk)

required
for

thateventin
their

E
vent

Plan.

The
species

and
criticalhabitats

found
in

Table
I

have
the

potentialto
occur

w
ithin

a
m

arine
eventw

ithin
the

aforem
entioned

counties
in

the
SFESO

jurisdiction.
The

S
ervice

has
identified

protection
m

easures
(E

nclosure
I)

thatw
e

deem
necessary

to
protectthese

species
and

their
habitats

(including
criticalhabitat)

from
adverse

effects
associated

w
ith

the
events

covered
by

this
letter

[firew
orks,

boatregattas
(including

m
otorized

boatraces),
boatparades,blessing

o
fa

fleet,
fishing

tournam
ents,

sailboatraces,
and

non-m
otorized

boat
activities

(including,
butnot

lim
ited

to,
canoes,kayaks,

skulls,
etc.)].

In
order

to
avoid

and
m

inim
ize

adverse
effects

to
protected

species
and

their
habitats,

an
E

vent
Sponsor

m
ustinclude

the
appropriate

protection
m

easures
from

E
nclosure

I
in

their
E

vent
Plan

w
ith

their
m

arine
eventapplication

to
the

U
S

C
G

.
S

ubsequently
the

U
S

C
G

m
ustinclude

com
pliance

w
ith

the
protection

m
easures

and
E

ventPlan
as

a
condition

o
ftheir

perm
it.

For
m

arine
events

w
here

the
U

S
C

G
determ

ines
thatU

S
C

G
perm

it
issuance

is
notrequired,the

S
ervice

requests
thatthe

follow
ing

language
be

included
the

U
S

C
G

N
o

P
erm

itLetter
to

the
E

vent
Sponsor:

You
are

rem
inded

that,
w

hile
no

U
S

.
C

oastG
uard

perm
itis

required,
you

m
uststill

com
ply

w
ith

a
llexisting

Federal,
State,

and
locallaw

s,
and

other
requirem

ents
that

m
ay

im
pactyour

ability
to

hold
your

eventas
proposed.

You
should

take
appropriate

action
to

ensure
com

pliance
w

ith
a
llsuch

requirem
ents

p
rio

r
to

holding
your

event.
M

arine
events

have
a

potentialfor
unanticipated

environm
entalconsequences,

and
even

tem
pora~y

disruption
to

the
naturalenvironm

entor
the

disturbance
o
fprotected

species
m

ay
be

a
violation

o
fthe

law
.

F
or

additionalguidance
from

the
U

&
Fish

and
W

ildl(fe
Service

and
to

ensure
com

pliance
w

ith
the

E
ndangered

Species
A

ct
o
f

1973,
as

am
ended

(A
ct)

(87
Stat.

884;
16

U
.S

.C
1531

etseq.).you
are

encouraged
to

contact
the

South
F

lorida
E

cologicalServices
Q

ffice
at

772-562-3909
or

by
em

ailat
verobeach(ä2fw

ssov.

For
proposed

m
arine

events
w

ith
an

E
vent

Plan
including

allapplicable
protection

m
easures

(general,
high

speed
high

risk,
beach/coastal),

the
S

ervice
concurs

w
ith

the
U

S
C

G
’s

determ
ination

o
fm

ay
affect,

but
not

likely
to

adversely
affect

for
the

species
and

criticalhabitat
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G
uidance

to
P

roceed
w

ith
M

arine
Events

A
uthorized

by
the

U.S.
C

oast
G

uard
Page

4

in
Table

I,
and

no
further

consultation
w

ith
the

S
ervice

is
necessary.

Ifthe
proposed

eventm
ay

affectany
additional

listed
species

not
show

n
in

Table
1,(e.g.

E
vergiade

snailkite;R
ostrham

us
sociabilis

plum
beus)

contactthe
S

ervice
for

additional
guidance.

W
e

requestthe
U

S
C

G
refer

to
this

letter
in

lieu
o
fsending

a
concurrence

requestto
the

S
ervice

for
an

individualresponse
on

each
m

arine
event.

W
hen

applying
the

program
m

atic
concurrence

issued
to

the
U

S
C

G
under

this
G

uidance
to

P
roceed

w
ith

M
arine

Events
A

uthorized
by

the
U.S.

C
oast

G
uard

to
a

perm
it

application,
the

U
S

C
G

shallsend
an

e-m
ail

notification
(or

copy
o
fa

m
em

orandum
to

the
file)

to
the

SFESO
atverobeach(~fw

s.gov,
thatincludes:

the
eventnam

e,
U

S
C

G
perm

it
num

ber,
date(s)

o
fevent,

and
E

ventPlan.

Free-sw
im

m
ing

sea
turtles

are
under

the
jurisdiction

o
fthe

N
ationalM

arine
Fisheries

S
ervice

(N
M

FS
).

To
obtain

concurrence
w

ith
determ

inations
regarding

effects
to

free-sw
im

m
ing

sea
turtles,

the
S

ervice
recom

m
ends

coordinating
w

ith
the

N
M

FS
M

iam
iO

ffice
at305-595-8352.

The
S

ervice
w

ill
periodically

review
its

G
uidance

to
P

roceed
w

ith
M

arine
Events

A
uthorized

by
the

U
S

.
C

oastG
uard

and
m

ay
revise

or
revoke

this
guidance

ifnew
inforniation

indicates
the

covered
actions

are
having

an
adverse

effecton
a

listed
species

or
its

habitat
(including

critical
habitat).

This
G

uidance
to

P
roceed

w
ith

M
arine

E
vents

A
uthorized

by
the

U
S

.
C

oast
G

uard
becom

es
effective

on
the

date
signed

and
shallrem

ain
valid

untilrevised
orrevoked

by
the

SFESO
.

This
letter

fulfills
requirem

ents
o
fsection

7
o
fthe

A
ct

and
no

further
action

is
required

providing
the

above
m

entioned
recom

m
endations

are
follow

ed.
Ifm

odifications
are

m
ade

to
the

proposed
action,

ifadditionalinform
ation

involving
potential

effects
to

listed
species

becom
es

available,
or

ifa
new

species
is

listed,
reinitiation

o
fconsultation

m
ay

be
necessary.

In
addition,

no
authorization

for
incidentaltake

o
fm

anatees
is

needed
under

the
M

arine
M

am
m

al
P

rotection
A

ct
(section

101(a)
(5)(A

)).

Thank
you

for
your

cooperation
in

the
efforts

to
protect

listed
species

and
theirhabitat.

Ifyou
have

any
questions,

please
contact

JeffH
ow

e
at772-469-4283,

or
Shaw

n
C

hristopherson
at772-469-4336.

S
incerely

yours,

S
R

oxanna
H

ii.
Field

S
upervisor

South
Florida

E
cological

Services
O

ffice

cc:
electronic

only
FW

C
,

Tallahassee,
Florida

(FW
C

-C
P

S
,

M
ary

D
uncan,

C
arol

K
nox,

R
on

M
ezich)

N
M

FS
,

M
iam

i,
Florida

(V
irginia

M
.

Fay,Jocelyn
K

arazsia,
A

udra
Livergood,

Teletha
M

incey)
S

ervice,
Jacksonville,

Florida
(A

nn
M

arie
Lauritsen)

U
S

C
G

,
M

iam
i,

Florida
(B

enjam
in

C
olbert)

U
S

C
G

,
Tam

pa,
Florida

(Tyrone
S

tafford)
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E
nclosure

1:
S

tandard
P

rotection
M

easures
fo

r
M

arine
E

vents

A
ll

applicable
m

easures
below

m
ustbe

included
in

the
E

ventPlan
in

order
to

receive
concurrence

as
provided

in
the

G
uidance

to
P

roceed
w

ith
M

arine
Events

A
uthorized

by
the

U
S

.
C

oast
G

uard
(S

ervice
C

onsultation
C

ode:
04E

F2000-2016-I-0405).

E
nclosure

1A
:

P
rotection

M
easures

fo
r

G
eneral

M
arine

E
vents.

These
m

easures
m

ustbe
included

in
the

E
vent

Plan
for

allm
arine

events.

E
nclosure

1B:
P

rotection
M

easures
fo

r
H

igh
S

peed/H
igh

R
isk

M
arine

E
vents.

Forhigh
speed

or
high

risk
m

arine
events,

these
m

easures
are

required
in

addition
to

the
P

rotection
M

easures
for

G
eneralM

arine
Events

(IA
).

E
vent

Sponsors
m

ust
include

and
adhere

to
the

P
rotection

M
easures

for
H

igh
Speed

H
igh

R
isk

M
arine

Events,
as

applicable,
in

their
E

vent
Plan

for
a

H
igh

Speed
or

H
igh

R
isk

E
vent.

E
nclosure

1C
:

P
rotection

M
easures

fo
r

M
arine

E
vents

w
ith

B
each/C

oastal
E

ffects.
These

m
easures

are
required

form
arine

events
w

ith
activities

occurring
on

beaches
and

or
coastline.

Form
arine

events
w

ith
effects

to
beaches

or
coastline,

these
m

easures
are

required
in

addition
to

the
P

rotection
M

easures
for

G
eneralM

arine
Events

(IA
)

and
the

P
rotection

M
easures

for
H

igh
Speed

H
igh

R
isk

M
arine

Events
(18),

ifapplicable.

N
O

T
E

:
G

enerally,
the

sea
turtle

nesting
season

is
from

M
arch

I
through

O
ctober

31
in

B
revard,

B
row

ard,
Indian

R
iver,

M
artin,

M
iam

i-D
ade,

P
alm

Beach,
and

St.
Lucie

counties,
and

is
from

A
pril

1
through

O
ctober

3
1

in
allother

coastalcounties
in

Florida.
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1A
:

P
rotection

M
easures

for
G

eneralM
arine

E
vents

G
M

E
1)

The
Standard

M
anatee

C
onstruction

C
onditions

for
In-w

ater
W

ork
(FW

C
2011)2

(http://w
w

w
.m

yfw
c.com

/m
edia/41

5448/M
anatee

S
tdC

ondln
w

aterW
ork.pd~

apply
for

allin-w
ater

activity.
Ifprotected

or
listed

m
arine

species
(such

as
m

anatees
or

sea
turtles)

are
presentin

the
eventarea,

the
eventm

ustbe
delayed

or
stopped

untilthe
anim

als
are

clear
o
fthe

area.
Boattraffic

w
illbe

halted
or

directed
aw

ay
from

the
location

o
fany

o
fthese

species.
The

eventshallnot
resum

e
untilthe

anim
alhas

m
oved

aw
ay

from
the

area
under

its
ow

n
volition.

Itis
prohibited

to
herd,

chase,or
‘escort”

these
anim

als
from

the
area.

Ifthe
observer

loses
sighto

fan
anim

al
observed

in
or

near
the

eventarea,
the

eventw
ill

notresum
e

for
atleast30

m
inutes

follow
ing

the
lastsighting,

provided
thatthe

anim
alis

notobserved
again.

G
M

E
2)

H
abitat

P
rotection

The
follow

ing
conservation

m
easures

w
ill

be
im

plem
ented

for
m

arine
events

that
propose

to
have

eventor
spectator

vessels
anchor

by
any

m
eans,

or
to

place
anchors

for
m

arkers
or

any
other

objects
on

the
subm

erged
bottom

.

a)
A

ny
m

arine
debris

generated
by

the
eventw

illbe
rem

oved
from

the
w

ater
im

m
ediately.

b)
A

llparticipating
vessels

w
ill

adhere
to

designated
speed

zones.

c)
E

ventboundaries
w

illbe
atleast

500
feetaw

ay
from

sea
turtle

orbird
nesting

beaches,
and

atleast500
feetaw

ay
from

m
angrove

islands
or

sim
ilar

vegetation
w

here
m

igratory
bird

nesting
colonies

are
present.

The
E

vent
Sponsor

w
ill

ensure
w

akes
from

vessels
do

not
overw

ash
beach

areas
w

here
m

arked
turtle

nests
or

m
igratory

bird
nests

are
present.

For
events

including
firew

orks,
the

event
boundary

w
illbe

atleast
1,500

feetaw
ay

from
m

angrove
islands

or
sim

ilar
vegetation

w
here

m
igratory

bird
nesting

colonies
are

present.

d)
The

E
vent

Sponsorw
ill

ensure
there

is
no

anchoring
or

spudding
o
fbarges

or
vessels,

including
spectator

vessels,
on

seagrass,
coralreefs,

orhard
bottom

resources.
W

hen
spectator

vessels
are

anticipated,
tem

porary
anchoring

areas
should

be
established

w
here

seagrasses,coralreef,
or

hardbottom
resources

do
not

occur
or

w
ill

notbe
dam

aged
by

anchoring.
These

tem
porary

anchor
areas

m
ust

be
tem

porarily
m

arked.
The

E
vent

S
ponsor

w
ill

consult
w

ith
the

Florida
Fish

and
W

ildlife
C

onservation
C

om
m

ission
(F

W
C

)
M

arine
and

E
stuarine

H
abitat

S
ub

section
and

the
Florida

D
epartm

ent
o
fE

nvironm
ental

P
rotection

(FD
E

P
)

C
oral

R
eefC

onservation
P

rogram
for

events
and

anchoring
scenarios

thatw
ill

require
coordination

am
ong

on-the-w
ater

Law
E

nforcem
ent

entities3.

2Should
the

Standard
M

anatee
C

onditions
be

updated,the
m

ostcurrentversion
shallapply.

A
llanchoring

on
a

reefis
prohibited

underthe
Florida

law
C

oralR
eefProtection

Act.
C

onsultw
ith

the
FW

C
M

arine
and

Estuarine
H

abitat
Sub-section

and
the

FD
EP

C
oralR

eefC
onservation

Program
if

furtherassistance
is

necessary
to

identi&
suitable

anchor
locations.
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e)
Tem

porary
anchors

for
m

arkers,
or

other
objects

associated
w

ith
a

m
arine

event,
w

ill
notbe

placed
on

seagrasses,
coralreefs,

or
hardbottom

resources.
Tem

porary
buoys

orm
arkers

m
ustbe

anchored
or

held
in

place
by

piles
driven

into
the

seabed,
and

the
area

o
fthe

seabed
disturbed

m
ustbe

confirm
ed

o
fbeing

devoid
o
f

coral,
coralreef;

hardbottom
,

and
seagrass

habitat
prior

to
placem

ent.
A

ll
tem

porary
anchors

w
illbe

hand
placed

and
retrieved

by
divers

w
ho

are
know

ledgeable
aboutthese

sensitive
habitats.

A
nchoring

devices
placed

on
the

seafloor
w

ill
be

placed
a

m
inim

um
o
f

100
feet

from
subm

erged
resources,

so
that

ifthey
are

drug
by

a
vesselor

m
oved

by
w

ind
or

w
ave

action,
they

w
ill

notcause
dam

age
to

these
m

arine
resources.

N
o

structures
w

ill
rem

ain
in

the
w

ater
overnight.

f)
E

m
ploy

floating
tow

cables
and

m
aneuver

alltugs
and

barges
so

thatanchoring
and

tow
ing

cables
and

lines
are

notallow
ed

to
lay-on

or
sw

eep-overseagrasses,
coralreefs,

or
hardbottom

resources.
E

vent
vessels

thatare
notanchoring

should
be

held
stationary

over
sandy

bottom
to

avoid
any

potentialfor
dam

age
from

slack
cables

or
lines.

g)
Events

occurring
in

inshore
w

aters
w

ill
notbe

conducted
in

shallow
w

aters
w

here
eventor

spectatorvessels
m

ay
cause

prop
scarring

o
fseagrass

resources.

h)
Iflocated

in
an

A
quatic

Preserve4,the
E

vent
S

ponsor
w

illcom
ply

w
ith

S
ection

253.04(3),
Florida’s

seagrass
protection

law
,

stating
thatdestruction

o
fseagrass

in
A

quatic
Preserves

is
a

violation
o
fthe

law
and

carries
penalties.

Vessels
w

ill
anchor

in
sandy

bottom
s

only.
Ifa

vesselruns
aground,

FW
C

law
enforcem

ent
w

illbe
called

im
m

ediately
and

the
engine

w
illbe

pow
ered

dow
n.

FW
C

law
enforcem

ent
can

be
reach

by
phone

at
*F

W
C

(*392).
Vesseloperator

w
ill

not
attem

pt
to

pow
er

o
ffas

this
m

ay
cause

additional
im

pacts.

i)
The

E
vent

Sponsor
w

ill
also

com
ply

w
ith

applicable
law

s
and

guidance
protecting

coastalhabitats
including,

butnot
lim

ited
to,

saltm
arsh,

oyster
reefs,

and
m

angroves.

G
M

E
3)

E
ducation

Standard
educationalconservation

m
easure

The
E

vent
S

ponsorw
illhold

a
protected

species
and

or
habitatresource

aw
areness

training
m

eeting
and

require
alleventofficials

and
participants

to
attend

prior
to

the
event.

The
purpose

o
fthe

m
eeting

w
illbe

to
inform

allparties
o
fthe

potential
presence

o
fallrelevant

naturalresources
thatm

ay
be

in
the

location
o
fthe

event,
and

to
inform

them
o
fthe

civil
and

crim
inalpenalties

thatcould
result

from
the

harassm
ent,

injury,
or

death
o
fthese

species.

~
As

defined
in

Chapter258
partIIofthe

Florida
Statute:

“m
eans

an
exceptionalarea

ofsubm
erged

lands

and
its

associated
waters

setaside
forbeing

m
aintained

essentially
in

its
naturalorexisting

condition.”
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The
E

ventS
ponsorw

ill
distribute

protected
species

educationalpackages
to

each
eventofficial

and
participant.

Inform
ation

w
ill

include,butis
not

lim
ited

to:
•

B
oating

and
A

ngling
G

uides
(http://m

yfw
c.com

researchlpublications/brochuresvideos)
•

F
lorida

M
anatees

A
F

lorida
treasure

B
rochure

form
at

(http://m
yfw

c.com
/m

edia/152451
LivingW

ithM
anatees.pdf).

O
nline

form
at

(http://w
w

w
.m

y~
c.com

m
edial4

15226
M

anatee
FLTreasure

bklt.pdf)
•

F
lorida

sea
turtles

Share
the

beach
(http://m

yfw
c.corn!m

edia/413667
Seaturtle

ShareBeach
V

isitors.pdf)
•

S
horebirds

and
Sea

B
irds:

Share
the

Beach
w

ith
B

each
N

esting
B

irds
(http://w

w
w

.shorebirdplan.org/w
p

content/uploads
2014

01
S

horebirdM
anagem

entB
eachN

estingB
irds.pdf)

M
aterials

distributed
w

ill
include

language
such

as
“It

is
unlaw

fulfor
any

person,
at

any
tim

e,
by

any
m

eans
or

in
any

m
anner,

intentionally
or

negligently,
to

annoy,
m

olest,
harass,

or
disw

rb
any

protected
species”

(such
as

m
anatee,

sea
turtle,

sm
alltooth

saw
fish,

etc.).

The
applicable

legalauthorities
should

also
be

referenced,
such

as:the
Endangered

Species
A

cto
f

1973,
16

U.S.C.
§

1531
etseq.,the

FederalM
igratory

B
ird

Treaty
A

ct
o
f

1918
(16

U
.S

.C
.

703
etseq.),the

FederalM
arine

M
am

m
alP

rotection
A

ct
o
f

1972,
16

U
.S

.C
.

§
1401

etseq.,the
Florida

M
anatee

S
anctuary

A
cto

f
1978

(codified,
as

am
ended,

at§
S

ection
379.2431(2010)),

and
the

Florida
C

oral
R

eefP
rotection

A
ct

Section
403.93345,

F.S.

A
dditionaleducationalm

easures
w

hen
spectator

vessels
are

expected
as

parto
fthe

event
Ifspectator

vessels
are

expected,
the

E
vent

Sponsorw
ill

conduct
a

public
service

announcem
ent(P

S
A

)
cam

paign
to

notify
and

educate
the

public
concerning

the
protected

species
and

protected
habitats

expected
atthe

location.
These

m
aterials

should
include

PSAs
through

advertising
prior

to
and

during
the

eventon
localradio

stations,
in

localnew
spapers,

and
signs

posted
atalllocalboatram

ps.
Inform

ation
w

ill
include,but

is
not

lim
ited

to:

a)
N

otification
to

notanchor
on

or
above

seagrass,hardbottom
,

or
coraland

that
doing

so
m

ay
subjectthem

to
crim

inaland
or

civil
penalties.

W
hen

available,
anchoring

should
occur

in
designated

areas
established

for
the

event.

b)
N

otification
thatallvessels

should
m

aintain
a

lookout
for

sea
turtles,

m
anatees,dolphins

orprotected
fish.

Vessels
should

proceed
ata

safe
speed,

especially
atnight,

in
order

to
avoid

striking
any

protected
species.

c)
N

otification
thata

Federalor
State

agency
m

ay
im

pose
a

civil
fine

o
f$25,000

and
or

a
crim

inalpenalty
o
f$50,000

and
or

up
to

1
year

in
jail

for
violating
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the
Endangered

Species
A

ct
or

State
statute

by
“taking”

an
endangered

or
threatened

species
or

dam
aging

seagrass
and

coral.
This

notification
should

include
an

explanation
o
fw

hatconstitutes
“taking”.

A
“taking”

is
defined

as
harassing,harm

ing,
pursuing,hunting,

shooting,
w

ounding,
killing,

trapping,
capturing,

collecting,or
attem

pting
to

engage
in

such
conduct.

d)
R

equestthatany
collision

w
ith

and
or

injury
to

a
sea

turtle,
m

anatee,
dolphin

or
protected

fish
be

reported
im

m
ediately

to
the

FW
C

’s
W

ild
life

A
lert

H
otline

at888-404-FW
C

C
(3922),

and
to

the
N

ational
M

arine
Fisheries

Service’s
Protected

R
esources

D
ivision

attakereport.nm
fsser@

noaa.gov
and

the
South

Florida
E

cological
Services

O
ffice

at
772-562-3909.

e)
Ifthe

eventis
adjacentto

beaches,
spectators

m
ustbe

m
ade

aw
are

o
fthe

possibility
o
fnesting

sea
turtles

and
nesting

m
igratory

birds,
and

the
penalties

associated
w

ith
disturbing

nests,
hatchlings,

or
adults

w
hile

on
the

beach
or

in
the

w
ater.

M
arked

turtle
nests

and
m

igratory
bird

nests
m

ustbe
avoided.

f)
Ifthe

eventis
inshore

and
is

adjacent
to

m
angrove

islands
or

sim
ilar

vegetation
w

here
active

m
igratory

bird
nesting

colonies
are

present,
spectators

m
ustbe

m
ade

aw
are

o
fthe

possibility
o
fdisturbing

nests,
hatchlings,

or
adults

and
told

to
avoid

com
ing

w
ithin

500
feeto

fthis
type

o
f

vegetation.

g)
Ifthe

eventis
located

w
ithin

or
adjacentto

a
State

A
quatic

Preserve4,
PSAs

m
ay

be
needed

for
advertising

prior
to

and
during

the
event.

Infonriation
on

A
quatic

Preserves
can

be
found

at:
http:

w
w

w
.dep.state.fi.us

coastal
program

s/ag
uatic.htm

.
Please

contact
the

FD
E

P
A

quatic
Preserve

nearestthe
eventfor

fbrther
assistance.

h)
Ifthe

eventis
located

w
ithin

or
adjacent

to
coralreefs,

the
E

vent
Sponsor

w
ill

include
coralreefaw

areness
and

avoidance
m

essages
in

their
advertising

prior
to

and
during

the
event.

The
E

vent
Sponsor

w
ill

include
inform

ation
aboutthe

Florida
C

oralR
eefP

rotection
A

ct
thatm

akes
it

illegal
for

a
vessel

to
anchor

on
or

dam
age

a
coralreefin

their
advertising

prior
to

and
during

the
event.

C
ontactthe

FD
E

P
C

oral
R

eefC
onservation

P
rogram

at305-795-2167
for

further
assistance

in
this

m
atter.
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III:
P

rotection
M

easures
fo

r
H

igh
S

peed/H
igh

R
isk

M
arine

E
vents

H
S

IIR
1)

A
ll

races
and

practice
runs

shalltake
place

no
earlier

than
2

hours
after

sunrise
and

finish
no

later
than

2
hours

before
sunset.

This
is

designed
to

allow
for

sufficient
tim

e
to

conduct
required

pre-
and

post-racing
surveys.

D
uring

turtle
nesting

season,
allraces

and
practice

runs
w

ithin
2.5

m
iles

o
fthe

shoreline
o
fa

turtle
nesting

beach
m

ustw
ait

a
m

inim
um

o
f4

hours
after

sunrise
to

begin
vesselraces.

This
is

designed
to

provide
tim

e
for

hatchling
sea

turtles
leaving

the
nesting

beaches
to

pass
through

the
nearshore

area
and

disperse
into

open
w

ater.
M

odification
o
fthese

tim
es

for
an

E
vent

Plan
m

ustbe
review

ed
and

approved
by

S
ervice

and
N

M
FS

Protected
R

esource
D

ivision.

H
S

H
R

2)
U

nder
the

guidance
o
fthe

S
ervice,

the
E

vent
Sponsor

w
illdevelop

a
S

ervice-
approved

Protected
Species

W
atch

P
rogram

(see
below

)
to

be
incorporated

into
the

E
vent

Plan.

H
S

H
R

3)
A

ll
race

officials,
designated

m
anatee

observers,
U

S
C

G
officials

and
allother

interested
parties

w
ill

attend
a

m
anatee

m
onitoring

coordination
m

eeting
held

the
day

before
the

event.

H
S

H
R

4)
A

ll
participants

and
official

boats
shalladhere

to
speed

zones
adjacentto

the
event

site.

H
S

H
R

5)
A

llparticipating
vessels

w
ill

travelto
and

from
the

race
course

under
the

direct
supervision

o
frace

officials
and

atidle
speeds

or
the

slow
estpossible

navigable
speed

untilarriving
atthe

course.

H
S

H
R

6)
Ifany

one
o
fthe

aforem
entioned

conditions
is

notm
etprior

to
or

during
the

event,
the

eventw
ill

be
im

m
ediately

term
inated.

The
U

S
C

G
w

ill
designate

an
official

w
ith

the
authority

to
term

inate
the

event
as

required
above.

H
S

H
R

7)
R

adin
rnm

m
trnjr.afinnq

are
required

fnr
all

rare
bnatc

H
S

H
R

8)
A

t
leastthree

aviation
radios

w
illbe

provided
and

used
by:

I)
the

lead
aerialobserver,

2)
the

ground
supervisor,

and
3)

a
race

official.

H
S

H
R

9)
C

om
m

unications
w

ith
the

m
anatee

observer
team

and
race

boats
w

ill
be

available
at

alltim
es.

H
S

H
R

1O
)

N
o

race
boatw

ill
be

allow
ed

to
com

pete
w

ithout
fully

functioning
radio

com
m

unications.

H
S

H
R

1
1)

The
m

ovem
ent

and
anchoring

o
fspectatorboats

w
ill

be
controlled

during
the

event.

H
S

H
R

12)
The

practice
eventw

illbe
held

to
the

sam
e

perm
it

conditions
as

the
2-day

race
event
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P
rotected

S
pecies

W
atch

P
rogram

(required
for

H
igh

S
peed

H
igh

R
isk

events)

A
protected

species
w

atch
program

should
include

the
follow

ing
elem

ents:

The
E

vent
Sponsor,

allrace
officials,

designated
observers

and
allother

interested
or

necessary
parties

w
ill

attend
a

protected
species

w
atch

coordination
m

eeting
the

day
before

the
event.

2.
The

E
vent

Sponsor
w

ill
ensure

a
pre-event

aerialsurvey
for

m
anatee

locations
w

ithin
the

C
ounty

occurs
before

any
racing

is
to

take
place.

This
pre-eventaerialsurvey

w
ill

occur
no

earlier
than

2
days

prior
to

the
event

3.
The

E
vent

Sponsor
w

ill
ensure

the
eventarea

is
continuously

m
onitored

by
approved

protected
species

w
atch

observers
before

and
during

the
eventand

during
practice

runs
to

detect
protected

species,particularly
m

arine
m

am
m

als
such

as
m

anatees
and

dolphins
or

sea
turtles,

w
hich

m
ay

approach
or

enterthe
eventarea.

M
onitoring

w
ill

be
conducted

by
an

appropriate
num

ber
o
fqualified

observers
from

aircraft,
and

elevated
boatand

or
land-based

locations.

4.
Protected

species
w

atch
observers

w
illhave

prior
protected

species
observation

experience
during

high
speed

events.
O

bservers
m

usthave
previous,

adequate
observationalexperience

(see
Protected

Species
O

bserver
O

ualifications
G

uidelines,
below

).
M

anatee
observers

w
ill

conductm
anatee

m
onitoring

in
good

faith
and

to
the

besto
ftheir

abilities.
Liability

for
a

violation
o
fthe

protective
m

easures
w

illbe
assum

ed
by

the
E

vent
Sponsor

and
the

vessel
operators

involved
in

a
collision

w
ith

a
m

anatee.
The

S
ervice

w
ill

selectively
review

the
qualifications

o
fthe

observers.
Ifthe

Service
determ

ines
that

an
observerhas

inadequate
experience

for
an

event,
the

replacem
ent

observer
m

ustbe
approved

by
the

Service.

5.
A

ll
observers

w
ill

be
given

proper
equipm

entthat
w

ill
allow

them
to

stay
in

close
com

m
unication

w
ith

each
other

as
w

ellas
the

E
vent

S
ponsor

and
race

officials
to

stop
the

eventif
a

protected
species

is
observed

w
ithin

the
boundaries

o
fthe

eventor
w

ithin
500

feeto
f

the
perim

eter
o
fthe

eventsite.
E

quipm
ent

shallinclude,
but

notbe
lim

ited
to,

tw
o-w

ay
or

m
arine

radio
w

ith
backup

batteries,
cellphone,

and
flags

(for
w

arning
and

for
stopping

the
event).

Ifcom
m

unication
is

interrupted
during

an
event,

the
race

w
ill

stop
untiladequate

com
m

unication
is

re-established.

6.
The

E
vent

Sponsor
w

ill
ensure

thata
w

atch
program

w
ill

be
conducted

thatincludes
continuous

aerialm
onitoring

conducted
by

helicopter,
unless

fixed
w

ing
aircraft

is
requested

by
the

aerialobserver
and

confirm
ed

as
appropriate

by
S

ervice
and

N
M

FS
Protected

R
esource

D
ivision.

A
erialor

w
aterborne

spotters
w

ill
notbe

assigned
other

duties
thatcould

detract
from

their
ability

to
keep

proper
lookout.

The
area

to
be

m
onitored

w
ill

include
the

entire
race

course
and

allw
aters

w
ithin

2
m

iles
o
fthe

race
course

perim
eter.

A
erialm

onitoring
w

illbegin
1

hour
prior

to
the

eventand
any

organized
practice

sessions
and

w
illcontinue

throughout
racing

and
continue

for
no

less
than

30
m

inutes
post-racing

activities
in

order
ensure

sufficient
coverage

o
fthe

eventarea
and

surrounding
w

aters.
Thorough

surveys
w

ithin
and

around
the

eventarea
im

m
ediately

prior
to,

during
and

after
each

day’s
activities

are
to

ensure
thatany

protected
species

w
ere

not
struck,

injured,
orkilled

as
a

resulto
fthe

event.
Ifa

protected
or

listed
s

ecies
is

inured
or

killed
the

eventw
illbe

halted
im

m
ediatel

and
not

resum
e

until
notified

b
the

S
ervice

thatthe
eventm

a
continue.
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7.
The

E
vent

Sponsor
shallensure

observers
w

illbe
in

close
com

m
unication

w
ith

E
vent

Sponsor
and

race
officials

to
stop

the
eventifa

protected
species

is
observed

w
ithin

the
boundaries

o
f

the
eventorw

ithin
500

feeto
fthe

perim
eter

o
fthe

eventboundaries.
O

nce
notified

o
fa

protected
species

presence
w

ithin
or

in
close

proxim
ity

o
fthe

race
course

(less
than

500
feet),

or
upon

the
requesto

fany
observer,the

E
vent

Sponsorw
ill

notify
the

participants
to

g
~

im
m

ediately
(notslow

dow
n

and
continue

around
the

course).
The

eventshallnotresum
e

until
the

anim
alhas

m
oved

aw
ay

from
the

area
under

its
ow

n
volition.

N
o

attem
ptw

illbe
m

ade
to

herd,
chase

or
“escort”

these
anim

als
from

the
area.

Ifthe
observer

loses
sighto

fan
anim

al
observed

in
or

near
the

eventarea,
the

eventw
ill

notresum
e

for
atleast30

m
inutes

follow
ing

the
lastsighting,

provided
thatthe

anim
alis

notobserved
again.

8.
Ifan

anim
alis

sighted
outside

500
feeto

fthe
perim

etero
fthe

eventboundaries,
the

observer
w

ill
notify

the
lead

aerialobservero
fthe

anim
al’s

location
w

ho
w

ill
confirm

the
siting

and
alertthe

E
ventSponsor

and
race

officials
thatthe

eventm
ay

need
to

be
halted.

The
E

vent
Sponsor

and
or

race
officials

w
ill

w
arn

the
participants

thatextrem
e

caution
needs

to
be

taken
since

there
is

an
anim

alin
the

vicinity,
and

the
eventm

ay
be

interrupted.

9.
Ifan

observer
notifies

the
E

vent
Sponsor

thatsurvey
conditions

are
poor,

or
deteriorate

and
becom

e
poor

so
as

notto
allow

for
proper

sighting
o
fanim

als
in

the
race

course
area

(i.e.,
num

erous
w

hite
caps

and
streaks

created
by

high
w

inds,
lack

o
fdaylight),

the
E

vent
Sponsor

and
race

officials
w

ill
im

m
ediately

halt
the

event.
Ifsurvey

conditions
im

prove
to

allow
for

proper
sighting

o
fanim

als,
the

eventm
ay

resum
e.

10.The
E

vent
Sponsor

w
ill

reportany
protected

species
injuries

or
deaths

im
m

ediately
to

the
FW

C
W

ildlife
A

lert
H

otline
888-404-FW

C
C

(3922)
and

follow
-up

w
ith

an
em

ail
w

ithin
24

hours
to

Im
periledS

pecies(ü2m
yfw

c.com
and

to
the

N
M

FS
Protected

R
esources

D
ivision

at:
takereport.nm

fsser~noaa.gov.
The

e-m
ailm

ustbe
sentw

ithin
24

hours
o
fthe

eventand
m

ust
include:

(1)
the

type
o
fspecies

captured
(e.g.,

sea
turtle

or
sm

alltooth
saw

fish);
(2)

date
and

tim
e

o
fcapture;

(3)
the

location
and

activity
resulting

in
capture

(e.g.,
fishing

tournam
ent);

(4)
condition

o
fthe

species
caught(i.e.,

alive,
dead,

sentto
rehabilitation);

(5)
size

o
fthe

individual,
behavior,

and
identi~

ing
features

(i.e.,
presence

o
ftags,

scars,
or

distinguishing
m

arks);
and

(6)
and

any
photos

thatm
ay

have
been

taken.
S

m
alltooth

saw
fish

captures
should

also
be

reported
to

the
online

encounter
database

at
http://w

w
w

.flm
nh.ufl.edu/fish/sharks/saw

fish/forrn.htm
l.

II.
W

ithin
30

days
after

com
pletion

o
fthe

event,
the

prim
ary

observer
shallsubm

ita
reportto

the
U

S
C

G
,

N
M

FS
,

Service,
and

the
FW

C
(lrnperiledS

pecies(~m
yfw

c.com
).

This
reportshall

include
inform

ation
regarding

the
event(such

as
w

eather,
w

hether
the

event
w

as
canceled,

etc.),
and

should
verify

the
nam

es
o
fthe

observers
and

their
positions

during
the

eventas
those

approved
before

the
race.

This
reportshould

include
the

types,
num

bers
and

locations
o
f

protected
species

sighted,
the

circum
stances

in
w

hich
the

sighting
occurred

(w
hich

observer
and

position),
and

any
problem

s
encountered

during
the

event,
along

w
ith

possible
solutions.
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P
rotected

Species
O

bserverO
ualifications

G
uidelines

R
isks

to
protected

m
arine

species
during

high
speed

m
arine

events
are

significant,
because

there
is

a
w

ide
area

thatm
ustbe

surveyed
for

anim
als,there

are
a

num
bero

ffastm
oving

participants
w

ho
cannotstop

im
m

ediately,
and

there
are

typically
spectatorvessels

present.

A
w

atch
team

approach
is

needed
due

to
the

w
ide

area
thatneeds

to
be

covered
to

m
ake

sure
no

protected
species

are
harm

ed.
Itis

experience
thatm

akes
a

team
effective,

and
extensive

com
m

unication
and

coordination
betw

een
team

m
em

bers
is

needed
for

a
successflulw

atch.
The

w
atch

team
also

needs
to

w
ork

in
concertw

ith
the

EventSponsor,and
needs

to
com

m
unicate

and
coordinate

w
ellw

ith
the

eventteam
.

A
w

atch
team

includes
a

team
coordinator,m

ultiple
observers

atan
elevated

position
on

boats
and

or
land,an

observerin
a

plane
orhelicopter,

and
preferably

a
pilotexperienced

in
m

anatee
surveys.

C
ontinuous

aerial
m

onitoring
should

be
conducted

by
helicopter,

unless
a

fixed
w

ing
aircraft

is
requested

by
the

aerial
observerand

confirm
ed

as
appropriate

by
Service.

A
n

aerialobserverand
observerteam

is
crucialto

the
success

o
fthese

types
ofw

atches,and
individuals

m
usthave

aerialsurvey
experience

spotting
anim

als,particularly
m

anatees
and

sea
turtles.

O
bserving

from
an

aerialplatform
is

differentthan
observing

from
a

boatoron
the

land.
N

otonly
do

anim
als

look
differentfrom

the
air,

ittakes
practice

to
spotthem

.
A

erialsurveys
forw

atch
program

s
require

a
loto

f
circling

o
fthe

aircraft,
and

noteveryone
is

capable
o
fperform

ing
effective

surveys
in

such
conditions.

W
hile

typically
the

aerialobserver
is

the
firstto

spotanim
als,on

occasion
ithas

been
observers

in
boats

thathave
spotted

an
anim

alfirst.
This

em
phasizes

the
need

for
a

team
thatcoordinates

w
elltogether

and
is

practiced
atkeeping

track
ofan

anim
albetw

een
observers

in
differentpositions.

D
esignating

a
team

coordinator
(notthe

aerialobserver)
is

necessary
to

coordinate
the

observers,m
ake

sure
com

m
unication

is
good

w
ith

the
EventSponsor,and

for
com

piling
the

finalw
atch

report.

W
hat

does
it

m
ean

to
be

a
qualifIed

observer?
There

is
no

agency
observercertification

ortraining
program

.
O

bservers
are

typically
considered

qualified
w

hen
they

have
experience

thatis
com

m
ensurate

w
ith

the
observation

w
ork

to
be

perform
ed.

Training
does

notsubstitute
foron

the
job

experience,
Individuals

need
practice

spotting
anim

als
as

w
ellas

opportunities
to

learn
and

im
plem

entw
atch

protocols
(discussed

in
the

Sam
ple

EventPlans).
Forexam

ple,
in

order
to

be
qualified

to
be

an
aerialobserver

for
a

high
speed

boatrace,an
individualneeds

to
have

previous
experience

observing
forprotected

m
arine

anim
als

during
a

boatrace.
Experience,w

hether
it

is
aerialsurvey

orboat/land
based,can

be
gained

by
acting

as
a

secondary
observerto

a
qualified

aerial
observerduring

a
boatrace

(shadow
ing).

The
am

ountofshadow
ing

experience
should

be
a

m
inim

um
of

60
hours

during
events

sim
ilar

to
the

one
to

be
perform

ed.
Protected

anim
alsightings

should
be

included
in

this
experience

and
discussed

in
subm

itted
inform

ation
for

approval.
P

rior
experience

observing
is

required
before

acting
as

a
prim

ary
observer.

W
hatdoes

it
m

ean
to

be
an

approved
observer?

The
U

SC
O

perm
it

and
EventPlan

requires
that

individuals
have

appropriate
previous

experience
and

qualifications
to

be
approved

for
specific

events.
Individuals

should
subm

ittheircontactinform
ation,

history
o
fobserverexperience

and/or
shadow

training
during

events,
and

any
other

relevantinform
ation

to
the

U
SC

G
.

A
form

is
also

available
on

the
FW

C
site

(http:
w

w
w

.m
yfw

c.com
w

ildlifehabitats
m

anaged/m
anatee

w
atch-program

1;be
sure

to
include

as
m

uch
detailas

possible
as

m
entioned

above.
The

Service
w

ill
opportunistically

review
selective

observer
resum

es
to

verify
their

qualifications.
Ifthe

Service
determ

ines
thatan

observer
has

inadequate
experience

for
an

event,
the

event’s
replacem

entobserverm
ustbe

approved
by

the
Service.

The
Service

m
ay

disqualify
a

prospective
observer

ifthatperson
is

notexpected
to

adequately
perform

the
duties

required.
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1C
:

P
ro

te
ctio

n
M

easures
fo

r
M

a
rin

e
E

vents
w

ith
B

each/C
oastal

E
ffects

B
C

E
1)

A
ll

structures
proposed

to
be

constructed
in

sea
turtle

nesting
habitatduring

nesting
season

and
left

outovernight
shallhave

3
feeto

fverticalclearance
beneath

them
,

at
least7

feeto
fhorizontalclearance

betw
een

the
supports

w
here

they
m

eetthe
beach,

and
shallbe

located
as

far
landw

ard
as

possible.
A

ny
structures

or
m

aterials
not

m
eeting

these
criteria

m
ustbe

rem
oved

by
sundow

n
each

day.
A

ll
staging

and
storage

o
feventequipm

entand
m

aterials
shallbe

o
ffthe

beach.

B
C

E
2)

The
use

o
fheavy

equipm
entis

prohibited,
and

the
use

o
fstreetvehicles

to
transport

eventequipm
ent

is
prohibited

excepton
beaches

w
here

public
beach

driving
is

allow
ed

by
localordinance.

A
lightw

eight,
A

T
V

-type
vehicle

w
ith

10-psior
less

ground-to-tire
pressure

m
ay

be
used

for
equipm

enttransportif
allow

ed
by

localordinance.
U

se
o
f

vehicles
shallbe

m
inim

ized,
and

restricted
to

eventset-up
and

breakdow
n.

B
C

E
3)

In
order

to
place

structures
on

the
beach,

surveys
for

sea
turtle

nesting
activity

m
ustbe

ongoing,
and

have
been

conducted
daily

for
65

days
previous

to
the

event
date

or
since

the
beginning

o
fsea

turtle
nesting

season.
It

is
the

responsibility
o
fthe

E
vent

S
ponsor

to
ensure

thatnesting
surveys

have
been

conducted
in

accordance
w

ith
the

follow
ing

conditions:

a)
A

ll
nesting

surveys
shallbe

conducted
by

qualified
persons

w
ho

hold
a

valid
sea

turtle
perm

it
issued

by
the

FW
C

pursuantto
Florida

A
dm

inistrative
C

ode
R

ule
68

E-1.
N

o
m

aterials
or

equipm
entm

ay
be

setup
on

the
beach

untilthe
E

vent
S

ponsor
has

coordinated
w

ith
the

sea
turtle

perm
itholder.

b)
N

est
surveys

shallbe
conducted

daily
betw

een
sunrise

and
9:00

a.m
.

during
sea

turtle
nesting

season.
N

o
activity

shalloccur
in

any
location

prior
to

com
pletion

o
f

the
necessary

sea
turtle

nestsurvey
and

protection
m

easures.

c)
N

ests
deposited

w
ithin

the
eventarea

shallbe
m

arked
and

left
in

place
unless

natural
factors

thrcatcn
the

success
o
fthe

nest.
A

ny
nests

left
in

the
eventarea

shall
be

clearly
m

arked
and

the
actual

location
o
fthe

clutch
determ

ined.
A

circle
w

ith
a

radius
o
ften

(10)
feet,

centered
atthe

clutch,
shallbe

m
arked

by
stake

and
survey

tape
or

string.
N

o
activities

shallenter
this

circle
and

no
adjacent

activities
shallbe

allow
ed

w
hich

m
ightdirectly

or
indirectly

disturb
the

area
w

ithin
the

staked
circle.

D
uring

sea
turtle

hatching
season

(generally
M

ay
I

to
D

ecem
ber

31),
no

structures
or

m
aterials

w
hich

could
im

pede
the

progress
o
fturtle

hatchlings
m

ay
rem

ain
seaw

ard
o
fa

nestovernight.

B
C

E
4)

N
o

lighting
associated

w
ith

the
event

is
authorized

after
9:00

p.m
.

during
the

sea
turtle

nesting
season.

B
C

E
5)

N
o

w
ater

from
the

structure
or

eventarea
shallbe

allow
ed

to
run

onto
the

beach
w

here
it

could
im

pactadjacentsea
turtle

nests.
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B
C

E
6)

In
the

event
an

unm
arked

sea
turtle

nestis
exposed,

or
a

dead,
injured,

or
sick

sea
turtle

is
discovered

during
the

event,the
sea

turtle
perm

itholder
shallbe

notified
im

m
ediately

such
that

appropriate
conservation

m
easures

can
be

taken.
W

ithin
24

hours
o
fany

such
occurrence,

a
reporto

fthe
incidentshallbe

faxed
to

the
FW

C
Im

periled
Species

M
anagem

ent
at850-921-6988.

B
C

E
7)

The
Event

S
ponsor

w
ill

ensure
thatthere

is
no

disturbance
to

the
existing

beach
and

dune
topography

and
vegetation

as
a

resulto
fthe

event.
N

o
excavation

o
fsand

landw
ard

o
fthe

m
ean

high
w

ater
line

is
perm

itted
and

no
rem

ovalo
fbeach

w
rack.

A
ny

tem
porary

m
inor

disturbances
in

the
sand

(including
ruts,

depressions,holes,or
m

ounds)
shallbe

filled
in

and
raked

sm
ooth

w
ith

hand
tools

each
evening.

B
C

E
8)

The
Event

S
ponsor

w
ill

ensure
receptacles

for
trash

and
recyclable

m
aterialare

provided
throughout

the
established

eventboundary.
A

ny
debris

generated
by

the
event

w
illbe

rem
oved

from
the

area
im

m
ediately

follow
ing

the
event.
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