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Tuesday, 17 December 2024 

Widespread rainfall possible over the eastern provinces of South Africa for the week of 18 to24 

December 2024 

 
Large parts of South Africa’s interior have experienced heat waves in recent months, with a particularly 

intense and prolonged heat wave lasting for two weeks during the first half of December 2024. This 

heat wave resulted in several new temperature records, both maximum and minimum, across various 

provinces. In addition to the extreme heat, the central and eastern interior of the country has seen 

significantly less rainfall this season, contributing to drought-like conditions and low catchment water-

levels. Unfortunately, this dry trend is expected to continue over the central interior for the next week 

with only isolated thunderstorms possible. However, the eastern provinces are likely to see a significant 

improvement in rainfall over the coming week, as tropical moisture and favourable synoptic conditions 

are expected to bring more rainfall to the area. 

 
Figure 1: The percentage of normal rainfall for November 2024 indicating that large parts of the eastern interior received below 

normal rainfall. Source: SAWS  
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Eastern South Africa is expected to experience increased rainfall over the next week, with numerical 

models predicting between 70 - 150 mm of accumulated rainfall in parts of Gauteng, Mpumalanga, 

KwaZulu-Natal, the eastern Free State, eastern parts of North West, and the western and southern areas 

of Limpopo. This substantial rainfall increase is likely to elevate the risk of flooding. As a result, the public 

is strongly urged to stay informed by following short-term weather forecasts and any warnings issued by 

the South African Weather Service. With the forecasted rainfall and accompanying cloud cover, 

temperatures in the eastern parts of the country are expected to cool down, providing some relief from 

the extreme heat and uncomfortable conditions experienced in recent weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Weather outlook for Thursday, 19 December 2024.  

The weather outlook for Thursday, figure 2, shows a possibility of isolated to scattered showers and 

thundershowers over the central and eastern areas of the country, but widespread over KwaZulu-Natal 

and Mpumalanga. The expected thunderstorms may result in heavy downpours that may lead to localised 

flooding, a possibility of damaging winds as well as hail in places over Gauteng, the Free State, KwaZulu-

Natal, Mpumalanga as well as the southern parts of Limpopo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Weather outlook for Friday, 20 December 2024. 
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For Friday, as indicated in figure 3, isolated showers and thundershowers are possible over the north-

eastern areas of the country, but scattered over Gauteng, Mpumalanga as well as the eastern parts of 

North West with light rain expected along the south coast.  

The South African Weather Service will continue to monitor any further developments relating to the 

weather systems and will issue subsequent updates as required. Furthermore, the public is urged and 

encouraged to regularly follow weather forecasts on television and radio. Updated information will 

regularly be available at www.weathersa.co.za as well as via the SA Weather Service X account 

@SAWeatherServic. 
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Download our WeatherSMART APP free from the App store:  
 
For Apple Smartphones: https://apps.apple.com/za/app/weathersmart/id1045032640 
For Android Smartphones: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.afrigis.saws.droid.activity&gl=ZA 
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