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Statement
At last, a major step forward in the management of wolf populations and harmonious co-existence! 
Copa and Cogeca welcome the long-awaited news that the amendment of the Bern Convention and thus the Habitats Directive, to allow the proper management of the European wolf population, has passed in COREPER I today. 
[bookmark: _Hlk178164507]The protection of wolves in the EU since 1992 has seen the return and recolonisation of a species which was on the verge of ruin; but 30 years with proper management including capturing, transportation, and culling only taking place through derogation is not a long-term solution nor in phase with the reality on the ground in many Member States. 
Derogations are an exception to the rule, and it is clear that the time has come to make the correct changes to ensure that this population is managed to ensure that not just population numbers are stable, but genetic diversity is enhanced, which can only be done through active management of the population.
We are glad to see the European Union institutions listening to the needs of farmers and rural dwellers despite the many pressures from those who often don't have to deal with the consequences of attacks. This decision will provide European livestock farmers with greater peace of mind, as predation remains a constant mental burden that contributes to the fragility of pastoralism in many regions. We look forward to Member States engaging actively with local stakeholders on management plans to better allow harmonious co-existence to be actually achieved. 
Copa and Cogeca are now calling for rapid ratification of this decision at the Competitiveness Council (COMPET) and a notification to the Bern Convention secretariat before October 1st.  
-END- 
Translations will be available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL and RO on the Copa-Cogeca website soon. 
About us - Copa and Cogeca are the united voice of farmers and agri-cooperatives in the EU. Together, we ensure that EU agriculture is sustainable, innovative and competitive, while guaranteeing food security for 500 million people throughout Europe. >>> More information www.copa-cogeca.eu
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