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n the weeks since late July, when Ismail Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran and Fuad Shukr was killed in

Beirut, there has been much speculation about the eruption of a wider conflict in the Middle East. In some ways,

this wider regional war is already at hand. From the outset, “the Gaza war” was a misnomer. Ever since Hamas’s

heinous October 7 attack nearly one year ago, Israel has faced not one but numerous antagonists in what has already

become one of the longest wars since Israel’s founding. Nonetheless, this multifront war has been of limited

intensity so far. If Israel or its enemies decide to escalate on any of the other fronts, it would have profound

implications for Israeli security and strategy...

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Assaf Orion (/experts/assaf-orion)
Assaf Orion, a retired Israeli brigadier general and defense strategist whose broad research scope ranges from relations with China to Israel’s regional
political-military strategy and policy, is the Liz and Mony Rueven International Fellow with The Washington Institute.

To defeat Iran’s "resistance" axis, the IDF needs a new strategy—and a unified
country.

Read the full article on the Foreign Affairs website. (https://www.foreignaffairs.com/israel/israel-and-
coming-long-war)

RECOMMENDED

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/assaf-orion
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/assaf-orion
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/israel/israel-and-coming-long-war


ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

Netanyahu Is Playing Into Khamenei’s Hands

Sep 13, 2024
◆

Dennis Ross

(/policy-analysis/netanyahu-playing-khameneis-hands)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Hamas Is Weakened, But a Prolonged Guerrilla Conflict Looms

Sep 12, 2024
◆

Ido Levy

(/policy-analysis/hamas-weakened-prolonged-guerrilla-conflict-looms)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Hamas's Misleading Narrative and Its Impact on Jordanian National Security

Sep 12, 2024
◆

Saud Al-Sharafat

(/policy-analysis/hamass-misleading-narrative-and-its-impact-jordanian-national-security)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Iran (/policy-
analysis/iran)  

Israel (/policy-
analysis/israel)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/netanyahu-playing-khameneis-hands
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/hamas-weakened-prolonged-guerrilla-conflict-looms
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/hamass-misleading-narrative-and-its-impact-jordanian-national-security
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iran
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/israel

	Israel and the Coming Long War
	RECOMMENDED
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



