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Attorney General Brown Announces Seventh Guilty Plea in
Northwest Baltimore “LND” Drug Trafficking Case

BALTIMORE, MD (November 25, 2024) — Attorney General Anthony G. Brown today
announced that seven defendants have pleaded guilty in the Longwood-North-Dukeland (LND)
drug-trafficking case, which the Office of the Attorney General announced earlier this year.

In May 2023, the Attorney General’s Organized Crime Unit, Baltimore City Police Department’s
(BPD) Group Violence Unit, and the DEA - Washington Division’s Baltimore District Office
began a joint investigation into the members and associates of a drug-trafficking organization
operating in the northwest section of Baltimore City. The organization’s members referred to the
area in which they conducted their criminal activity as “LND,” short for Longwood-North-
Dukeland, which are names of streets located in and around the:

3100 block of West North Avenue;

1800 block of North Rosedale Street;

3100 block of Westwood Avenue; and

Intersection of West North Avenue and North Dukeland Street.

“Drugs and guns poison our communities and force our neighbors to live in violence and

fear,” said Attorney General Brown. “These investigations took illegal firecarms and dangerous
drugs off our streets, and the sentences send a clear message to traffickers that they will be held
accountable for their criminal behavior. My office will do whatever it can to keep Marylanders
safe from crime.”

The investigation utilized a variety of methods, including undercover BPD detectives making
controlled purchases of firearms and narcotics, including fentanyl, heroin, and cocaine. In
January 2024, multiple search warrants were executed, including one at the home of the gun
supplier for the organization, Micquan Leonard, in Baltimore County. A search of his home led
to the recovery of 10 firearms and cocaine. The 10 firearms included two illegal assault rifles,
two stolen firearms, and a ghost gun.

The investigation resulted in charges against 10 people, seven of whom have already pleaded
guilty and been sentenced:
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Date of Name, Age, Judge Charges Sentence
Sentencing Hometown
May 14, 2024 | Deshawn Gray, |Honorable Dana |lllegal possession | 2 years of active
22, of Baltimore | Middleton of the of a rifle incarceration
Circuit Court for
Baltimore City
May 23, 2024 | Darrell Halsey, |Honorable Dana| Conspiracy to 3 years of
48, of Baltimore | Middleton of the distribute supervised
Circuit Court for narcotics probation

Baltimore City

June 14, 2024

David Robinson,
31, of Baltimore

Honorable
Jeannie Hong of

Illegal possession
of a regulated

5 years of active
incarceration

the Circuit Court| firearm with a without the
for Baltimore felony possibility of
City conviction parole
Illegal possession
of a firearm with
a nexus to a drug
trafficking crime
July 17,2024 | Davon Gilmore, | Honorable Levi | Conspiracy to 15 years of
41, of Baltimore | Zaslow of the distribute incarceration,
Circuit Court for narcotics suspending all
Baltimore City but 4 years of
active
incarceration
3 years of
supervised
probation, upon
release
July 18, 2024 |Roland King, 38, Honorable Illegal possession 20 years of
of Baltimore |Jennifer Schiffer | of a regulated incarceration,
of the Circuit firearm none of which
Court for was suspended
Baltimore City |Distribution of a
large amount of [The first 10 years
fentanyl/volume | of the sentence
dealer will be served
without the
Conspiracy to possibility of
distribute parole
narcotics
July 24,2024 |Kedric Green, 28,/ Honorable Illegal possession 10 years of

of Baltimore

Jennifer Schiffer
of the Circuit
Court for
Baltimore City

of a regulated
firearm

incarceration,
none of which
was suspended

The first 5 years
of the sentence
will be served




without the

for Baltimore
County

Illegal possession
of regulated
firearm

Illegal possession
of a rifle

Illegal possession
of a firearm
without a serial
number

possibility of
parole
November 19, Micquan Honorable Illegal possession 15 years of
2024 Leonard, 44, of \Wendy Epstein of| of an assault incarceration,
Gwynn Oak |the Circuit Court weapon suspending all

but 8 years of
active
incarceration

3 years of
supervised
probation, upon
release

Three other cases remain pending. Keon Powell, 32, of Baltimore, is set for trial on January 7,
2025. Two other defendants remain in warrant status. Anyone with information on the
whereabouts of Eric Steven Smith, 59, or Martina Staggers, 52, should contact the Baltimore
City Sheriff’s Office at (410) 396-7591. A criminal indictment is merely an accusation of
wrongdoing, and a defendant is presumed innocent until the State proves the defendant guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt.

In making today’s announcement, Attorney General Brown thanked his Criminal Division,

specifically Criminal Division Deputy Chief Jared Albert, Assistant Attorney General Shannon
Price, and Assistant Attorney General Eric Sullivan, who are prosecuting these cases. Attorney
General Brown also thanked Baltimore County Police Department Chief Robert O. McCullough,
State’s Attorney for Baltimore City Ivan J. Bates, and State’s Attorney for Baltimore County
Scott Shellenberger for their assistance in this investigation and prosecution.
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