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WOMEN IN DIALOGUE

MEDIA ADVISORY
UNISA and SAWID to hold the Annual Women’s Month Dialogue

Approved for Public Release
Date: Wednesday, 14 August 2024

The University of South Africa (Unisa) in collaboration with the South African Women
in Dialogue (SAWID) will hold a Women’s Month Dialogue on Thursday, 15 August
2024 under the theme: “Women, Democracy and Leadership in the South African
Government of National Unity”

The dialogue aims to reflect on the legacy and struggle of South African women as the
country commemorates the 68" anniversary of Women’s Month where over 20 000
women marched to the Pretoria Union Buildings in 1956 to protest against the pass
laws.

Ms. Sindisiwe Chikunga, Minister in the Presidency responsible for Women, Youth and
People with Disabilities will set the scene for the discussion and reflect on the road
travelled by the women of South Africa in the country’s 30 years of democracy.

The dialogue takes place during a unique year for democracy after the 7" democratic
elections held on 29 May 2024 ushered in a government of national unity (GNU) after
a highly contested national election, where no political party won an outright majority.

This conversation happens at a time when South Africans are grappling with these
developments, concerned about the well-being of all members of society and the
protection of the principles of equality and justice, to ensure that the gains made since
the first democratic elections in 1994 are not revoked. Directed by Dr. Criselda
Kananda, a passionate broadcaster, human rights ambassador and gender activist,
the programme areas of the dialogue will focus on:

e Progress made by women since 1994 and what the 7th administration (GNU)
can do to empower the women of SA today

e Overview of the national gender machinery in South Africa, successes, gaps
and challenges and what it means to have proper and effective representation
of women

e Gender-integrated planning in SA: implications for the GNU
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The host, Prof. Puleng LenkaBula, UNISA Vice-Chancellor and Principal, asserts that
"When you live in a country where youth and young adults might fall through the cracks
because of their economic condition, we must invest in solutions to these critical or
grand challenges of our times."

Dr. Pregs Govender, a South African Human Rights Activist and Author, and the
dialogue keynote speaker expresses; “We want to build a culture where our bodies,
our sexualities and our identities are respected, a culture where we don’t have to be
afraid to walk where we want to walk and to wear what we want to wear.”

The dialogue is to take place as follows:

Date : Thursday, 15 August 2024

Time :09:00 am — 15:15 pm (South African time)

Venue: 4" Floor, Function Hall, Kgorong Building, Unisa Muckleneuk Campus,
Pretoria.

Members of media are invited cover the event.
-ends-

For enquiries, please contact Senior Media Officers Tommy Huma on 072 218 6197 /
012 429 3981 / humatm@unisa.ac.za OR Edgar Rathelele on 063 731 5456 / 012 429
3981 / ratheme@unisa.ac.za OR Lusanda Monale on 081592 7589/
projectmanager@sawid.co.za

ISSUED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH AFRICA (UNISA) — MEDIA AFFAIRS
AND THE SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN IN DIALOGUE (SAWID)

Please note, for quotes and interviews contact:
Ms Marthe Muller

Chief Operating Officer: South African Women in Dialogue
072 245 0642
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