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The nascent administration needs to clarify its stances on preventing an
Iranian nuclear breakout, investing in Arab-Israel military cooperation, and
responding to potential West Bank annexations.

D onald Trump’s election victory was a clarifying moment. But in terms of Middle East policy, months on the
campaign trail still left three key questions unanswered. First, will he recommit the U.S. to a policy of
preventing Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon? American presidents have differed wildly in their Middle East
policies over the past 15 years, but they all agreed on the principle that it was too dangerous to allow Iran’s messianic
leaders to possess nuclear weapons. Presidents had different strategies to prevent this—from diplomacy (the Iran
nuclear deal) to economic sanctions (“maximum pressure”) to military threats (“all options on the table”)—but the

principle was constant. So far, however, the Trump-Vance team has not endorsed this approach...
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