	

	

	WHEREAS, on behalf of the citizens of Macon-Bibb County, I am pleased to join Atrium Health Navicent Beverly Knight Olson Children’s Hospital, in celebrating the month of October 2023 as SIDS Awareness Month; and


	WHEREAS, Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) is the sudden unexplained death of an infant after sufficient studies have been conducted to find a cause to explain the death, including an autopsy. These deaths often occur during sleep or in the baby’s sleep area; and


	WHEREAS, the aim of National SIDS Awareness Month is to inform Americans that they may be able to save infant lives by knowing how to prevent SIDS and decrease its risk; and


	WHEREAS, 3,400 babies in the United States die from Sudden Unexpected Infant Death (SUIDS). Of these, 1 in 3 are attributable to SIDS; and


	WHEREAS, SIDS is the leading cause of death among babies between 1 month and 1 year of age; and 


	WHEREAS, in Georgia, for every 100,000 births, 127.2 infants die from sudden unexpected events including SIDS; and


	WHEREAS, through community awareness about risk factors for SIDS, an important opportunity exists to unite the citizens of central Georgia to prevent infant deaths,


	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester M. Miller, do hereby proclaim October 2023, as:



	“sids awareness and prevention month”



	in Macon-Bibb County, I urge all central Georgians to familiarize themselves with the risk factors associated with SIDS and how to help their infants sleep safely.


	
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Consolidated Government to be affixed this _____day of October 2023

_________________________
Lester M. Miller

Mayor


