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Make the right choices this Thanksgiving:
Buckle up and drive sober

IDOT, ISP, local law enforcement partner on safety campaigns

SPRINGFIELD — The Illinois Department of Transportation, Illinois State Police and local
law enforcement agencies throughout Illinois are reminding motorists to buckle up and drive
sober this Thanksgiving holiday. Unfortunately, some motorists and their passengers will travel
without ever buckling their seat belts, which drastically increases the chance of injury or death if
they’re involved in a crash.

“Whether you’re traveling a few blocks or several hundred miles, remember to always wear your
seat belt and plan for a sober ride home,” said Cynthia Watters, IDOT’s bureau chief of
Safety Programs and Engineering. “Too frequently, law enforcement sees the tragic results of
driving impaired and not wearing a seat belt, both of which are the leading causes of deaths on
our roads and easily preventable.”

Proper seat belt use is the single most effective way to save your life in a crash, which is why
ISP and local law enforcement agencies are teaming up with the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration through Nov. 28 for the Click It or Ticket high-visibility enforcement
campaign. During the 2021 Thanksgiving holiday weekend, 12 people were killed in motor
vehicle related crashes in Illinois, four of which were drug/alcohol related.

“The day before Thanksgiving, sometimes called Blackout Wednesday, we often see college
students returning home for the holiday and going out to drink with friends,” said ISP Director
Brendan F. Kelly. “It is also an evening we see many drunk drivers. It’s simple: If you’re
going to drink, don’t drive.”

This Thanksgiving, you can make all law enforcement officers jobs simpler and, more
importantly, safer by driving sober and buckling up.

The Click it or Ticket campaign is administered by IDOT with federal traffic safety funds. The
effort coincides with IDOT’s “It’s Not a Game™ radio, digital and TV campaign that reminds
motorists of the consequences of impaired driving as well as distracted driving, work zone
safety, pedestrian safety, motorcycle awareness and occupant safety. Visit
www.itsnotagameillinois.com for more information.
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