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n the wake of the Israeli military’s lackluster performance in its last war with Hezbollah, back in 2006, an official Israeli commission of inquiry documented

(https://www.wsj.com/public/resources/documents/winogradreport-04302007.pdf)  both the shortcomings of the Israel Defense Force’s (IDF’s) tactical performance during the war

as well as the “weakness in strategic thinking” that went into the decision to go to war and the development of unclear and unachievable war goals. Named for its chairman, the Winograd

commission (https://www.wsj.com/public/resources/documents/winogradreport-04302007.pdf)  concluded that the IDF not only went into the 2006 war ill prepared from an

intelligence perspective, it then failed to alert the political decision-makers to discrepancies between what it hoped to achieve and what measures policymakers authorized the military to

employ on the battlefield.

Fast-forward 18 years, and the IDF is back in southern Lebanon. But this time, Israeli military and intelligence planners are benefiting from years of intelligence collection and the

production of an entirely new operational framework (https://web.archive.org/web/20210516215406/https:/www.idf.il/en/minisites/dado-center/vol-28-30-military-superiority-

and-the-momentum-multi-year-plan/multi-year-plan-momentum-a-theoretical-framework/) , based on an “in-depth critical learning process” directed by IDF Chief of Staff Aviv

Kochavi during his tenure from 2019 to 2023. The IDF has clearly implemented lessons-learned when it comes to battlefield tactics targeting Hezbollah. What remains to be seen, however,

is whether Israel also remedied the strategic shortcomings of its last war with Hezbollah. While Israel has made remarkable tactical gains in recent weeks, converting these into strategic

benefits will be challenging. The Israeli government is eyeing two sets of strategic goals: The first, ensuring that Iran’s primary proxy remains too weak to pose a serious threat to Israeli

security, is nonnegotiable. The second, reining in Hezbollah’s influence in Lebanese politics, is largely aspirational. The lessons of the last war can help inform how Israel might achieve

these goals and what is beyond the control of Israeli policy.

Getting the Job Done in Operation Northern Arrows
ithin the span of a couple of weeks, the Israeli military, acting on information the country’s intelligence agencies have collected (https://url.emailprotection.link/?

bpKjWdl5rlp4iUF2Zz_UA1h8W8vQOgz8gfxCRcTrCzte4mUqu8c9LloMG18y7sxf-ioIT5EQgJHV6SK46jloKlfs4UcbXjNH5W0WHOeC1DXrlQwdN5N1SQ7nfHPxKxSUv)  over the

18 years since the end of its last war with Hezbollah, carried out a series of attacks that degraded Hezbollah to the point that the group is now a shadow of its former self. From exploding

(https://url.emailprotection.link/?bo_k32uO52tr-G6dqliXg5bwBjlQQgdGIHJ6UCgpKfc-7WplTscMTQ8iakTqLNU4RmNNc5ExuiLjAO50_deFiIHNvKdqnzUQIIiIM-

riOzKjiF2fdLM0n3J_fHmOkCO0Yn3gzK0SM4gf0ZUd29np5rsf8ZKhbWZuPL5QtAC0moC8~)  the pagers and radios of Hezbollah operatives to the targeted killing

(https://url.emailprotection.link/?b7p7KR27pzvRoqxFTFw-rVA44st0UnIP6mciH6-

J2Ais9SL8uKE4QlgFcdKopVIFCM1SSUTd62v_DkKSi8hjpyC_9y6XHwqJr0Bi_WW6usfkkh9phhP0xI9IAPl8EAIdNt2nlv7U8scXmxqKKVTx4wi6SAOPPtU30MbVmzXetBU8~)  of

Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah in the group’s military command headquarters, waves of spectacular Israeli attacks have significantly degraded Hezbollah’s leadership

(https://url.emailprotection.link/?bsPxYnbgm0yX9KKThMpmkCkmB9hXjW1f27qBck1oDO5tnppmBl0xE3XDmL2q-kTycjgroYAKLTzJpnRiqvRJisua3x0-DETAwjGPf-

vPNTWqujMdOnW_bDk_2kK6TRQyh)  and its operational capacity. There is no denying that Israel has achieved clear tactical goals in its “ Northern Arrows

(https://url.emailprotection.link/?bxah6tnJ8QVOvfH5qhFJagGvR29uZgIs1IS4qF8TdmN2aA3AWW57UrLaTdOYNZ0OdYumLftsFqYLTTTy_H3gl3i1xKmBJPKuGFm1lSo-

xhysKC7kXJuQ1Ktj0cx0DX-wnzmUmumAGOX5n4T-Lfjm_9wQP_GyUFov7rY29InaQMLs~) “ campaign against Hezbollah these past few weeks, demonstrating a level of intelligence

dominance even seasoned intelligence operatives found staggering (https://url.emailprotection.link/?buOQxV78X9si8AxAlw5-

dJBwpBrRqCJP42bM_59UdU1uc1fyIV_U12VwlaejgqTKUTtMtRdY3sDXYsJnMLexGGWWlZjvN5zDkBixJDBveeWTsuz2MvTrfYwB6kzwuNkKMGUcs95yzQpwCboEsA4ieHhS6MEXUdnns-

FyxTpnVYO0~)  in scope. Somewhere between a half (https://url.emailprotection.link/?brwAQ-Kjh4FNyCYZC8NkO-Aa998VVVVOcHbt5fQfE54tI-

hxFhxupXP3WOMU0x5ut4RfJ3ch_6yOYfjX1-Re6V2v66seRl8KLyvt663U2mcv8Y4SSkeoPSR1sjogd4KoMsjY7viJgzbnp9QU1owgdNshuaJa04QMnXA0_8vPcrAg~)  to two-thirds

(https://url.emailprotection.link/?bH2tgQdeawMoAkDtj45nNDocIzVWrPFH_9EQ38yc7fEgnMwpLKKnQDP6hTNshylRp9Okeqoh8cLpb7FPLzsi0qZxHQtbZ1v0IPdubIc79i-

J68B7FldQW1iq1bcL6cFFM)  of Hezbollah’s rocket and missile arsenal has reportedly been destroyed, and IDF infantry is aggressively dismantling (https://url.emailprotection.link/?

b9hwaleLNtevX_6vcw79XcQwMmD6GL4QYueDTiKTEwYtT4W6cQFRt5Klx9u3iz9rXYlokXxsj3PaXAyPpnGF1mAuDhAdjOrDSegBOJeyiZiETFdUQitpB-t-18BNSULA_)  Hezbollah

tunnels and bunkers, killing (https://url.emailprotection.link/?bmk5Iy4xjhjPnGSWzP1T-i_UiviRgj__swCeJ_e-CBopS27VzwRpiAXFTxwyN6IZWq4Y8SrWhmvQApqk_-

oy9efy4pLchWLQxHgyldnuz3U2jr_WqfOueGSvQvnZaSlW-)  local operatives (https://url.emailprotection.link/?b-AKBvitt0SA-

8Sdk2Yvt0fiuX50VacZkXgm3vAjo7dZkNcuEjrP1gHqHDJIgXR9y_SFfOkz6jZtXtwlSOh1_7j_bNq7Au1nJXRPu4ENV0TRIeSfzzcOO2nlOX-AYppG4P9ddDnkDT-

PIW8MMfnQ4GyCYCsKjq6U5-mrdNj8tJtV_PCde5_fKElE02aa9CidVTgUiNuQcUuDHE6aovQ5T-g~~)  and commanders (https://url.emailprotection.link/?

bsPxYnbgm0yX9KKThMpmkCkmB9hXjW1f27qBck1oDO5tnppmBl0xE3XDmL2q-kTycjgroYAKLTzJpnRiqvRJisua3x0-DETAwjGPf-vPNTWqujMdOnW_bDk_2kK6TRQyh)

, disrupting (https://url.emailprotection.link/?

bwMPwpCzeJImlDPknTbo4GY34gTn0AjhRNV4HsJy0w1H3gR8lgv5FSyJMCDTjlikJDMumL1gVjwoP4FUTlFyLbzrEKroLCFYh2m5UASy6acyaMOtZ2m6b6yYIz7DfTAIiFw_rTjvDPpMQ8f_TzPzbB66prI71VtimpT-

Ww0GRSF4~)  Hezbollah financing, and seizing (https://url.emailprotection.link/?bLL43TuERvlPSc2urrw3O7u0giEdT2b0VazUvsdNE56SiveGBRrN1EE9nMsK-

s8DV5EYewhq2cUP97Cmy8gbzE9nuwiEnrNZ9V6b3QniifxU7FmKBCx-WJK0S3K_Jtrds)  weapons caches along the Lebanese side of the border.

The impact of these tactical achievements should not be understated. It is no exaggeration to state that Hezbollah, the centerpiece of Iran’s Axis of Resistance, no longer exists as we knew it.

The group still has thousands of fighters and no shortage of small arms, but the loss of its leadership, command centers, rockets and weapons, and frontline infrastructure along the border

with Israel means the group no longer presents a clear and present strategic threat to Israel. It can still shoot rockets and launch drones across the border, but not in volumes necessary to
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overwhelm Israeli air defenses. It can still carry out acts of international terrorism, but this does not present a strategic threat. If this is all Israel achieves, Israelis will judge the IDF’s air and

ground campaigns as having been tremendously successful.

Beyond Tactical Gain, Israel’s Dual Strategic Goals
srael is pursuing two strategic goals in its war with Hezbollah. First, the Israeli government is committed to frustrating Iran’s strategy of empowering proxies to coordinate incessant and

coordinated attacks against Israel. Even now, despite all the pain Israel has inflicted on Hezbollah, the group’s acting leader announced the group was operating based on a “new

calculation (https://url.emailprotection.link/?

bJWDYnlBDvrRtaP_7fJxOJDMlNY_b6nV3IE_8NzzftX_4hgBWNaf4OHEcFyD1ZT_CeXjqjQf5rQoyBTa6mwuFHiMq1HCptUAU16FKXHZk3h3s2_7gtvq_kN1wXa9XA7GznUPUWPhsbA2m5OY4WjuY6G7LTu5Z_IwF0L6GY0QkWwY~)

“ that combines calling for a ceasefire with committing to inflict pain on Israel. For Israel, its nonnegotiable goal is to push back on Iranian efforts—together, with, and through its proxies—to

impose a new normal on the Middle East in which Israel faces an unrelenting “ring of fire (https://url.emailprotection.link/?

bfBzJDPjWmow_Fthclk74qgwmQb7PeISCWGozyODX2xfPkQpcQ2eFi24dOS8skrmf78nnK_eI1hLtvO6ET8ih8S1ZJoeLcWnJqnSssmhkEeaYolJ6kjo0fEv5px9jOn_dIjJOI3YUeETRktWDt43Rph5fIDEdvcmarhTKJYy0Hm0~)

.” Hezbollah has long led the effort to make this concept a reality—Nasrallah talked about “ uniting of the fronts  (https://url.emailprotection.link/?b66zZIRJ-

z7rt3XStUD_YOGviB__ohE61fpwVF4Hq5ovfVkfDiqdXZPYoUd7nuZPkMGXPNDlmIJoX6o8D8Pms1W3zYsXZIlkrnfIciU5zYqMIf5DthzgHazl8LAm9qneBz8MN0HZPhp1lKWFVHNGIYepBRRWTZeVKtZaeohrD7jg~)

“ back in 2015—but it took another nine years for the kind of coordinated attacks against Israel that he envisioned then to finally be carried out in 2023. And while the coordination and

support Hezbollah and Iran were ultimately willing to provide when push came to shove in 2023 did not live up (https://url.emailprotection.link/?

b2GxdE8NoZAu2HrYxFAFTLv7xAHcu1y-qCIAnDSBSialveb-ycGU78JxeDyM7Kldk3uhadJwGsq89X28-9cqcSgWAMk0YhKdMLzlJcztu_OxXoUCLJ1bDCpxFVjUEfk4bOOiV1j-

XkMCEmM7UR7S5wN7BHjUJAdy45PyuZLoJWgM~)  to Hamas’s expectations, Iran has doubled down on this strategy since Nasrallah’s death, with Supreme Leader Ali

Khamenei pledging (https://url.emailprotection.link/?b3R7lfoFBvQtcheZ1G8ml7yYDYqJZ4D7T6A3WToGTGN-

DGAc9Ma5TRSZcaWlZHubGW6gmXuZ0XrRRgumDu7jaSmsMJsh9jXiphCEUcyx227HIRP1pt41CaTjWfzk3fLZE2I8aEZaFiA6s0dmRTNUv6GPou0Ag3lHrde6lpdS3xthNcdbHQElq-

1ZQu8s-ieBpJGCEpaV8fZKafjYmurq96A~~)  that “the fate of this region will be determined by the forces of resistance, with Hezbollah at the forefront.” Israel seeks to prevent the

perpetuation of a “multi-front war (https://url.emailprotection.link/?b-enWYsI2owTo0XqvalnVvIytmIDnwy4btGsYhG5V6Dus78mQMM6hdn2rKbJWOc6XFi2_TykMkEZdRyLc-

zj1g3WUr-nCG1SAIGqWS2ZtHrOZrGpqiKuLvMHqbl7A4SG0) “ aimed at the country’s destruction, promising to hit back hard anytime it is attacked, in an effort to reestablish a measure

of deterrence against Iran and its proxies.

Over the past year, however, Israel has learned the limits of deterrence and the cost of an overreliance on technology to prevent a well-armed adversary from preparing to one day use those

arms to attack Israel. If the past is precedent, Iran will surely seek to bankroll Hezbollah’s recovery and rearm its militia, as it did so successfully following the 2006 war. UN Security

Council Resolution 1701 (https://url.emailprotection.link/?bRYeBc3lM6Kjaeo4z_lG7IUgqBiuwSwppw3qGJZDr3Ey2j6aXYwUM06iL1tOF6S1xF7mewhnyO8wPDaj983XzWO-

rpziXP9iFQ303p_s2qt2adhAVRnkQs8179wm1xauwkbOnr0GIF0k3eCLTyokpX_o0FF_t2ninnx5olewcdcQ~)  (UNSCR 1701), which was adopted unanimously in 2006 and called for

Hezbollah not to be rearmed and not to deploy south of the Litani River, was never implemented. Iran resupplied Hezbollah with exponentially more and more dangerous weapons than the

group had in 2006. And despite the deployment of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) and its 10,058 troops from 50 countries (https://url.emailprotection.link/?

bCZjcSDFEjNHUqpbpu8gS02g0418kwPvsfid-xvb-Vo5sIUM8LFNmyw0JaAGJDgchvxvC7jM7-4LvHPAmoXOagnvu4rc9oC3lTmYQ4lzVdZmbi_cuKCN9WjUN-luolkPq)  to southern

Lebanon, Hezbollah deployed far more forces, and built far more infrastructure, well south of the Litani River all the way up to (and under (https://url.emailprotection.link/?

bIYuMMjnV8FBrvyKLdzWsDJxKQ-TYIfR6k1shqsDAvTJX17cZ-

PfjGvE5qR8abR78FuecTT9BP3mWn8bMbIO1j4Wi4dXgF63VULDeskGNkyG3rsskOF8cg6uJ4S_WZSZjGWxFs908hqppfT_HYyyqQ_SFtO9kYY2garmSTUbXpFQ~) ) the Blue Line

itself. Indeed, Hezbollah placed many of its tunnels (https://url.emailprotection.link/?bbkZomOeWBN2vqSqRz-

hK0sHt4VAb2d7YL_NQPQB5YRZANYipdRow0Y2WfPabzmjQ9YndYRUc2FHrg_cDQf2ZZrGwcnD2lZFKxcf22IyPe0XbrL99gmLOcuL2853YPFNa)  and rocket firing positions

(https://url.emailprotection.link/?bk4eu5NFMJrjIVS-mUvtPhNL8cdHDTH0Sj-xIZCT255al66XwqUaypmdOGDwQE7nwLvHARbTDVjpM0NXH7vOmnVVjeuo7EYa2k-

S4dwY18gDtdomz_a4C0ZBwmREId6s6wHSPUVCllQ5dIFX4Uaj4X0K0f61elBWzkWJyZDK9nqI~)  right under UNIFIL’s nose—often within 200-300 meters of UNIFIL positions,

prompting some observers to question (https://url.emailprotection.link/?bk7ZSu0PUgoqWZPX9xUr92QFww8odiMSBk-NJY8mNCCD3B-

BDj9XD1A7N1b6i_kfT1G5W2WrQmQShPVep-WVn8NcJyT5ZIVShhb85BTzypl80yXA00IdOw9HL2CP9_Pj-FyJnjUwOvp2T4XkTJZKNt6L2IOkJ92cSwGtnGWswD5k~)  UNIFIL’s utility

and its relevance moving forward.

Second, Israel seeks to follow up on the war’s tactical gains to further undermine Hezbollah’s military position in southern Lebanon and, more broadly, its political position in Lebanon.

Perhaps, the thinking in both Jerusalem (https://url.emailprotection.link/?b5YTnrMYpK0N5mVm-RASrsb3VHtRon0uPSIHZWMBMiuRE_nFWV-

c9L4_406sx4nlUPBz144Cbvvn_B8L1K0yYYN0N9GrQXCbzyj34aP4O7U3Z-2ID1SUJ8FfbOWgOg4Yn)  and Washington (https://url.emailprotection.link/?boOGZwTBVQCAPe-

_HL7LwwbYkqrnikxZ_Dbe_BTAg3Uw4shRRwqcqdmcGDdBu6HUchpjIjuQsZ4J_H-Socr2u3tJKD7IQbLlV6m_bcVMNSEJAjQGdCoB25ufot1DQNbx2AzVN6-

w2rJQMgfH_nftoWptTDHoOXR4eZxyo7uaY0-Y~)  goes, Israel’s tactical successes against Hezbollah will have undermined the group’s military strength to the point that the government

of Lebanon could deploy the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) to finally assert sovereignty over the country, establish a monopoly over the use of force, and sideline Hezbollah as a political and

military force in Lebanon.

Lebanon should be “restored to its days of tranquility,” Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said in a video statement (https://url.emailprotection.link/?b5YTnrMYpK0N5mVm-

RASrsb3VHtRon0uPSIHZWMBMiuRE_nFWV-c9L4_406sx4nlUPBz144Cbvvn_B8L1K0yYYN0N9GrQXCbzyj34aP4O7U3Z-2ID1SUJ8FfbOWgOg4Yn)  to the Lebanese people. “Stand up

and take your country back,” he continued, arguing that because of Israeli actions against Hezbollah, Lebanon now has “an opportunity that hasn’t existed in decades.” U.S. officials also see

an opportunity here. “What we want to see come out of this situation,” State Department spokesman Matthew Miller explained (https://url.emailprotection.link/?b7rTxnydS-

78v2kW68_5zYggmiATLb_s4p_6bSRw5cJBXTt9bsD4s-lXIY3W3XhD4gjk7GGKPcelnccXI7MP0-I8lLSy2uz83X1goi9MwWbGly3DP47Fr460ROe7m86UJFoQ0u-

sA4vqk5NeDwnf9vayfp6Drj5VCfyvwyrXK7tQ~) , “is Lebanon able to break the grip that Hezbollah has on the country—more than a grip, break the stranglehold that Hezbollah has had on

the country and remove Hezbollah’s veto over a president.” In a phone call with Lebanon’s caretaker prime minister, Najib Mikati, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken stressed

(https://url.emailprotection.link/?bIb1nwllhvE5G21bsRkfnpbB3YMFwbyjdl48jkXFnTpzlltnAYcB3_drg2Q5lSW4Z5_hMlBnQ9qkRuP-

0pJxVj5NLS76eVeIrMBKYOKqYz_kqbl2OJQGPN6MUlm3_jHAYcsBgjvYRCubyIIlnLxwaUnyD2_TyBQVReh-9hgIpbHY~)  that “Lebanon cannot allow Iran or Hezbollah to stand in the

way of Lebanon’s security and stability.”

But while plenty of Lebanese agree (former Lebanese Prime Minister Fouad Siniora accused Hezbollah of “ hijacking (https://url.emailprotection.link/?

bzr9FjMpfCUDki2PEdKVaaKtceDQs97Rh9ljR6twbXFgZ8-zLzIzVJvx5Eo06s52mcFWa5ygoZGHgeGLlyWY3jDJsTwS0CQ9l0e49_gSLr04j5FdNwO0LBQQnNGh0CS6v) “ the Lebanese

government and held the group responsible for starting the current war), the Lebanese government and the LAF have a long history of avoiding conflict with Hezbollah. Though “relatively

few Lebanese support (https://url.emailprotection.link/?

bmS_EryqfomIDjIe6bsVMCdZKDbfs1dqUBlekLD55P96Zzi1ycEDWhJoKFRQoq9355Fx5z4uS86U6VfCTBo2564BdLbFEiJ7hYZosA-

gCLzlANv1XyhlJ6vCkC6vSyql8BzfumS7aNGwTCiCVCh5qs7-Eb7AlSANCg6RcUn211L8~) “ Hezbollah, according to the 2024 Arab Barometer survey, demanding that Lebanese forces

take on Hezbollah writ large may be too much of an ask in the moment, perhaps explaining why the State Department spokesman put this in the category of something the U.S. would like to

see done “ultimately (https://url.emailprotection.link/?b7rTxnydS-78v2kW68_5zYggmiATLb_s4p_6bSRw5cJBXTt9bsD4s-lXIY3W3XhD4gjk7GGKPcelnccXI7MP0-

I8lLSy2uz83X1goi9MwWbGly3DP47Fr460ROe7m86UJFoQ0u-sA4vqk5NeDwnf9vayfp6Drj5VCfyvwyrXK7tQ~) “ rather than immediately.

Short of this longer-term goal, what can and should be done in the immediate aftermath of the Israeli military operation in southern Lebanon is the full implementation of UNSCR 1701, as it

never was implemented before, including a concerted, multinational effort to counter Iranian weapons smuggling and the full deployment of the LAF along the full length of the Israeli-

Lebanese border.
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ranslating Israel’s tactical gains into strategic benefits first requires that Israel not get bogged down in Lebanon. But if, after destroying the military infrastructure and forward-deployed

weapons that Hezbollah built up over the past 18 years, Israel completes its sweep of southern Lebanon and leaves, then the first step toward actually implementing UNSCR 1701 is

empowering the LAF to fill the vacuum and deploy forces along the entirety of the border. With Russia and China as permanent UN Security Council members, no new, stronger Security

Council resolution can be expected, leaving the full implementation and enforcement of UNSCR 1701 as the best remaining option, and one that Israeli officials would support

(https://url.emailprotection.link/?b1bUDpYThqJU6O7xzp4TDWjNMAi5rAen99hOM22VSfQqAyrsRJ82p3iypn4gNUsry69Eh85pG-

ptr3wiLqVPzoa2BmXeieWj8FsN127MCVSMCNYOSRWl1xtCObBD6tZiv)  if it were actually enforced. In practice, while individual Hezbollah operatives living in the south are sure to

return, Hezbollah should not be allowed to reestablish its own closed military zones, tunnels, and arms caches south of the Litani River. To deploy along the border and patrol the area south

of the Litani, the LAF would need to deploy a sufficiently large force and would therefore need to know that Western powers would help equip and underwrite such a mission. For their part,

the LAF would only agree to deploy under the umbrella of a ceasefire and diplomatic agreement under which Hezbollah agrees not to redeploy to the border. Israeli officials also reportedly

want agreement that Lebanese civilians will be prohibited (https://url.emailprotection.link/?b25p1M1Ady-

8DMNwOwS9k5urN42jbr2Vn9QYUagUNCJFFDR2ryWHIP8TKPOhFwYndmmKNkzvpzL8poWz0J3eSOXNq9VfKA7UJx7VQKycirfghXzuhu310FyumFxKUlJ5Z)  from approaching the

area immediately proximate to the border. Meanwhile, the Israelis will not take Hezbollah’s word to stay out of southern Lebanon at face value and should be expected to carry out

surveillance flights on a regular basis and, if necessary, conduct air raids targeting Hezbollah movements south of the Litani River.

To make this work, it is critical to establish a coalition of countries that will leverage the intelligence and military assets necessary to counter Iranian efforts to rearm

(https://url.emailprotection.link/?boig46-kyq7-cMg_7GXUJz1SjTGw4Fm0evaHEoH-PH-tdr0KgRWKUfbVHNDFdLzORocD1c-

nVcOC9f5F7dxP2TalRGXVnq4aj68ppLV3S2vcvOyELX-MQ7gBOP0OhwlhxSkb4VY3ohWKgtuwRPngVcFetPjI5nK08qKoBiB-vGOY~)  Hezbollah (and, for that matter, Tehran’s other

proxies including Hamas and the Houthis). Iran’s Revolutionary Guards have already indicated (https://url.emailprotection.link/?bfEFHMmCrK5x3puwc6TjLhUwnEsHoS1LLO9-

d2lPv9AHC8glanwKaDFj4D0bAD61M3p9hSMx545SHhAIahx-uYB2_Pq2vMnVro1QotipE8jrkfKLgeltV8FQdJfSHoOr-s3UICgMdiXo7SYIx67zosQ4TmYlCAWu4ud9XaEt_W5I~)  this is

exactly what they plan to do. For his part, Prime Minister Netanyahu has made it clear (https://url.emailprotection.link/?

b3l1nAFeJsw5q3RstUbgvvkzuj3sY8pi_9ssdmJjYBCfpYTWEsBXlRw_dNSp1zvX_7Sj0gy6ghsR_Fyrbg1YwegTUtCzARdTfbdUTFGf6hkE4IGQMs8Pq0eYvSJCDA-

JUAS6vRpVJjvVmId9xKfFKEZ_Kji4Z5DZ4zCvjxG_bgexSI71YG63-s_muZDmOGAlKSIWACZJs_ZNBtNb-kDaN4g~~)  Israel will not agree to any ceasefire agreement that fails to prevent

Hezbollah from rearming and regrouping. There is no guarantee this will come to pass, but it is within the realm of the possible.

A more aspirational set of goals seeks to displace Hezbollah as a military and political power in Lebanon. The problem here is that while Israel appears to be well on its way toward

effectively removing much of the strategic threat Hezbollah has long posed to Israel, this does not degrade Hezbollah’s ability to fight for its position within Lebanon. Hezbollah still has

thousands of fighters and no shortage of small arms, which is all it needs to continue intimidating fellow Lebanese who challenge the group. Hezbollah has a history of raising its arms

against fellow Lebanese when challenged, and that should not be expected to change. For example, in 2008, Hezbollah took over (https://url.emailprotection.link/?

b6A_NDShDFgwqbNT8sLlMpFdVEDzdbnFGUtCxkgxncTa78JWhpuN-dVsMJ8X8B-1wtQu-oDYnB454xw5KZGYk2IVuVg65MC9PXy4rKbqTQRZ3LJKTVkye3_rJKE7E8_JEFv-

aOGqRI1phE9BN8SAjq_noD2PRcCWGdGmJBAEafro~)  downtown Beirut by force of arms, and the group still has a dedicated assassination team— Unit 121

(https://url.emailprotection.link/?

b4X54zyfaw90Ul65NIBJAZDIe7lFPJuwmkAbZ4LvDYdCwiFqMXvtSoJMou2qUMVf466ECCTmxlwmcddN2xknk9pd5oIHSlZu4DphVgKgdqZuRZTMgOpmjgrGJL4Ws7ar7hucTnRfbbm4_mWrxc_MNRiK2A7mj2DHzpujdBzXmMoo~)

—to eliminate its Lebanese rivals. Political will aside, nobody in Lebanon will even consider taking on Hezbollah if they fear that the group, though degraded in terms of its ability to fight

Israel, can still fight challengers at home.

The first practical step in this direction would be to press Lebanese leaders, in particular Speaker of the Parliament and AMAL leader Nabih Berri, to call a session of Parliament to elect a

new president (https://url.emailprotection.link/?

b0KazxtXl5St3PhwPcUfJ2RVtUBBFQuabI0cFmvzzOIriGuSqLTYz3MLFlxpq3XbfOXrqvWiuhn7m5VM5u3veHoovdBqsUVRhmzF0GWwGznFxmngg7aSj20YxeykD7YM0S5vm9x9YFQ8D3-

XyALH_VIghp5Xu1R9JK91p-Q0A4DU~)  and buck Hezbollah’s two-year-long effort to block any candidate not to its liking. Convening Parliament under international pressure is not likely

to produce a violent response from Hezbollah the way attempts to disarm the group would. And Berri has strong incentives to support this measure; with support for Hezbollah low among

the Lebanese public, breaking the Hezbollah-imposed stalemate would be a popular measure.

Rereading Winograd in Tel Aviv
sraeli leaders would do well to take a few minutes and review the findings of the Winograd Commission, in particular, those focused on strategic thinking. In deciding to go to war back in

2006, the Winograd Commission determined (https://url.emailprotection.link/?boxoR-KxNcfwWxLuRm-RYb1fvf0K0WI9LTHD7RplTX0lg2AFot2aOEB6VLc5z5IyIiVdNAd-

jq4eUeJhOiHUvORcu5RQ9qXvxV9XGGCZ3GBp3qYmH7CkaMxaa-5YYp5KLQVh253JIwXNSyVhYRBY3B9wYwEWMXhHbCT7ipyZe_Qc~) , “the [Israeli] government did not consider

the whole range of options, including that of continuing the policy of containment, or combining political and diplomatic moves with military strikes below the escalation level.” The

commission concluded (https://url.emailprotection.link/?boxoR-KxNcfwWxLuRm-RYb1fvf0K0WI9LTHD7RplTX0lg2AFot2aOEB6VLc5z5IyIiVdNAd-

jq4eUeJhOiHUvORcu5RQ9qXvxV9XGGCZ3GBp3qYmH7CkaMxaa-5YYp5KLQVh253JIwXNSyVhYRBY3B9wYwEWMXhHbCT7ipyZe_Qc~)  that “this failure reflects weakness in

strategic thinking.” Then, as now, the military was left to determine how to translate vaguely worded political directions into military plans to achieve unclear political goals. Today’s

objectives, Israeli journalist Ron Ben-Yishai reports (https://url.emailprotection.link/?b25p1M1Ady-

8DMNwOwS9k5urN42jbr2Vn9QYUagUNCJFFDR2ryWHIP8TKPOhFwYndmmKNkzvpzL8poWz0J3eSOXNq9VfKA7UJx7VQKycirfghXzuhu310FyumFxKUlJ5Z) , were defined by the

security cabinet “in vague terms for political-coalition reasons and, therefore, the IDF, as in every Israeli war, was forced to translate those decisions into concrete terms.”

Israel should continue to press its advantage in the south with the goal of sweeping out Hezbollah’s forward-positioned weapons, tunnels, and bunkers. Meanwhile, it should target

Hezbollah’s medium- and long-range rockets, including its precision-guided missiles. But then, having severely degraded the strategic threat from Hezbollah, it should send its soldiers

home and focus on diplomatic efforts to enforce UNSCR 1701 in southern Lebanon and to build a coalition to counter Iranian weapons shipments. As for Lebanon taking the opportunity of

Hezbollah’s demise to retake the country from Iran’s proxy, Israel may have created that opportunity but only the Lebanese can decide whether or not to grab it. Israel appears to be

successfully undoing 18 years of Hezbollah buildup since the end of the 2006 war, but what’s done in Lebanon and beyond once the bullets stop flying and the dust settles will determine

whether a new version of Hezbollah emerges over time to present a threat to Israel and to Lebanon itself.

Matthew Levitt is the Fromer-Wexler Senior Fellow at The Washington Institute and director of its Reinhard Program on Counterterrorism and Intelligence. This article was originally

published on the Lawfare website  (https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/taking-the-war-to-hezbollah--what-it-might--and-might-not--achieve) .
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